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Caving Calendar
September 4

Grotto meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program to be announced.

September 10

Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home, 525 Lawndrive Drive,
Greenwood. 317-888-4501.

September 7

Grotto Trip. Binkley Cave, Leader Dave Everton.

September 27–29

Fall MAR hosted by the Nittany Grotto. Lincoln Caverns Campground near
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania . Registration form and more nformation on the
MAR Web site.

September 28

Grotto picnic at Don and Jo Ellen’s near Martinsville.

October 3

Grotto meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program to be announced.

October 5

Grotto Trip. Bryants Cave, Leader Dave Haun.

October 8

Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home, 525 Lawndrive Drive,
Greenwood. 317-888-4501.

October 10–13

36th annual TAG Fall Cave-In. Registration is open on line at http://tagfallcavein.org. Discount for registering before September first. Information from
Patty Springer at 423-619-2041 or pitpatty@att.net.

November 4–8

2013 National Cave and Karst Managemet Symposium at Carlsbad, New
Mexico. Information and registration at http://nckmas2013.business catalyst.
com/

November 6

Grotto Meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program to be announced.

November 12

Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home,
525 Lawndrive Drive,
Greenwood. 317-888-4501.

November 9

Grotto Trip. Salts Cave, Leader Dave Haun.

December 7

Grotto Trip. Eversole Cave and Coon Cave, Leaders Bill Greenwald and Dave Haun.

January 4, 2014

Grotto Trip. Vertical Training, Leader Bill
Greenwald.

February 10, 2014

Grotto Trip. Annual ridgewalk. Leader Ron Adams.

July 14– 18, 2014

NSS National Convention, Huntsville, Alabama.
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Short News and Notes
This Month’s Cover.

Jenna Fessel-Bell in Glass Cave, Kentucky,
from Chris Bell’s story beginning on page 91.

Grotto Picnic

The grotto picnic will be held Saturday,
September 28, at Don and Jo Ellen’s rural property
near Martinsville. Don has a rope practice tower
that allows rapelling, climbing, and a zip line.
There will be a pitch-in dinner with hamburgers,
hot dogs, brats, and pop furnished by the grotto,
The address is 3530 Moulton Road, Martinsville.
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There is a pond with a canoe and fishing
available.

There are three kinds of
men: The ones who learn by
reading, the few who learn by
observation, and the rest of
them who have to pee on the
electric fence and find out for
themselves. — Will Rogers
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Ellisons Cave – May 4, 2013
By Joe Kinder, NSS 59454

