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News and Notes
61st Annual Indiana Cave Capers, August 8-10, 2014!  
Presented by the Central Indiana Grotto at the Crawford County Fairgrounds (the site of the 2007 
NSS Convention). Featuring a Friday night open jam and campground party hosted by the Shallow 
Grotto, great caving and led cave trips, vertical practice, Capers vendor Inner Mountain Outfitters, a 
Saturday night banquet and speaker, door prizes, and more!

Front Cover: Main stream passage past the low crawl area of Endless Cave in Cave River Valley of Indiana’s Washington 
County. Jenna Fessel-Bell, Judy Woosley, Bob Jackson. Photo by Chris Bell.

Caving Calendar
August 6  Grotto Meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial.  

Program: NSS Convention Report by Bob Vandeventer
August 8–10 Official Date of Cave Capers at Crawford County Fair Grounds.
September 3  Grotto Meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program: TBD
September 6 Monthly Grotto Trip: TBD 
September 9 Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home,  

525 Lawndrive Drive, Greenwood. 317-888-4501. 
September 10 CIG E-Board Meeting, 7:30 p.m. Design-Aire.
October 24 NSS Board of Directors Howdie Party  

in Indianapolis, Indiana
October 25 NSS Board of Directors Meeting at War Memorial  

in Indianapolis, Indiana
October 25 CIG Holloween and BOG Party and at Greg McNamara’s
August, 2015 NSS National Convention, Waynesville, Missouri.
July 17–23, 2016 NSS National Convention, Ely, Nevada.
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Main stream passage 
with Jenna Fessel-Bell.

Endless Cave entrance with waterfall.

On May 17th, 2014, 
Bob Jackson, Judy 
Woosley, Jenna Fes-

sel-Bell and I had a great op-
portunity to visit, in my opin-
ion, one of the most beautiful 
places that Indiana has to of-
fer: Cave River Valley. I had 
recently been in contact with 
Charlie Vetters of the CIG to 
see about tagging along with 
the group to visit a couple of 
caves that had been closed by 
DNR for several years. As it 
turns out, there were quite a 
few openings available on the 
trip, so we jumped on the op-
portunity!

The week leading up to 
the trip was full of prepara-
tion: cleaning/decontaminat-
ing all pieces of cave gear, 
making sure all camera and flash equipment was working, 
and making sure we had a baby sitter for our two month 
old. And as 9:00 am rolled around on the 17th, Judy and 

Bob met me and Jenna at our 
house, and we all car-pooled 
up to Washington County, 
dodging pot holes on more 
county roads than I even 
knew existed! 

We arrived on site first 
and it was an unusually cold, 
spring, morning. There was 
actually a chill in the air...  but 
it was still a beautiful morn-
ing! We all took advantage of 
having no audience and got 
changed into our cave attire. 
Shortly thereafter, Rich Luns-
eth, Kelly McNamara, and 
other CIG members arrived.

It was time to make our 
way down to the valley… and 
as we hiked down the gated 
road, we wondered, “If the 
gates blocking the road were 

locked, would the cave gate be unlocked?” Only time would 
tell…

We reached the valley in no time and at this point, the 

CIG Trip to Cave River Valley
Story and Photoa by Chris Bell
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Formation area with Jenna Fessel-Bell.

Kelly McNamara in the entrance passage of Endless Cave.

Endless Cave, with Bob Jackson, Judy Woosley, and Jenna Fessel-Bell.

sun was shining bright, warming up nicely and the stream 
from nearby River Cave was roaring and cascading down 
through the valley. It was such a beautiful and peaceful place 
to be! I went up to look at the entrance to River Cave, and as 

was suspected, due to all the rain we had received the week 
prior, it was deemed unsafe to enter. We had all brought 
life jackets for the deep water at the entrance, but with the 
amount that was raging out today, I doubt anyone could 

swim against that current. 
So, our next objective was Endless Cave. 

No one on our trip had ever been there, so 
we started walking down the valley looking 
for the large entrance...  and we didn’t see it. 
So we back tracked and eventually found the 
trail on the other side of the stream, leading 
to the entrance...  and it was a huge entrance 
at that! Endless cave had a huge, walk in en-
trance, with a gentle stream flowing out of it, 
nicely tucked away in a small valley...  one of 
the most beautiful cave entrances in the state 
of Indiana!

