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News and Notes
June 7th Monthly Grotto Trip to Sullivan Cave Dean Wiseman (cell: 406-546-7938  e-mail: jazzpilot@mohodisco.com) 
will be leading a trip to the Spiral Room to do a unique group photo in this large round room.

61st Annual Indiana Cave Capers, August 8-10, 2014! Presented by the Central Indiana Grotto at the 
Crawford County Fairgrounds (the site of the 2007 NSS Convention). Featuring a Friday night open jam 
and campground party hosted by the Shallow Grotto, great caving and led cave trips, vertical practice, Ca-
pers vendor Inner Mountain Outfitters, a Saturday night banquet and speaker, door prizes, and more!

Front Cover: Jamie Winner in large bore hole in Cemetery Pit. Photo by Chris Bell.

Caving Calendar
May 30-June 1 SERA Cave Carnival, NSS Headquarters, Huntsville, AL
June 4 Grotto Meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program: TBD
June 7 Monthly Grotto Trip to Sullivan’s Cave. 
June 10 Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home, 525 Lawndrive Drive,  

Greenwood. 317-888-4501. 
June 11 CIG E-Board Meeting, 7:30 p.m. Design-Aire.
June 20-22 Karst-O-Rama at Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve in Mount Vernon, KY
July 2  Grotto Meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program: TBD
July 8 Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home, 525 Lawndrive Drive,  

Greenwood. 317-888-4501. 
July 9 CIG E-Board Meeting, 7:30 p.m. Design-Aire.
July 12 Monthly Grotto Trip: TBD 
July 14–18 NSS National Convention, Huntsville, Alabama. Contact Olivia 

:Liv” McKinsey 678-492-1825. http://nss2014.caves.org
August 8–10 Official Date of Cave Capers at Crawford County Fair Grounds.
October 25 NSS Board of Directors Meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana
August, 2015 NSS National Convention, Waynesville, Missouri.
July 17–23, 2016 NSS National Convention, Ely, Nevada.
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through a meandering canyon with occasional “drops” in 
the floor. It was a pleasant cave and we enjoyed spending 
an hour or so looking around and taking a few photos. We 
opted out of really exploring the cave because we wanted to 
get to the camp site and set up before it got too late. 

On the way out of the cave, we heard voices at the en-
trance. So we hollered to them, to let them know we were 
coming out. Once the three of us were out of the cave, we 
were greeted with another group of, perhaps, eight people… 
all of who seemed to know very little about vertical caving. 

Mike was asked by a couple guys to show them how to 
“hook up” their Frog System properly…And they were the 
guys that were going to be sharing their gear with other LESS 
experienced people…so after we de-rigged and packed away 
all of our gear, we gave them a few more pieces of advice, 
and headed out of there so we would not witness an acci-
dent. (I will note that we saw these people later that evening 
at the camp site, and everyone had bounced the pit just fine)

We made it to camp that night and it was quiet. We 
enjoyed a quick meal and wandered around the site for a 
little bit. We ran into some more Indiana cavers and talked 
with them for a while. Elliot Stahl had mentioned that just 

It was that time a year again…The leaves were starting to 
change, the temperature was cooling off, the smell of giant 
bonfires and beer were in the air…yes, it was time for the 
annual TAG Fall Cave-In! 

The weekend started off like many other TAG trips…I 
met Mike Woolard and his son, Andrew, in Huntingburg, 
IN to car pool down with them. We had a few caves planned 
out for every day that we were going to be at the Cave-In. 
The first on the list was South Pittsburg Pit; a nice 160-foot 
open-air pit. There was an ongoing joke for quite some time 
about how EVERYONE that had ever went to TAG, has 
bounced this pit…except me! And there was some pretty 
good evidence that supported this statement (AKA, every-
one I had ever talked to)! But, as of today, I can now say, that 
after almost ten years of caving in the TAG region, I finally 
bounced it! And, it was pretty nice…

From there we traveled a short distance to a “roadside 
classic” called Signal Light Pit. It was an easy walk from the 
parking area, to the nice scenic entrance to the cave. The 
entrance was a short drop of only 57 feet, but multiple miles 
of cave passage lay beyond the entrance. We entered the cave 
and toured what I would call the “Tourist area”…strolling 

Jamie Winner, Brian Welp, Mike Woolard, Andrew Woolard, Zach Snyder and Myself at the entrance of Fern Cave.