B

art Bridge and I departed from Indianapolis my experience moving forward, but I was worried
on May 4, 2013, around mid-day bound for about the volume of rain we were expecting.
TAG. The goal was to reach the campground at Our group made it to the Warm Up Pit with no
the base of Pigeon Mountain, Georgia, before dark problems, rigged, and made our way to the bottom
and set up camp. We would be meeting Jon Mnich of the 125-foot drop with water levels a little above
and Troy Fuqua at the Blue Hole around 8:00 average at this point. We quickly moved our way
a.m. Saturday the 5th. Bart and I, after a few stops towards the Nuisance Drop. Troy and Bart climbed
along the way, were able to make it to the Pigeon up first and lowered the rope. Jon tied on my pack
Mountain. campsite and set up before the weather that contained the main rope and they started to
set in. Roughly 10:00 p.m. on May 4th is when the hoist it up the 30-foot drop. The part of the pack
rain started; we were prepared with a nice canopy that Jon rigged to broke free at the lip and the pack
set up and near the fire. We were able to get to sleep dropped and landed near us, giving us a good scare.
at a fairly good time but did not sleep well due to We both made sure it was secure this time and they
the anticipation of the cave trip ahead and the rain. hoisted it up with no problems.
Once we all made it to the top of the Nuisance
Bart and I woke up to a surprising break in the
weather, we knew that we had only a few hours Drop, we worked our way towards the Attic of
before it was to start raining again so we dressed Fantastic Pit. We each made our way to and around
quickly for our trip, hopped in my truck, and drove the traverse with little problems. Then we began
to the Blue Hole. Troy Fuqua had arrived in the to rig the 586-foot Fantastic Pit with my 700-foot
middle of the night and was sleeping in his truck. PMI pit rope. I left two ends at the top of the pit, one
Jon Mnich showed up shortly and we all began to end that contained 50 feet of rope to use for rigging
get our gear ready for the hike up the mountain. while the other end contained the bulk of the rope
I climbed the mountain with Bart’s and my gear that we were able to lower into the void. We could
and Bart carried my hiking pack that contained my all tell that the falls were pumping and that we were
700-foot rope. Jon and Troy managed their gear about to get hydrated. Once we finished with the
and carried the warm up rope. Half way up the rig, Jon began his descent, after 5 or so minutes Jon
mountain the rain started again. By the time we yelled off rope and Troy started to rig in. Troy was
reached the entrance, it was raining very hard. We a bit nervous with the water levels being up, he had
made it to the entrance
and entered around
9:30 a.m.
This was my third
trip into Ellisons
Cave since 2009, so
theoretically I was
fairly new to the cave
but I knew exactly the
amount of energy I
needed for this trip.
This was my brotherin-law Bart’s first trip
to Ellisons and I believe
this was Troy’s second
trip. Jon Mnich had the
bulk of the experience
with multiple trips to
this cave, and knows
the system just as much
as anyone that I know. I
The Blue Hole in flood conditions.
was confident in his and
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dropped into TAG Hall on a previous occasion but
it was from one of the Smokey drops I believe. Bart
and I were able to calm him down and he began
his descent. After 5 or 10 minutes we heard an off
rope and Bart began to rig into the main line for his
descent. I was definitely worried for Bart because
I was supposed to be looking out for him. I was
definately confident in his training and progression
to this point as a caver/climber. However, Ellisons
is a different ball game, especially with elevated
water. Bart was able to comfortably rig in. We
exchanged a few words of encouragement and Bart
worked his way down the drop, I did mention to
him if the waterfall was to overpowering to give me
five “WOO”s and I would wait for him at the top.
I was half way kidding, but half way serious as well.
After around 10 minutes, Bart made his way to
the bottom, gave me a good “OFF ROPE,” and I
started my rig into the main line. I took my time
going down and could not believe the amount of
water that was coming into the pit. I was starting
to catch spray around 300 feet off the ground (is
what I assume) and I was starting to get extremely
wet around 200 feet up. Around 100 feet off
the bottom, I was getting pounded by the falls. I
made it to the bottom and was able to de rig and
somewhat take in what I was about to climb out
of. It was at this point I asked Bart, “What about
those five WOOs?” I worked my way with Bart
back down the passage to try to find an area where
we were not getting hit with spray. We could not
find a place until we were at the climb down into
the lower levels. We were able to take our gear off
and leave it there with the anticipation of coming
back to do the climb.
The original plan was to take a trip back to
some of the more photogenic rooms in Ellisons
(North and South Pole) to take some photos and
then exit the cave. Jon had another plan and that
was to lead us to Incredible Pit on the other side of
the mountain. to help us get familiar with the lower
levels for a future crossover trip. I would be all for
that if it were drier conditions. Bart and I decided
to head into the lower levels with Jon and Troy to
take the journey to the other side of the mountain.
Ten to fifteen minutes into our journey, I noticed
the level of the lower stream was much higher
than the previous trip I had taken into this area.
I stopped Bart and our group and explained my
concern with the rising water level, and what the
water level would be if we were to cave for several
hours and then try to come back through this. Jon
and Troy had already made up their minds and
they were planning on heading towards Incredible.
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I strongly advised Bart that he should come with
me back to the pit and we could start our climb, I
knew the amount of energy it was going to take to
climb Fantastic, regardless of being pounded by a
waterfall. Bart agreed and decided that he would
go with me to start our climb.
When we had dropped the main pit and made
our way back to the drop down into the lower levels,
we did pass a rope that appeared to be rigged into
Smokey 1 that someone had rigged and left during
a previous trip. Jon mentioned that if we thought
the waterfall was too much to climb through, we
should just climb up Smokey 1. I had several issues
with doing that, we did not know the condition
of the rope, we did not see the rig, and the only
one who had rigged and knew the passage that
contained the drop of Smokey 1 was Jon and he
was about to work his way through the lower levels
towards Incredible. I told him that we would stick
to climbing my rope and that we would meet him
and Troy in the Attic once they had returned. Jon
did mention that if we were too cold we could exit
the cave and come back for the rope, which was an
option, but I wanted to make sure that they made it
safe and I wanted to help with the breakdown of my
rope and hauling it out of the cave. Actually they
were not planning on bringing my rope out, Bart
and I would have had to come back and retrieve it.
We said our goodbyes and then Bart and I worked
our way towards Fantastic.
By the time we arrived at the pit, the waterfall
was really flowing. We were able to get our gear on
and we both made the decision that I would climb
first. I said my goodbyes to my brother-in-law and
worked my way to the rope. Bart mentioned that
he would hold the rope for me to try and keep me
out of the falls, which I agreed and I appreciated
at the moment. I stepped into the falls and rigged
into the rope, double checked everything and
started my climb. The idea of holding the rope out
was very kind but it actually worked against me, it
was holding me a little bit horizontal and my lower
ascender was not feeding like it should, so it was
taking twice the effort to climb, I yelled to Bart to
let me go and I am not sure he understood with the
amount of noise, but he eventually let go due to me
yelling or the fact that he was getting devastated
with spray. It seemed as if I started to get into a
good rhythm, however I was only able to climb
20 to 25 steps before I needed to take a break. I
would stop for a minute and then start in again. It
amazed me how quickly I was tiring while climbing
in that amount of water. I eventually made my way
above the spray and continued with my climb. I
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was probably 150 to 200 feet from the top when
I noticed the glow stick that I had attached to the
bolts, I was so happy to see that little green speck of
light, which motivated me to keep grinding, (Bart
would later tell me that the glow stick was a great
idea). I eventually, after an hour climb, made my
way into the Attic and gave Bart a glorious “OFF
ROPE,” which apparently he could not hear over
the roar of the falls.
As Bart began his climb up Fantastic, I started
to get myself hydrated and was able to get a snack
and was really doing anything to stay busy and
keep warm. After roughly 45 minutes from when
I yelled off rope I could hear Bart nearing the lip,
I told him that I was never so happy to hear his
voice. He worked his way to the lip and struggled
as I did to derig being so pooped. He finally was
able to get off rope and we both congratulated
each other on what I would call a difficult climb
and scenario. We were both elated that this part
of the trip was behind us. We both were pooped
and we pulled out our emergency blankets and
took a rest in the Attic and contemplated our
next move.
I had already been in the Attic for an hour
waiting for Bart to climb and before we knew it,
we had been resting for another hour and were
starting to get restless and cold. We discussed the
lack of communication between the four of us at
the base of the pit in the lower levels and did not
have a definite plan. Jon throughout the whole
trip mentioned that he needed to turn around no
matter where we were in the cave at 1:00 p.m. and
exit the cave by himself, this was another reason
why I did not want to go to the Incredible side of
the mountain when our guide was going to leave
us half way there or back. Jon knows this system
very well but I thought at times on this trip, Jon
did not realize that the other three in his group
did not know the connection route and it would
be extremely difficult to navigate our way back to
the main pit without him. Bart and I did not know
when they were going to make it back to Fantastic
and if they were going to be climbing our rope or
the Smokey 1 rope.
At this point it was roughly 3:00 in the
afternoon and we were contemplating what we
were going to do, we started to get cold to the point
that we had discussed leaving the cave if we did not
hear any sign of Jon and Troy within the next half
an hour. We continued to wait and really did not
want to exit the cave without knowing the rest of
our group was safe and I certainly did not want
to make the trip back up the mountain to retrieve
Page 90