So, now came the moment of truth… 
was the gate opened for us!? Sure enough, it 
was open! Thank goodness! I would have hat-
ed to come all that way, just for the cave gate 
to be locked and the trip to be a bust! But 
thanks to the DNR, they must have come 
earlier that morning to unlock it for us!

The cave started out as a nice walking size 
passage and I was able to get a few decent pic-
tures right off the bat. The group continued 
on deeper into the cave, with the occasional 
few people going to check out a crawl here 
and there.  I continued to snap a few pictures 
in some of the larger sections cave as we trav-
eled deeper into the large borehole. 

At one point, several hundred feet in, the 
passage lowered to hands and knees crawl. I 
missed seeing this on the map and thought 
the cave was all walking...  so I had no knee 
pads on, which in turn, made this section, 
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suck...  and with all the water present, it made the crawl a 
little more sporting. But it didn’t take long before we were 
out, and back in an even bigger section of huge, walking, 
borehole. 

After several hundred more feet, and one detour I took 
through a nasty, muddy, tight crawl...  we arrived at the for-
mation area of the cave. It was a slick little climb up, to a 
small formation alcove. We all rested and chit-chatted for 
a while before it was time to start heading out. Bob, Judy, 
Jenna and I said our goodbye’s and departed from the rest of 
the CIG group and made our way out of the cave. We made 
it out uneventfully to a beautiful, spring afternoon. 

Having not been able to enter River Cave, I talked to 

the group into trying to visit another cave up the road about 
a mile...  one on my list to do for a while...  Saltpeter Cave. 
Even though everyone had already deconned and changed 
into their good clothes, they agreed to accompany me!

We drove up the road about a mile and I started stop-
ping at local residences’ houses to ask permission. It wasn’t 
long before I found an older man and his son working out-
side. I pulled up and we started talking. Come to find out, 
they knew Jenna’s family (jackpot!) pretty well and had no 
problem letting us in! We got permission, but since Jenna 
wasn’t feeling well, Bob, Judy and I started on our next little 
adventure, while Jenna stayed back to catch some sun and 
some Zzz’s. 

I had an old GPS point for Saltpeter Cave, but didn’t 
know how accurate it was. The hike was pretty short (only a 
quarter mile or so) and we reached the cave opening! Wow, 
it’s usually never that easy for me! But sure enough, the 
point was pretty close...  but the entrance seemed smaller 
than I had imagined. Judy and Bob opted out of going into 
the cave… So I started poking around the jumble of break-
down that made up the entrance. I finally found a spot I 
could squeeze through… It was tight, and it was a muddy 
mess. And to top it off, there were cave spiders EVERY-
WHERE! I felt bad, but I got a small stick and was knock-
ing the spiders down and pulling them over to the side of 
the crawl-way by their webs! And the further I went into the 
cave, the more and more spiders there were! The cave con-
tinued as a low, forearms/belly crawl in mud, coon crap and 
TONS OF SPIDERS! I went a little ways farther and de-
cided...  this was not the cave I was looking for. I don’t know Bob Jackson and Judy Woosley at the entrance to Saltpeter Cave.

Chris Bell in the main passage of Saltpeter Cave.
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if this cave was in the data base or not (and I have looked 
and found nothing), but I decided to call the cave Spider 
Surprise Cave. I mumbled and squeezed, and squawked and 
squirmed through the entrance to find Judy filming me with 
her smart phone and the two of them laughing. Yeah, that 
cave sucked! Uh, I mean...  all you young explorers out there 
looking for virgin cave, the cave GOES! 

I decided (obviously) that wasn’t Saltpeter Cave, so I 
started running around the woods hoping it would be close 
by. And sure enough, it was! Only about 300 feet away, or 
so, was the larger...  WALK IN...  entrance to Saltpeter Cave. 

We entered and immediately were greeted with a nice 
walking size borehole passage about 8-10 feet tall, heading 
into the hillside. Throughout the passage, there were old sig-
natures and dates, dating back to the 1800’s and early 1900’s. 
The floor was a little muddier than expected throughout the 
passage, so Bob and Judy decided to exit the cave once we 
reached a Karst Window entrance. I decided to continue on 
solo. And I am glad I did! Once past the Karst Window, 
it opens right back up to a walking size borehole canyon 
passage. It was much drier and dustier in this section. The 
passage was key hole shaped and had a very small stream in 
the lower level. Where I was walking, in the upper level of 
the canyon, there was evidence of saltpeter mining; old logs 
were scattered though out the passage. At one point, I saw 
something up ahead laying on the ground. I couldn’t make it 

out until I was right up on it. It seemed to be a mummified 
dog (or animal) of some kind. It was kind of spooky, but re-
ally neat all at the same time. 