Tag Fall Cave-In 2013 
Story and Photos by Chris Bell
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Jamie Winner in the formation passage of Rustys Cave

moments earlier, they had found a huge Timber rattlesnake 
right there at the camp site. So of course, we watched were 
walked, a little more closely, the rest of the weekend!

The next day came early…but we wanted to get an early 
start before the crowds started accumulating at the nearby 
caves. Our destination was Cemetery Pit. 
We reached the parking area at a relative-
ly early time and started the hike up the 
SCCI property. When we got to the en-
trance, Mike rigged the 153-foot pit while 
the rest of us got geared up! We had gained 
two extra Indiana cavers, Brian Welp and 
Jamie Winner, who would be joining us 
the rest of the weekend.

We started down one by one, and to me, 
it seemed deeper than 153 feet…but once 
at the bottom we continued into the nar-
row canyon passage that led to the rest of 
the cave. We meandered, twisted, crawled 
and turned for some quite some time un-
til we finally reached the next short drop 
of 20 feet or so. This was a little sporting 
due to the slick slope leading down to the 
drop. But we all eventually made it down 
the short drop into the impressive Large 
Room, as it was accurately called. 

We spent a couple hours exploring the large borehole pas-
sages of the cave, (see cover photo) as well as some of the 
smaller passages. I believe at one point, we got into a “maze” 
area and the cave started becoming more sporting again. Af-
ter a few more twists and turns, we decided to turn around 
and head out. 

After I spent quite a bit of time taking photos of the 
Large Room, we all started making our way out of the cave. 
Andrew stayed behind with me, as I was the last to climb out 
of the Large Room and help de-rig the drop. Once we got to 
the entrance drop, Brian and Mike had already climbed out. 
Once we all got to the top, there was another group of three 
cavers waiting to enter the cave. We spent very little time de-
rigging and the cave was theirs.

We walked back down the hill to the parking area for 
a quick lunch and decided to take a gamble and head up 
to Rusty’s Cave…even though there were about ten vehicles 
parked there. 

The hike up the mountain seemed a little longer this time, 
but we eventually made it up there and were greeted with an-
other group climbing out. They informed us that there were 
a lot more people down there. We rigged from the opposite 
side of the pit and headed down the short 40-footer. Once 
down there, it wasn’t that pleasant. There was a group of 
about 20 people down there making their way back to the 
rope and I think every single one of them was smoking in the 
cave. Now, I don’t mind if people smoke in a cave, especially 
if they carry out their trash, but when a group of 20 or so is 
chain smoking in the cave, it makes it very unpleasant for us 
non-smokers. (Not to mention taking photos was hard due 
to the haze in the air)

Our group met them shortly into the walking passage. 
We waited for the large group to pass by and I took some 

Jamie Winner by some nice flowstone in Rustys Cave
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photos of the formation areas. The formations in this cave 
are very nice and surprisingly well preserved, especially con-
sidering the amount of “traffic” this cave witnesses.  After we 
spend some time taking some photos, and touring perhaps 
500 feet or so, we decided to head back out. Geologically, 
this cave is very interesting…the way the passages dips at 
such a steep grade is impressive. It’s very nice walking into 
the cave, but walking out, you soon realize just how much 
elevation the cave had lost!

 When we got to the entrance, the other large group was 
passing down climbing gear for everyone to share! So we sat 
there for about 20 minutes waiting for…umm…one, maybe 
two, people to climb out of the 40-foot pit. So I chimed in 
and asked if we could alternate and take turns climbing out. 
I believe I climbed out first and was out in a minute or so… 
the entire group was amazed at “how fast” I climbed out. So 
they said if we were all that fast, we could all climb out… 
soooo….we did. 

Wow, what a nice cave, but I was never so glad to be 
out of there. I’m surprised we didn’t get lung cancer THAT 
NIGHT! After we were out and changed, we headed into 
the booming town of Rising Fawn, GA and grabbed a nice 
meal at the only restaurant in town. 