the main rope the next day. At 3:30 we decided to
give it 15 more minutes, at this point we saw a light
coming up from the opposite side of the Attic.
It was Jon and he had climbed up the Smokey 1
rope, he was by himself and moving quickly. We
greeted each other and asked where Troy was, Jon
mentioned that he was climbing Smokey 1 and
that he would be up in a little while and that he was
going to work his way out of the cave because he
needed to get home. I asked him to stay and help
us derig the main rope and then he could be on his
way. We explained to Jon how our climb out of
Fantastic was via the Attic and he could not believe
that we climbed up my rope through the waterfall,
he mentioned that when he and Troy arrived back
at Fantastic that the falls were pumping so hard that
they would rather take their chances with climbing
up the rope that was rigged to Smokey 1, in my
opinion, I am not sure which was more dangerous.
Troy made his way into the Attic right as Bart
and I finished packing the rope, at that moment
Jon said his goodbyes and eagerly headed toward
the exit. Bart, Troy, and I took a break for a few
minutes and then started working our way around
the traverse. We managed to get the rope and our
gear to the Nuisance Drop where Troy dropped
and then Bart worked his way down to the lip
where I handed down the main rope and he
lowered it down to Troy. Bart then rappeled the
Nuisance Drop and I started down to the lip and
dropped shortly thereafter. Once we were all at the
bottom, we worked our way the short distance to
the room that contained the Warm Up Pit. The
waterfall that was coming down the Warm-Up
Pit was just as intense if not more as the falls that
were coming into Fantastic. Troy started his climb
up and I could barely see him due to the amount
of spray. Once he made it to the top of the Warm
Up, he gave us a good off rope, then Bart worked
his way to the rope. I was able to get some good
video of him climbing the Warm Up and was able
to capture him and the falls without getting too
much spray. Once Bart was up, I tied the pack that
contained the main rope onto the bottom of the
warm up rope and then I started my climb. I was
pretty pooped at this point but made the climb up
to the top of the warm up where I was able to de rig
and feel much better about being on this side of the
big pit and the Warm Up. Bart, Troy, and I hoisted
the rope up the Warm Up using my pulley and were
able to get it up to where we were standing.
We then packed the remainder of our gear, got
hydrated, and started our way through the Ecstasy
Passage, which was raging with water. We each
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worked our way out of the cave and out into what
we were hoping was a little drier condition, to our
surprise it was raining just as hard at 9:45 p.m. as
it was when we entered the cave at 8:30 a.m. We
worked our way down the mountain with Bart
once again taking the pack with the 700-foot rope
and I with my pack and his pack. We struggled
down the mountain and reached the blue hole at
10:30 p.m. We all were pretty miserable at this point
and were able to get into somewhat dryer clothes,
even though it was still raining. We then said our
goodbyes to Troy and were then faced with the
option of heading back to our wet campsite where
there was no chance of a fire and considerably wet
camping conditions. Bart and I made an executive
decision to bypass the camp site and head straight
into Lafayette to find a hotel room. We were able
to do just that and get some good, dry sleep. The
next morning we both almost had to help each
other out of bed we were so sore, but were able to
manage on our own. We made our way back to the
campsite where we broke camp and started our
drive back to the Hoosier state.
When I originally planned this trip I obviously