From there, the cave continued on as a low crawl. Since 
I was just in jeans and a t-shirt, I decided to turn around and 
exit the cave. I took a few photos, solo, on the way out...  
they turned out ok...  nothing fancy. Once I got back to the 
main entrance, I met up with Bob and Judy and headed back 

to the truck. Wow, what a neat little cave! This cave was on 
private property, and due to that, and it being somewhat 
shadowed by the more famous Cave River Valley just down 
the road, I feel this cave was almost forgotten. I am sure glad 
I was able to find it and I am VERY glad that we gained per-
mission to enter this neat little, historical cave! 

It didn’t take very long to get back to the vehicle decon 

again and get on the road heading home. What a fantastic 
day of caving! I want to thank the CIG for allowing us to tag 
along on their trip! Cave River Valley is now one of my new 
favorite places to visit in Indiana...  and visiting three new 
caves to me (and one of those possibly being a virgin cave) 
made for a great weekend to spend underground! 

1900’s date in Saltpeter Cave.1800’s date in saltpeter Cave.

Chris Bell in another section of Saltpeter Cave.
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Way back in the late 70s, I was doing my 4 years 
of fun and frolic in “Fun City” as an IU student. 
I had no vehicle, so I would entice 

more mobile roommates to go caving and I 
spent most of my time exploring the caves of 
Garrison Chapel Valley and Bedford. Even got 
my name on the map of Donnahue. Later I 
joined the IU Spelunking Club and at one of 
the meetings, someone mentioned Cave Riv-
er Valley. It immediately captured my attention. My mind 
imagined a hidden valley with gaping holes in the sides of 
the hills with water spewing forth from their entrances, 

WOW! And you can go pay a few bucks to camp and explore 
multiple caves all day and drink Stroh’s all night. HEAVEN 

ON EARTH!! 
Well, reality hit and it was off to Chicago to 

get a job and explore the asphalt caverns of the 
big city. 

Fast forward to 2010s. I had been living in 
Indy for a while and decided to get back to cav-
ing so I searched out the CIG to restart my cav-

ing career. At one of the meetings, someone mentioned Cave 
River Valley. The memories flooded back all at once and I 
screamed, “I’ll go!” 

One sees great things  
from the valley;  
only small things  
from the peak.”

 G. K. Chesterton

Cave River Valley, finally.
Story and Photos by Rich Lunseth

The lush, overgrown ghost town near the entrance to River Cave .
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“Well, sorry overenthusiastic rookie caver” replied sage, 
sane and mud for blood caver, “the state bought the property 
and they won’t let you do any caving there because they are 
trying to protect the Indiana bat from WNS.” 

I was crushed to say the least. Meanwhile, I brushed up 
on my Cave River Valley or Cave River Park history. You see, 
settlers found the Clifty Creek in 1819 and what do settlers 
do when they find a nice fresh cascade of water coming out 
of a big old hole, they build stuff. A dude named John Ham-
ersley build a grain mill in the 1820s and then a distillery. 
Brilliant! Then his brother Joe came around and put in a 
sawmill. They cut and ground and drank until 1852 when 
the brothers decided to move on and sell the property to 
Henry Robertson who built a big house and carried on with 
the grinding and the sawing and drinking through 1894. 

In the early 40s, Victor Green of Pekin bought the val-

ley and saw green in them caves. He and his wife installed 
lights, restored the buildings and put in pay-as-you-catch 
trout ponds and started charging minimal fees to camp and 
cave. Even dammed up River Cave so visitors could take a 
boat ride for a buck. 

Victor and Mabel’s dreams are expressed in the park rules. 
“Our hopes and dreams for Cave River Valley Park is that it 
will be, most of all, a quiet, natural retreat, where the fam-
ily can get away from anxiety and stress and still find many 
pleasant activities for those who want ‘something to do’.”

Now I’m finally standing on the top of the ridge looking 
down through the lush mature trees into the deep cool val-
ley. I can make out several structures and can hear the roar of 
Clifty Creek far below. Descending, I could see the powerful 

Fellow explorers from left to right: Tull Piatt, Kelly McNamara, 
Laura Wayne, Aaron Canuel, Reid Wightman and Rich Lunseth.