Day three of the Cave-In came around and we were to 
do something a little more sporting, a little bigger… so we 
headed into Alabama and stopped to eat breakfast at the fa-
mous Liberty Restaurant in Scottsboro. Being so far away 
from the Cave-In site, we were surprised to see other familiar 
faces, Brian Killingbeck, Grace Baumann, Jesse Houser, and 
a few others. They were not joining us today, but I do not 
remember where they were headed… 

After spending some time writing in the famous Cave Di-
ary, left there by Marion O. Smith, and finishing up break-
fast, the gang, plus another, relatively new Indiana caver, 

Zach Snyder headed out to visit Fern Cave. 
We headed out of Scottsboro and soon were on the grav-

el road that led to the parking spot to the cave. Myself, along 
with Mike Woolard, had been to Fern Cave before, but I do 
not remember that gravel road being so long! I bet it took a 
half hour just to get from beginning to end! 

BUT, we finally made it there and after packing up all 
our gear, we started the long hike up the mountain. Andrew 
had volunteered to carry the 600-foot rope that Elliot Stahl 
had let us borrow for the day. We made a deal with Andrew 
that we would each carry some of his gear if he would carry 
the rope to and from the cave. He agreed, so we divided it 
up and I really don’t know who came out on top of that 
deal…we made it to the cave entrance in about 20 minutes 
and we were all surprised at how quick it was…again, not 
remembering the “details” of the trip from several years ago. 

We all put our gear on and everyone was excited to 
bounce the famous 404-foot Surprise Pit! We made it to the 
traverse and Mike led, rigging all the way. Crawling across 
the traverse is a little spooky, knowing that just inches from 
your right side is a drop off of over 400 feet! We finally got 
to the breakdown choke where the rig was. It’s also a lit-
tle spooky thinking about what you are standing on while 
waiting for others to rappel or climb…and for those of you 
that have bounced the pit before, know what I am talking 
about! Both times I have rappelled that pit, I’ve looked up 
and wondered (and then kick myself for thinking thoughts 
like that, while hanging on rope) why those rocks wedged 
like they were and why the other hundreds of tons of rocks 
at the bottom, didn’t… 

Everyone had gone down the pit except Mike and me… 
I was a getting nervous about the drop, not particularly lik-
ing the really deep ones! Even though I always do them and 
I’m always glad I did later, that initial step over the edge is 
always the worst. So I finally made my way over to the big, 

Zach Snyder getting ready to rappel 404’ deep Surprise Pit in 
Fern Cave.

Timber Rattlesnake found while walking down the mountain 
from Fern Cave
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black, gaping hole that awaited, got on rope and then inched 
my way over the lip of the monstrous pit. After several feet, 
I finally got moving at a good pace. It was so dark and dusty, 
that all I could see was the dust flying off the rope. As I got 
closer to the bottom, I noticed the wall whipped by pretty 
fast…I tried looking again and all I saw was dust…then the 

wall whipped by again…and again…good grief I was spin-
ning like crazy!! To the point that it was starting to make me 
feel really uncomfortable! I hadn’t realized that I was rap-
pelling that fast either, so I slowed it down a bit and finally 
made it to the ground below. Once off rope, I looked around 
the enormous room and all I could say was “Wow”! Even 
though, for me, it was a little intimidating getting there, that 
room at the bottom has got to be one of the most impressive 
cavities I’ve ever seen underground! Nature’s own cathedral! 

Zach had gone down first and was starting to get a little 
cold, so he and Andrew started the tandem climb out first. I 
had sent each of them up with a flash, hoping to get some-
what of a picture…but, after a few tries, I realized I just don’t 
have the flash power to light up this monster of a pit! So they 
continued climbing while the rest of us spent some time ex-
ploring around at the bottom of the gigantic chamber. 