could not predict the weather and as the weekend
neared I didn’t really explore the idea of postponing
or trying to do a less technical trip. I was warned
by many friends who were experienced with this
cave letting me know that it could be extremely
challenging and dangerous to attempt this trip
with these conditions. I understood what they
were trying to say but I still did not consider the
possibility of not going to Ellisons. I think our
group got everything we wanted and then some, it
was a great trip but good to be over with. Pigeon
Mountain received 4 to 5 inches of rain while we
were in the cave. Troy had mentioned that right
after we departed from him and Jon in the lower
levels, he made a mark on the wall a foot above
where the water was and the lower levels had risen
nearly 9 inches by the time he had returned to that
spot, his assumption. Jon Mnich in all of his trips
over the years into Ellisons mentioned that he had
never seen it this wet. I do not believe I will ever
visit Ellisons cave again during wet conditions and
I will listen to those who should be listened too.
Thanks to the other members on this trip and to
Bart Bridge for being my partner in crime.


Kentucky Caving!

O

Story and Photos by Chris Bell

n January 12, 2013, I led a trip to visit some
seldom seen and absolutely beautiful caves in
Breckinridge County, Kentucky. Jenna Fessel-Bell,
Todd Webb, Bob Jackson, Brian Welp, and I met
with Glenn Driskill and a couple of other local
Kentucky cavers, to visit Roberts Hollow Cave and
Glass Cave.
Both caves were mentioned in some old
Speleofest guidebooks from the early 1990s, but
had since been forgotten. No one knew anything
about these caves. I searched and searched; I
bugged people constantly; I surfed (is that still a
legit term?) the Web … NOTHING. No GPS
points, No land owner information … nothing,
until I was introduced to Glenn Driskill. He knew
about every cave in the area, and before I knew it,
I had a group of Indiana cavers traveling across the
river to see these elusive caves.
We met early at Glenn’s house and talked for a
while about all of his wood working and, of course,
I was prodding him for more information about
local caves. Before long though, we were on our
way to Roberts Hollow Cave and soon reached the
parking area at the end of a dead-end road. From
here, it was maybe a half a mile hike through the
September, 2013

valley to the cave. If it wasn’t for a guide, I would
have never found the entrance. We made our way
down and back up the valley, and found the small,
inconspicuous entrance on the side of a steep slope.
You had to crawl into a small, body-size hole and
into an old body-size gate that used to protect
the cave at one time. Once inside, it was a caver’s
wonderland! Beautiful white columns and pillars
greeted us as soon as we slid in and stood up. The
cave itself is only a few hundred feet long, but you
could literally spend hours walking in and around
all the beautiful speleothems. The deeper we
traveled into the cave, the more formations there
were. We came to the largest formation named “Big
Ben” that was a very impressive column right in the
middle of the passage. The sheer size and beauty
was unsurpassed. As we continued farther into the
cave, the beautiful and pristine formations were
becoming less abundant as it was evident that the
cave was becoming covered in a sandstone cap.
At one point, Jenna, Brian, and I rigged a
rope and rappelled 25 feet into a lower level. This
passage was small, and did not go very far, but we
did see several hundred hibernating bats. We were
very careful and quiet not to wake up any bats
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we traveled about 15
minutes by car to the
other side of the valley
to visit Glass Cave.