Small multi-level side passage in Endless Cave.
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back over the saddle, we could hear the roar of water. There 
had been lots of rain earlier in the week so we were warned 
about fighting the current pouring out of the mouth of River 
Cave. We had decided not to go for the swim needed to ex-

plore the rest of the cave, but once 
we got up above the falls we looked 
into the entrance, and the water 
looked pretty calm and inviting. 
Kelly wanted to dive in, but we de-
cided to save it for our next visit 
to Cave River Valley. In stead, we 
soaked in the atmosphere standing 
in the knee-deep pool  at the  rim 
of the dam and looking down on 
the raging waters far below.  

What a magnificent place. Cave 
River Valley is it’s own world, nes-
tled in the dense forests of south-
ern Indiana. Every exhale vents the 
stress of my everyday life and gets 
caught in the cool breeze to be ab-
sorbed by the plants lucky enough 
to call this place home. Suddenly I 

felt sad. I thought about the station wagons and the fishing 
and all the generations of families that came to Cave River 
Valley to get away. I wished I could have been there then, at 
that time and in this place. Hmm, Stroh’s.

waterfalls pouring over the dam at the mouth of River Cave. 
As we descended down the steep washed out road, I could al-
most see family station wagons rolling up to the main cabin, 
a gaggle of kids pour out the back door screaming and jump-
ing into the cold rushing waters. 

We got to the bottom regrouped at the picnic table by 
the rapids. I pulled out my old maps and tried to figure out 
where Endless Cave was. It looked like it was over on the 
next valley, The valley walls were steep and at first glance 
there was no way to the other valley than to go around. We 
wandered around for a while collecting burrs and stickers. 
Then on the far bank, I saw an ancient network of trails 
washed out and overgrown. I jumped the river and followed 
the path up and over a low saddle in the ridge…there it is 
down below, one of the largest entrance I have ever seen. 
Beautiful. We all bounded down and entered the massive 
opening and stepped through an equally impressive gate 
erected far enough inside the entrance you couldn’t see it 
from the outside. Endless Cave is known to house endan-
gered bat species over the winter, so it will be locked fall 
through early spring to give them a chance to sleep undis-
turbed. Past the gate you walk along a large underground 
stream most of the way into the cave. There are a couple 
of side passages here and there, but most of Endless Cave 
is a wide open with very little decoration. What is remark-
able about this cave is the beautiful way water sculpted this 
cavern over millions of years. There are these huge slots cut 
in the ceiling that are both parallel and perpendicular to the 
passage trend. Other areas the walls are scalloped and carved 
in grand scale to form beautiful shapes as the passage weaves 

its way through beautiful smooth limestone. At the back of 
the cave is a good-sized breakdown room with several beauti-
ful formations.  

When we returned to the outside world, we decided to 
go check out the River Cave entrance. As soon as we came 

Aaron Canuel and Kelly McNamara are feeling it knoo-deep in the River Cave entrance pool.

The view from the top of the River Cave dam. 
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Tom Rea had mentioned his monthly trips to the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan several times and that he was looking 
for someone to take pictures so he could finish the book he 
was working on. So I volunteered to ac-
company him on his June trip especially 
since it was his 80th birthday weekend.

Since this was my first visit to Fiborn 
Quarry, the description of the property 
is from my perspective and what I ob-
served. Also the condensed history and 
the references at the end of the report are 
from what I found on the internet and are 
mainly for those reading this report who 
are not familiar with the area. I apologize 
in advance for any misstatements or if I 
missed anyone who was there.

The June weekend get-together by 
the Michigan Karst Conservancy (MKC) 
to the property consisted of Tom Rea and 
me, Aubrey and Martina Golden, their 
son Luke Golden, Tim Deady, Dead 
Reid, Paul Johnson, and Bill Houston. Of 
course the subject of the gathering was to work on the 480-
acre Fiborn Karst Preserve that MKC owns and manages, of 
which Tom is the property manager.

It would also be important to mention the Upper Peninsula 

Mosquitoes (UPMs) or that insisted on introducing them-
selves at every opportunity. If you are moving they just fol-
low you around but if you stop for some reason they go into 

attack mode. They pretty much ignored or were attracted to 
the Cutter Advanced Bug Spray I was using. The precaution-
ary statement on the spray bottle should have said “Hazards 
to humans and domestic animals but not to UPMs.”