After Zach and Andrew reached the top, Jamie and Brian 
climbed next…and neither group took their time at all. Be-
fore long, it was time for Mike and I to head out. So we 
made our way up the pit…taking strides of 50 feet or so 
taking turns. I was always greeted by Mike’s disgust by how 
fast I reached his feet, giving him no time to rest. We finally 
made it to the top in about 20 minutes or so and Mike went 
over the ledge. I HATE hanging there right at the lip of the 
pit, so I insisted that he wait to get completely off rope until 
I was at least up and over the lip. Once we were both over the 
lip and off the rope, we started de-rigging. That pit, for some 
reason, makes me nervous every time, but I am sure glad that 
I did it. What an amazing place to be at, a place most people 
will never see! 

We made our way out of the cave and it was still day 

Jamie Winner and Andrew Woolard in the formation area of Cedar Ridge Crystal Cave.

Jamie Winner in Cedar Ridge Crystal Cave.
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light. As we were walking down the hill, Jamie was talking 
about wanting to see a Timber rattlesnake and how he has 
never seen one in the wild. Literally mid-story, I interrupted 
him and pointed at a large Timber rattlesnake laying there 
in the sun about two feet away, that everyone walked right 
by! It was a very pretty snake and we got a few photos of 
it. Again, we kept a more observant eye the rest of the way 
down the mountain. 

Once at the bottom, we enjoyed the nice, calm breeze, 
and the after-cave Yuengling Beer to really cool us off! What 
a day, and what weekend it had been!

Once back at the Cave-In site, the huge bonfire was al-
ready lit, unfortunately, but we all still had a great last night 
before it was time to come home…the parts that I remember 

from that evening, there were lots of bubbles, beer, moon-
shine, comradery and an all around good time was had by all!

The next day, the morning sun hit with a punch early, 
due to all the fun and festivities from the night before! 

After getting packed up and ready to go, we met up with 
Buddy Lane to gain access to the easy, roadside classic, Cedar 
Ridge Crystal Cave. Once through the gate, we were im-
mediately greeted by some old, dry formations. We looked 
around and shortly found the crawl that continued to the 
rest of the cave. At first, none of us were really impressed 
with the cave…especially after hearing how beautiful it was! 

So we continued deeper in the cave…once we reached the 
really big room, we said, “Oh!  Now I see why it’s gated!” I 
continued to get a few pictures in the beautifully decorated 
section of cave, while the rest of the group continued on. 
We actually spent an hour or more in the cave just making 
our way through formations, and more formations, and even 
more formations. 

After a couple hours, we made our way back to the en-
trance and our group parted ways to head back to Indiana. 
What a great weekend it was in the heart of TAG country! 

Chris Bell is a member of the NSS (55451), SCCi, Harrison 
Crawford Grotto and the Indiana Cave Survey.

Mike Woolard climbing out of South Pittsburg Pit

Mike Woolard in Cedar Ridge Crystal Cave.

Andrew Woolard in walking passage of Signal Light Pit
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Meeting Minutes
May CIG Regular Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 7th, 2014

1. Dean Wiseman called the meeting to order, all officers present ex-
cept for Bart Bridge.

2. Introductions were first and all present discussed their recent caving 
activity (or not?). 

3. Joe Kinder went over membership requirements.
4. Kelly McNamara is giving the program this evening on her trip to 

Hawaii including some caving.
5. Rich reviewed treasurer items, discussed that the monthly newslet-

ter was mailed on Tuesday, May 6.
6. Dean invited all to the E-board meeting next Wednesday and gave 

directions.
7. The future grotto trips were discussed and Charlie Vetters plans to 

do the May trip to Cave River Valley. Those interested have to go 
online to the IKC web site and follow the directions to study the 
WNS decon training module and follow up with the appropriate 
forms. It’s very important to follow the decon guidelines to abide 
by the WNS decon guidelines approved by the State of Indiana. 

8. The June 7th trip will go to Sullivan Cave led by Dean Wiseman.
9. The July Grotto Trip will conflict with the 4th of July weekend and 

then the NSS Convention will follow shortly after…there is no 
Grotto trip currently planned.