W

e were lucky to
have Glenn with
us, because the owner
would not let anyone
else in the cave. I feel
very privileged to have
been able to see this
seldom visited cave.
Once at the small
entrance, a couple of
the Kentucky cavers
went in to work on
getting the gate open. It
took about 20 minutes
of wrestling with the
old, rusty lock, but
Todd Web in Roberts Hollow Cave.
finally we were on our
while we were there. We were successful too. And way in. The cave starts out as a small hands-andit was noted that, while we did not look very hard, knees crawl and after about 50 feet it opens up into
we did not see any White Nose Syndrome on any a nice walking size passage with speleothems as far
of the bats, which was encouraging. We slowly as the eye can see. It was almost like walking down
and quietly climbed back out and enjoyed taking the street, window shopping, stopping every few
some photos of the magnificent passage in Roberts steps just to admire the beauty the cave had to offer.
As we walked further into the cave, the formations
Hollow Cave.
I believe when it was all said and done, we spent just kept getting bigger and prettier. After about
somewhere around 2 to 3 hours, in about 200 feet 150 to 200 feet we came to a large room. It was well
of cave. After we decided to call it a day at this cave, over 30 feet tall and probably 100 feet in diameter
and full of formations.
It was absolutely one
of the most beautiful
places I had ever seen
in a cave. There were
huge columns and so
many different colors
it was breathtaking. I
spent some time taking
photos, but the pictures
just will not do it
justice.
Unfortunately, the
cave does not go much
farther than that. Brian
and I did bring a rope
to drop a 30-foot pit
that was marked on
the map. We got to the
pit and rapelled it, but
we were disappointed;
Brian and Jenna at Big Ben in Roberts Hollow Cave
it was not 30 feet. It
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and made our way back
out to the formation
area to take some more
pictures. These caves
were so fantastically
decorated; it was hard
to take it all in at once.
Again, we spent over 2
hours just in about 200
feet of cave.
We finally exited
the cave and thanked
Glenn for allowing us
to see with our own eyes
these wonderful caves
in the hills of northcentral
Kentucky.
What a treat! Roberts
Hollow and Glass Cave
are probably two of the
most decorated caves I
have ever seen, maybe

Todd, Jenna, and Brian in Glass Cave.

wasn’t even 20 feet. The drop, which you did need
rope for, was only about 15 feet and I am stretching
it. And of course, it went nowhere. But we would
have never known for sure if we hadn’t investigate
for ourselves.
We exited the pit, which had a very nasty lip,

in all of Kentucky.
After our trip, our Indiana crew headed back
to the Hoosier hills, but not before making one
more pit stop at Jail House Pizza in Brandenburg,
Kentucky. Great Pizza, great friends, great beer,
and, of course, awesome caves.


Winter Caving in Washington County

O

Story and Photos by Chris Bell

n February 16, 2013, my wife, Jenna, and I
decided to do some easy, dry, winter caving.
We traveled into Washington County, Indiana,
to visit a nice, little, heavily-decorated, horizontal
cave named Howard Cave.
After several weeks of trying to get permission,
we finally did. We drove up the dead-end road to
the turn off onto the logging trail that led into the
woods. The “off-roading” was more sporting than
the cave itself. We traveled half a mile through
rutted-out logging roads, dodging deep ruts, logs,
and tree limbs, to park only 100 feet away from the
elusive entrance to Howards Cave. We packed up
our gear, and a picnic basket, and headed for the
entrance. It was supposed to warm up nicely today
(hence the picnic), but the wind was bitter cold.
We made our way to the small, horizontal entrance
and were greeted with warm, moist air slowly
blowing out. We crawled into the small, body-size
hole and within a couple feet, we were standing in
a large room packed with formations.
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We made our
way through the large
columns near the
entrance and past large
flowstone
deposits.
This cave has to be one
of the prettiest caves in
Washington County.
Being a very short cave,
only 150 feet long or
so, we soon reached the
back of the cave. There
were more and more
formations everywhere
we looked. We soon
took a break and
admired all the beauty
this little cave had to
offer.
We explored a few
small crawls but mainly
focused on taking
photos for the landowner. We snapped a few shots
near the back and made our way back toward the
front. Along the way there are a few old signatures
dating back to the early 1900s, which added even
more enjoyment to this little hidden jewel.
On the way out, I did explore one side lead that
led to a passage about 50 feet long that I had not
seen before (I had visited this cave about 2 years
prior). It was short, and not as decorated as the rest
of the cave, but it still had a neat drapery that had
an “active” stream flowing down it.
Once we exited the cave, I went up the hill
from the entrance about 200 feet or so to bounce