BILL GREENWALD’S TRIP REPORT  
ON HIS FIRST VISIT TO  
MKC FIBORN QUARRY PROPERTY. 
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In the screen house on the preserve the UPMs just had a 
small contingent of Kamikazes so by setting up and crawling 
into my Eureka Solitaire Tent on the floor of the building I 
managed to keep them at bay so I could sleep. The first night 
their buzzing sort of kept me awake but the second night I 
actually got some sleep. I guess one gets used to them and 
with practice one can also get pretty good at killing them by 
clapping the hands at the right moment especially if you can 
catch one flying off with your blood.

 Tom picked me up at my house in Indianapolis Friday 
morning about 10:00 A.M. and we made it to the Michigan 
line in about three hours. We stopped for gas and a break in 
St. Johns north of Lansing. Tom has the trip down to a sci-
ence, including where to buy gas and where to eat. We were 
running about an hour early on our nine-hour trip when we 
got to the Mackinac Bridge. From there we took highway 
US-2 along Lake Michigan to the Bay View Inn in Epoufette 
where we were to meet the MKC people for supper at 7:00 
P.M.

After a very good white fish supper at the Bay View 
we headed for the screen house located in the woods just 
north of the Fiborn Quarry on the Preserve and at least 3 
miles from any main road. Paul had already mowed the grass 
around the screen house with the walk-behind mower that 
the preserve owns.

Martina had convinced Aubrey and Luke that the motel 
would be more comfortable for them to spend the night. 

Paul and Tim had their tents set up outside the screen house. 
Tom has his screened-in bed permanently set up in the loft 
of the screen house. He also set a jug of water on the sink 
inside and hooked up a battery and inverter to a connection 
outside to operate the lights in the building.

The next morning it was back to the Bay View for break-
fast at eight and then back to the preserve for everyone to 
work on their assigned tasks. Besides the mowing, there was 
a new wooden Fiborn Preserve sign to install by the pipe 
gate and two metal Danger Cave Signs to install, one at the 
trail head by the Pavilion and another close to Hendrie River 
Water Cave.

Tom and I were off to take pictures in the quarry. The 
80-acre Fiborn Quarry itself has two roads into it. The 
Southwest entry includes an Old Wood Fiborn Preserve 
Sign. Since this road includes access to a neighbor’s prop-
erty it has been difficult for the Preserve to close this road 
to vehicle traffic. The northeast entry has the pipe gate and 
the new Fiborn Preserve sign that they were installing. The 
plan is to remove the old sign and to block the road into the 
quarry on the preserve property with rocks or logs. This will 
encourage visitor to park by the pipe gate or at the Pavilion 
and hike the trails to and from the quarry property and the 
caves on foot.

Heading in the pipe gate entrance we came to the area 
in the Quarry that has the remains of the old railcar ma-
chine shop, power plant, and crusher building. Just south of 
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the machine shop building was a sinkhole that was taking 
most of the water in that area. The blue trail handout that 
is available at the Pavilion mentions Bad Breath Cave and 
Quarry Cave on Sinking Creek in 
the quarry area. The yellow sink-
hole trail handout also mentions 
these sinkholes.

Next we went southwest to 
where the other road comes down 
a hill into the quarry. There we 
found another sink taking water. 
Tom was interested in the source 
of this water which I found com-
ing out of the rock on the side of 
the quarry wall. On top of that hill 
I found a series of openings that 
I think is what they call Quarry 
Cave or the remains of Osborns 
Big Cave, most of which was quar-
ried away.

From there we went back to 
the Pavilion to do the hike back 
to Hendrie River Water Cave. Of 
course the UPMs decided to accompany us to the entrances 
and back. I understand you can spend a couple of hours do-
ing the cave so I’m saving that for my next visit.

Next we headed to the resurgences to take a look at 
where the water comes back to the surface. It starts out as 
a little spring in the woods but the flow must be significant 

as it widen quickly into a fast flowing 
stream. We finished up by taking some 
pictures of the foundation of the board-
ing house and what is left of the com-
pany housing area along the side of the 
road back to the Pavilion.