10. Saturday May 10th will be the Tim McLain Celebration of Life 
party at the Rand Heazlett property near Corydon, IN. 

11. Dean discussed a possible trip to Pless Cave for some water sam-
pling/ testing.

May CIG Board Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, May 14th, 2014

1. Officers Present: Ron Adams, Joe Kinder and Rich Lunseth.
2. Dean contacted Joe right before the meeting to say that he could 

not make it due to a scheduled medical procedure running be-
hind, and did not forward an agenda. The 3 members present 
discussed that they felt they wasted their time coming downtown 
for nothing and were disappointed.

3. As far as CIG business goes, we discussed the status of Capers 
planning and decided we were on track. 

4. We are looking for a local business to provide a quality breakfast 
Saturday and Sunday morning. Rich will investigate the local 
caterers and restaurants. Any suggestions welcome.

5. Possible nominations for Caver of the Year and Landowner of 
the Year were discussed. 

6. Meeting was adjourned at 9 pm.

12. The Grotto garage sale is Saturday, May 24 at Bob Vandeventer’s, 
please collect items to donate for the grotto to raise funds. Please let 
Bob know a day ahead if you would like to bring items to his house.

13. The grotto needs articles and photos for the newsletter, and also 
please visit our new website. 

14. Dean checked the bat boxes that the CIG built and placed near the 
White River at the IUPUI campus, and reported that one of them 
was leaning a bit and needs some gravel. Dean straightened it. He 
discussed that we are to maintain the boxes for 10 years and report 
to the university on the results.

15. The BOG meeting will be held in Indy in October, and our Hal-
loween party will coincide on October 25th. Dean encouraged 
other caving groups in Indiana to come. 

16. Dean asked for folks to consider joining Team 404 with a monthly 
debit to contribute to the NS National Headquarters purchase. 
They are 93% complete on the Team 404 goals.

17. Dean discussed that we may see more insects and mosquitoes due 
to the decrease in bat populations.

18. We are soliciting nominations for Caver of the Year and Cave 
Owner of the Year, people who have contributed to Indiana caving. 
Please submit any suggestions to Dean or any officers. 

19. Ron asked for volunteers to give programs for CIG Meetings. Bob 
Vandeventer volunteered to do an NSS Convention show for the 
August meeting and Joe Kinder also volunteered to do a show 
whatever month we would like. Ron is also stalking Dave Everton 
to ask him for a slide show. 

Speleolog
Date> March 13, 2014
Cave> Freemon’s/Hidden Pits
Location> Bloomington, IN
By> Dean Wiseman
With> Bill Baus, Kelly McNamera,  
Jenna Marcum
Comments> Great Trip!

Date> May 3-4, 2014
Cave> Fisher Ridge Cave System
Location> Horse Cave, KY
By> Ron Adams 
With> Steve Gladieus, Greg McNamara, 
Tony Akers, Marien Akers and Ty Spatta
Comments> 20 hour survey trip to  
KN Canyon.

Date> April 26, 2014
Cave> Kern’s Pit and Carcass Crypt
Location> Round Cove TN
By> Charlie Vetters
With> Kelly McNamara and Bill Baus
Comments>
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Caving in the 60s
From the Danny Chase Archives 
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Be sure to visit the grotto’s new website  
at www.cigcaves.com.
We have created a new, more accessible website for our members 
and visitors. Please visit all the pages and if you have any 
suggestions, stories or images you want to share, you can do it 
there.

Join in on the conversation. 
CIG Members may sign up for our grotto Yahoo Group. This 
group is members only and spam free. To participate, just send a 
message to cig-list-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  

If you would like to unsubscribe, just send a message to  
cig-list-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com.

If your e-mail address does not identify you by name, include 
a message with your real name in your request to join. If you 
change your e-mail address, you will need to sign up again. 

To see an archive of past messages and other information about 
the list, go to http://groups. yahoo.com/group/cig-list/.
To post a message to the list, send it to  
cig-list@yahoogroups.com.

CIG Interactive

Find us on Facebook

Top left: The paved road to 
the bottom of the valley has 
seen better days.

Top Right: The overgrown 
ghost town once home to 
Cave Capers.

Bottom left: The entrance to 
River Cave.

Bottom right: A large volume 
of water cascading over the 
moss-covered dam at the 
entrance to River Cave. 

Photos taken by Rich LunsethThe Back Page Return to Cave River Valley