Jenna in Howard Cave.
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Jenna in Howard Cave.

a newly discovered pit I named Howards Pit.
When I found this pit 2 years ago, I researched
the area to see if a pit had been known in this
location, and alas, nothing. So Howards Pit was
first entered (to my knowledge) back in 2011 by
Brian Welp and me. I went back today to get an
accurate depth measurement. Turns out, it was
a nice, 32-foot, open-air pit. Only I bounced it
this day. Jenna had gotten cold and was not in the
mood to bounce a pit.
As we were wrapping up the afternoon, little
did I know that, even though the wind was ice
cold, the ground was still melting. When I got
back to my truck, I
noticed that my tires
had started sinking
into the mud. I was a
little nervous traveling
half a mile, uphill, on a
muddy road with deep
ruts. But, we made it
out with no incidents.
All in all it was
a great day of easy
caving and we got
some decent pictures
for the landowner in
this seldom visited
and beautiful little
Washington County
classic.
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Turner Cave
Hardin County, Kentucky
Story and Photos by Chris Bell

O

n November 3, 2012, Several Indiana cavers
traveled to Hardin County, Kentucky, to
tour one of the nicest caves in the area, Turner
Cave. Turner Cave has a reputation of being a little
sporting in places, but big and dry. What makes
this cave so unique is the amount of American
Indian activity that took place in the cave many
thousands of years ago.
Those attending on the trip were, Jenna FesselBell, Todd Webb, Brian Welp, Bob Jackson, Jamie
Winner, Carla Winner, Glenn Turner (owner)
and three other Kentucky Cavers, one guy named
Norman, and two others that I can’t remember
their names.
Just to get to the cave, you drive about a mile
or more through the Kentucky hillside, basically
skirting a small stream, all on private property.
We made it to a small hunting cabin and enjoyed
some warm drinks and camaraderie with some of
the hunters there that day. From the cabin, the
cave is a little way up the hill. Once we all got
geared up and at the cave entrance, we started our
adventure.

The route Glenn was going to take us was
going to be a sporting one. Once through the
entrance, we were in a nice, dry downward cutting
canyon passage of very large size. We climbed up
into a “window” that led to a short crawl. Once
through the crawl, there was a 40-foot drop with a
rope ladder rigged for descent. Most of the group
felt uncomfortable with this, so we turned around

Jenna examining the wall in Retirement Road.

Todd and Brian in Turner Cave’s large canyon passgage.
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and went to a different route.
We continued on in the very large passage
until we could look up and see other passages at
different levels. This cave was huge! As we went
deeper into the cave, Glenn was telling us about
all the American Indian activity that had taken
place. Our first stop, about 20 minutes from the
entrance, was an area with some hieroglyphics
carved into the wall. It was very interesting to sit
there and wonder; “why is this here?” Or “what
were they doing here?” Along the route, there
were leftover pieces of cane reed torches scattered
here and there. Again, I caught myself thinking
to myself, “what were these ancient cavers doing
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Brian on a 20-foot ladder climb.

back here all this way?” Maybe these people
were interested in the gypsum or other crystals
throughout the cave or maybe they were just
curious like us, wanting to explore a cave for fun.
We may never know…
After the stop with the hieroglyphics, we were
on our way to tour a section called Retirement
Road. It was a beautiful section of cave with a nice
display of stalagmites and stalactites on one side
and with passage dimensions of 20+ feet high
and 10 to 15 feet wide. It was very different and
unique compared to most of the cave. There was
much more formation growth, and it was more
damp and muddy in this section. This passage
eventually dead ended so we had to backtrack a
little way to go to our next destination in cave
called Santa’s Workshop.
This part of the cave is a little more sporting
and required many “ups and downs” with wooden
rope ladders and some crawling. From the last
ladder we encountered, we had to travel through
some small canyon passages and eventually came
to a somewhat scary traverse. There was a prerigged rope around a projection that pushed you
out some 5 or 6 feet over a 20-foot drop. We all
eventually made it across the traverse and had one
more obstacle; a quick climb down to another
climb up with loose breakdown. Again, there
was a pre-rigged rope, but several in our group
Page 96