Saturday evening the decision was 
to have supper at a restaurant and bar in 
Engadine about 20 minutes away. The 
evening surprise was to celebrate Tom’s 
80th Birthday with apple, blueberry, 
and pineapple cream pie and ice cream 
at Betty Smith’s house on the way back. 
They also presented Tom with a Bronze 
Plaque titled “G. Tomas Rea Education 
and Service Center May 5th 2000”. 
This is to be mounted on the Screen 
House sometime in the future.

On the way back to Indiana on 
Sunday I think I killed the last of the 

UPMs in the vehicle just before we got to the Indiana state 
line. I personally feel the logging camps in the U.P. are fronts 
for the production and manufacturing of mosquitoes to 

I personally feel the logging 

camps in the U.P. are fronts 

for the production and 

manufacturing of mosquitoes  

to send south to the lower 48 

states and its funding comes  

from the companies that  

make the bug repellant. 
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send south to the lower 48 states and its funding comes from 
the companies that make the bug repellant. The best invest-
ment in anti-UPM equipment that you can make would be 
a Mosquito-Net-Hat. Of course everyone in the group had 
one but me.

In closing I have included some composite of the pic-
tures I took and the reader digest version of the history of the 
town. For the complete story I suggest buying the book by 
Mark Whitney that should be out before the end of the year. 
You can also visit the Web sites listed in the text.

 The village of Fiborn Quarry was created in 1904 to 
quarry high quality limestone. It was limited to housing for 
the quarry workers and support buildings like a school and 
general store. All of this was provided by the company. In 
1909, the quarry was purchased by Algoma Steel and then 
closed down in the 1920’s. It was reopened briefly in 1930 
to provide limestone for the paving of US-2. The town was 
completely deserted by 1940.

The quarry operation used dynamite to break up the 
limestone deposit. A steam shovel loaded the broken lime-
stone into ore cars that were hauled to the crusher. The 
crushed limestone traveled to a loading facility that could 
load four cars simultaneously. It was not unusual for 1,500 
tons of crushed limestone to be loaded into 30 cars daily. 

 The roster of railroad equipment used at the quarry 
included five locomotives (at least two were 40-ton Vulcan 

tank locomotives purchased before 1920, and one was a 43-
ton Porter tank engine purchased used in 1920. These tank 
engines were used to haul limestone from the quarry pit to 
the crusher. At least ten different steam shovels were used 
over time.

Michigan Karst Conservancy bought the property from 
Algoma Steel in 1987. Conservancy members gather one 
weekend a month from May through October to maintain 
trails and perform other management work, as well as con-
duct tours of Hendrie River Water Cave.

http://caves.org/conservancy/mkc/preserve_fiborn.html

Something I stumbled across on the internet that appears 
to be happening in the area just south of the Quarry: the Gay-
mounts Rexton Project. The project currently has three dis-
tinct phases: Exploration (nearly complete), Land acquisition 
and authorizations (on-going), Infrastructure construction of 
first site (in planning) The Rexton Project will initially involve 
surface quarries and, in the future, an underground mine. As 
I understand it they are having trouble acquiring the mineral 
rights to the land they want to mine.

http://rexton.graymontmicrosite.com/index.php/the-project 

Speleolog
Date> April 28, 2014
Cave> Endless Cave, Cave River Valley
Location> Campbellsburg, IN
By> Keith Dunlap
With> Scott Johnson 
Comments> Removed temperature data 
logged from cave in preparation of cave 
open for visitation May 1. 

Date> May 9, 2014
Cave> Blue Springs Cave
Location> Bedford, IN
By> Dan Chase 
With> Jim Richards, Art and Peg Palmer
Dale Chase, Laura Demarest, Andrew...  
Comments> 

Date> May 17, 2014
Cave> Endless Cave, Cave River Valley
Location> Campbellsburg, IN
By> Laura Wayne 
With> Rich Lunsth, Kelly McNamara, 
Reid Wightman, “Jethro” Tull Platt,  Bob 
Jackson, Judy Woosley, Jenna Fessel-Bell 
and Chris Bell, Aaron Canuel.
Comments> Lots of fun! Glad we got to 
go in!

Date> May 24–26, 2014
Cave> Round Cove Project
Location> Chattanooga, TN
By> Ron Adams
With> Tony, Simon and Marian Akers, 
Greg McNamara, Dough Hanka, Elliot 
Stahl, Gerald Meni Marion Smith
Comments> Survey, exploration, dig, 
mapping of 2 caves and started a third.