opted out of doing this. I of course went, along
with Brian, Jamie, Glenn, and Norman (one of
the Kentucky Cavers). It was a beautiful little area
with some nice drapery and other speleothems
and I spent some time taking photos of this area.
Once we were done with this area, we made
our way back through the canyons, and to one of
the rope ladders. Several people had made it up,
and all that was left at the bottom were Jenna,
Todd, Bob and me. Todd went to climb up next
and just about fell the 20 feet to the bottom due
to a rung on the ladder breaking. It was a little
scary and I think it shook him up a bit, so he
came back down. I was going to climb the ladder
and just pass the broken rung, but the others were
getting on me, so I didn’t.
We found a crawlway that bypassed the climb
up, but it was a tough one. It was tight and had
broken pieces of limestone scattered throughout
the entire passage. Jenna and I got through just
fine, but Todd and Bob had some issues. We
actually spent some time digging and breaking
away rock just so they could fit. Although, it was
a tough crawl, we all made it out after about 20
minutes of digging and hammering on rocks.
At this point, most of the group was getting
tired, so we started making our way out of the
cave. I took a few more pictures of some of the
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Norman in Santa’s Workshop.
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large passages we
encountered
along
the route. All in all, I
believe we spent a good
5 hours in Turners
Cave and for me, it
was worth it. I still
want to go back and
tour more of the multimile system, rich with
geology, archeology,
and history. What an
awesome cave and a
great landowner. I can’t
thank Glenn Turner
enough for giving us
the opportunity to
one, letting us tour the
cave, and two, guiding us through the cave. There
is no way we could have seen what we saw without

Petroglyphs

him to guide the way. What a great day under the
hills of north central Kentucky!


SpeleoLog
compiled by Bill Greenwald from the August meeting.

Date>June 29, 2013
Cave>Bentz Cave
Location>Pilot Knob
By>Horace Tucker and serveral from Cave Capers
Comments>Very nice cave, some good small formations. I did not see all 3 terminals, but I helped
the rest of the group return from the third.
Date>July 6, 2013
Cave>Binkley Cave
Location>Harrison County, Indiana
By>Marion Akers, Brad Barcom, Pat Burns, Dave
Everton, Jesse Houser, Tim McLain, Shane Myles,
Tim Pride
Comments>Upper level canyon dig near Miller
Entrance; two survey teams near Clean Washed
Way in Blowing Hole netted 891.1 feet
Date>July 26, 2013
Cave>Eversole and Coon Caves
Location>Mitchell, Indiana
By>Bill Greenwald and about 25 kids and their
leaders from the Bethel Baptist Church in Pierceton, Indiana
Comments>We all got pretty muddy and they
enjoyed.
Date>July 27–28, 2013
Cave>Bo Allen, Sockeye Green, Cumberland
Chasm, and Conley Hole
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Location>Tennessee
By>Joe Kinder, Bart Bridge, and Dave Stahl
Comments>Great time!
Date>August 5–9, 2013
Cave>NSS Convention
Location>Shippensburg, Pennsylvania
By>Bob Vandeventer and 700+ Cavers
Comments>Had a great time
Date>August 10, 2013
Cave>Sullivan Cave
Location>Springville, Indiana
By>Paul Ulgum and Mitch Toenssend and Family
Comments>Visited Armstrongs Folly
Date>August 11, 2013
Cave>Boca Tabla Hato
Location>Curacao, Caribbean
By>Zack Snyder
Comments> Sea Cave with nice 60-foot entrance
pit. We toured the walking passage.
Date>August 11, 2013
Cave>Upper Twin Cave
Location>Mitchell, Indiana
By>Keith Dunlap, Bill Tozer, Dave Lester
Comments>Downstream from the 4th entrance
with lots of cave fish and crayfish


Central Indiana Grotto

Page 97

Paul

Let’s Peek Inside
Paul Uglum’s Pack!

OR1 Medium Weight
Deluxe Cave Pack
On Rope 1 $55
onrope1.com

Uglam

Several weeks ago I was waiting in the car for my wife
and daughter as they ran quickly into the store for
something. It was my wife’s car and as I looked
around I saw a woman’s magazine in the back seat.
Since I was completely bored, I picked it up and
began to ip through it. I stumbled upon an article
titled “What’s in my purse”. In this article the author
tracked down celebrities and after gaining permission
took the contents out of the star’s purse. They then
laid everything out and took a picture and wrote an
article about what the celebrity carried around with
them.
Caving attracts a broad spectrum of people and many
times tends to polarize the individualistic and, in fear
of labeling myself, even eccentrics. The love of caving
we have in common but we all approach it in so many
uniquely diﬀerent ways. I always enjoy looking over
the variety of gear that is available and what my
fellow cavers are sporting. I thought it would be fun
to focus on the packs of a few CIG cavers and
photograph their pack and contents and see. . .