Date> May 31, 2014
Cave> Wyandotte
Location> Corydon, IN
By> Keith Dunlap
With> 16 IKC volunteers
Comments> Worked with the DNR to 
remove the 1991 bat gate as the cave is 
now protected by the 2013 gate closer to 
the entrance.

Date> June 28, 2014
Cave> Sullivan Cave
Location> Springville, IN
By> Fred Steinhoff
With> BSA Troop 269 Boy Scouts, adults 
and Dean Wiseman.
Comments> Went out Speed Hollow 
entrance. Fantastic trip.
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Meeting Minutes
June CIG Regular Meeting Minutes by Ron Adams 

Wednesday, June 4th, 2014

1  Dean Wiseman called the meeting to order, all officers present 
except for Bart Bridge.

2  Introductions were first and all present discussed their recent 
caving activity (or not?). 

a)  Jesse Houser announced that the Tim McLain memorial party 
at Rand Heazlet’s place was a great time and will become an 
annual event.

b)  Keith Dunlap announced that the IKC volunteers removed the 
1991 gate from Wyandotte cave once it was determined that 
the new gate was working well and accepted by the bats. The 
new gate is designed to be bat friendly and closer to the cold 
zone. Volunteers also removed some temperature data loggers 
from Endless Cave. 

c)  Rich Lunseth described the time had on the grotto trip to Cave 
River Valley. 

3  Joe Kinder went over membership requirements.
4  Joe Kinder is giving the program this evening on her trip to  

including some caving.
5  Rich reviewed treasurer items, discussed that the monthly news-

letter was mailed on Tuesday May 6th.
6  Dean invited all to the e-board meeting next Wed and gave 

directions.
7  The June 7th was switched to June 14th and the trip will go to 

Sullivan Cave and hopefully do a through trip out of the Man-
hole Entrance, if the water levels are ok, led by Dean Wiseman.

8  The July grotto trip will conflict with the 4th of July weekend 
and then the NSS Convention will follow shortly after… there 
is no Grotto trip currently planned.

9  Dean discussed a possible trip to Pless Cave for some water 
sampling/testing.

10  The Grotto garage sale was Saturday May 24th at Bob Vande-
venter’s, Dean would like to increase participation next year 
because the crickets were heard chirping when volunteers and 
donations were requested. A possible date change was discussed 
since it fell over Memorial Day Weekend. 

11  Kevin Romanak discussed that the IU Caving club will be host-
ing 14 Korean cavers for a period of time and they will be here 
before and during Cave Capers, they are trying to fund their 
visit and have asked the CIG for help with their Capers fees.

12  The grotto needs articles and photos for the newsletter, and also 
please visit our new website.

13  Over the Edge USA will be doing a fund raiser for Children’s 
Make a Wish Foundation in downtown Indy on August 1st 
and will be rappelling a building.  overtheedgeusa.com

14  The BOG meeting will be held in Indy in October, and our 
Halloween party will coincide on October 25th. And the 
business meeting on Saturday will be held at the Indiana War 
Memorial.  Dean encouraged other caving groups in Indiana to 
come to the party. 

18  We are soliciting nominations for Caver of the Year and Cave 
Owner of the Year, people who have contributed to Indiana 
caving. Please submit any suggestions to Dean or any officers. 

19  Ron asked for volunteers to give programs for CIG Meetings. 
Bob Vandeventer volunteered to do an NSS Convention show 
for the August meeting Dave Everton Will do a slide show in 
July, possibly on Binkley Cave. 

24 NSS Board of Directors Howdie Party 
25 NSS Board of Directors Meeting at War Memorial
25 CIG Holloween and BOG Party and at Greg McNamara’s

NSS Board of Directors  
Meeting is coming to Indy.
This is your chance to hang with cavers from all over the country.

OCT 24-26
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June CIG E-board Meeting Minutes by Ron Adams 
Wednesday, June 11th, 2014

1.  Dean Wiseman called the meeting to order, present was also, 
Treasurer Rich Lunseth, Board members Charlie Vetters, and Bart 
Bridge (who brought beer!), and secretary Ron Adams. 

2.  First discussed was the Capers guidebook advertisers, Dean spent 
a lot of time finalizing with us a list of board members who will 
contact past and potential sponsors, and we brainstormed possible 
new members. He will be sending this list to everyone to work on.

3. The Poster that Charlie created for Capers, and getting it out to 
some prime locations, sport stores, colleges, etc...  