What’s Inside The Pack!
-Charlie Vetters

The OR1 is light weight but has a lot of room which allows me to vary
the amount of gear I carry depending on the trip. The attachments
allow a wide variety of ways of holding, dragging, hanging or pushing
the pack. I usually use just one strap over the shoulder rather than two
as a back pack. It is durable and has survived a lot of abuse. The
biggest negative is that it is not waterproof (as a result I have a Swaygo
pack as well.)

-Paul Uglum
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1 Garbage bags
2 Sam Splint - Haven’t had to use it yet but it

is also good insulation if you have to sit on a
cold rock. I have had a couple of minor sprains
though – I take a lot of beginner groups.

3 Small rst aid kit - Have only had to use
Band-Aids and Tylenol so far.

4 Bottle - Waterproof for car keys, ashlights
5
6
7
8

10 Pee bottle / Duct tape
11 Compass
12 Flagging tape
13 Watch
14 Snacks
15 Bandana - Good for wiping mud oﬀ from

whatever.

and extra batteries.

16 Space blanket

LED ashlight

17 Water

Flashlight

18 Balaclava

Extra battery pack for my Stenlight

19 Extra gloves

Batteries - Usually needed for those I am
leading.

20 Map

9 Batteries

21 Extra Headlamp

Paul Uglum is a long time caver
and member of the CIG. Paul is always
accessable to talk to anyone about caves
and seems to be perpetualy leading trips
from beginners to bouncing pits. This is a
typical pack Paul would take when
leading a trip in a dry cave.
(Right) Paul and his pack in action.
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Minutes of the CIG Regular Meeting
August 14, 2013
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

The meeting began at 7:46 p.m. with 15
people in attendance.
Dean Wiseman started the meeting with
the usual round of introductions. Have
you been caving and where?
Treasurer Rich Lunseth gave brief update
on grotto funds at $13,650.00. He also
mentioned there would be no volunteers
needed for the corn booth at the State Fair
this year.
Dean mentioned that the e-board will be
talking about what can be done with some
of the money. Maybe donating 2 to 5K to
the NSS Office Fund.
Dean talked a little about the NSS looking
at reorganizing the membership categories
in an effort to simply them and make it
easier to pay on line. He also asked for
articles and picture for the caving basic
book he is working on for the NSS.
Keith Dunlap mentioned that the new gate
on closed Wyandotte Cave has been built
in the new location and they will probably
be removing the old gate next year.
Bill Greenwald brought up the subject of the
Indy Dig or the Deep Tunnel Connection
Project. He asked if there was a possibility that
the grotto board might look into trying to get
a tour. It is an 18-foot-diameter 6-mile tunnel
that is being built in the Indianapolis area
250 feet below the surface. The overall plan is
build a number of tunnels over the next five
years. Bill also pointed out that September

is the month that we update Deans List,
CIG’s cave rescue call-out list. So if you have
changed your phone number or caving status
let him know.
• Dean announced that this year’s Grotto
Picnic will be September 28th at Don and
Jo Ellen’s property north of Martinsville.
We are in need of a grill master to help
cook this year.
• Don Paquette also mentioned a few
Caving events that need to be included in
our caving calendar.
The Saturday, September 7th Work Day
at Buckner Cave Property10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. with a pitch-in meal after the work.
The NCRC Cave Rescue Weekend
Training in Bloomington on October 26
and 27.
• The meeting went to break at 8:55 p.m.
with Rich collecting for the donation raffle.
• Horace Tucker did a chalk board program
on how the caves we visit are formed.
He discussed how the acid surface water
dissolves the limestone producing carbon
dioxide depositing the calcite in the cave.
Also the part the different layers of rock
play in the way the caves we visit are
formed, specifically referring to various
formations in some of the Indiana Caves
that we are familiar with.
Dean asked me if I would type up my meeting
notes and send them to Tom Rea for next month’s
newsletter.
Bill Greenwald.

CIG on the Web
Be sure to visit the grotto’s Web site at http://
www.cig.caves.org

CIG E-mail Information List

Members may sign up for the grotto message
board on the Web. This group is strictly limited
to members and is spam free. If you want to
participate, you have to sign up, membership is
not automatic. To subscribe, send a message to
cig-list-subscribe@yahoogroups.com Members
who would like to un-subscribe can send a
message to cig-list-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.
com.
If your e-mail address does not identify
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you by name you must also include a message
with your real name in your request to join.
Unidentified requests will be rejected in order
to limit the list to members. If you change your
e-mail address, remember to sign up again. If
your address bounces a number of times you will
be automatically dropped.
To see an archive of past messages and other
information about the list go to http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/cig-list/.
To post a message to the list, send it to ciglist@yahoogroups.com.

Find Us on Facebook

Central Indiana Grotto

September, 2013