4.  Bart announced that his company will be printing the guidebook, 
and with no limit on color pages! It will be a folded book instead 
of flat stapled pages of the past.

5. The T-shirts were discussed and a special cave capers staff shirt will 
be available for a $5 charge.

6. We will try to have more horizontal led trips available for this 
year’s Capers.

7. We are trying to find someone to do breakfast for Capers. We 
discussed using possibly church or 4H groups who might be 
interested in supplying food in the mornings.

8. We have several members to contact about lapsed dues, many 
whom just have not gotten around to paying yet; Joe crafted a let-
ter to send to lapsed members and wants a list of lapsed members.

9. Volunteers for capers will be needed and we discussed ways to 
get more people involved, Charlie will solicit folks at meetings. 

July CIG Regular Meeting Minutes by Ron Adams 
Wednesday, July 2nd, 2014

1. Dean Wiseman called the meeting to order, all officers present 
except for Bart Bridge and Joe Kinder.

2. Introductions were first and all present discussed their recent 
caving activity (or not?). Dean discussed the recent grotto trip to 
Sullivan Cave where they used tea lights to light the spiral room 
with candles lighting the  spiral, and the group exited the Speed 
Hollow route, along for the trip was a 73 year old grandmother 
who did very well on the trip.    

3. Ron Adams went over membership requirements.
4. Dave Everton is giving the program this evening on the latest cav-

ing in the Binkley Cave System which is approaching 40 miles of 
mapped passages.

5. Rich reviewed treasurer items, discussed that the monthly newslet-
ter was mailed on Tuesday May 6th.

6. Dean invited all to the e-board meeting next Wed and gave direc-
tions.

7. With the NSS Convention approaching in a week and a half and 
the 4th of July weekend falling on the normal grotto tip weekend, 
no grotto trip has been scheduled for July… If a trip is happening 
folks will put it out on the CIG list. The August grotto trip will be 
Cape Capers.

We want more caves, trips... and more people involved. Advertis-
ing ideas, fliers for college campuses printed with our new to us 
printer, and using the Susie Strickland salamander design with the 
Capers logo as a permanent Capers logo.

10. The BOG meeting will be held in Indy in October 24, 25, 26, the 
Indiana War Memorial will host the Saturday meeting, there will 
be a Friday night howdy party and the CIG Halloween party on 
Saturday night. Dean is asking the e-board to all participate with 
helping the events all weekend. Set up and tear down for each 
event will require help from the grotto.

11. Charlie set up a deadline for the Capers guidebook content for 
July 13th... Ron found a caving pic for the cover of the guide-
book, and we will be doing a full wallpaper of the cover photo 
with the print overlay on the photo. The cover will be on a heavier 
stock of paper. 

12. Dean discussed future donations to the NSS HQ and we also dis-
cussed the Shelter project at the HQ that Dave Haun is trying to 
fund. The grotto put out huge amounts of cash towards the HQ 
in the last year, so we are not looking to do major funding again 
soon.

13. We will be paying $250 for a Capers ad in the NSS Convention 
Guidebook. It will be a 1⁄4 page ad.

14. Bart finally got his bio sent to Charlie for the website.
15. Ron discussed that Brent Cook and his wife will be doing kids 

activities, and Charlie will coordinate.
16. Ron will check with our Capers speaker Andy Armstrong to see 

about coordinating his flights.

8. Dean discussed a possible trip to Pless Cave for some water sam-
pling/testing.

9. The grotto needs articles and photos for the newsletter, and also 
please visit our new website.

10. The BOG meeting will be held in Indy in October, and our Hal-
loween party will coincide on October 25th. And the business 
meeting on Saturday will be held at the Indiana War Memorial.  
Dean encouraged other caving groups in Indiana to come to the 
party. 

11. We are soliciting nominations for Caver of the Year and Cave 
Owner of the Year, people who have contributed to Indiana cav-
ing. Please submit any suggestions to Dean or any officers. Doug 
Hendrickson the owner of The Binkley Cave main entrance was 
last year’s land owner of the year, and the cave of the year award 
went to Brenda Shultheis.

12. Ron asked for volunteers to give programs for CIG Meetings. Bob 
Vandeventer volunteered to do an NSS Convention show for the 
August meeting Dave Everton Will do a slide show in July, pos-
sibly on Binkley Cave. 
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Caving in the 60s by Dan Chase
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Be sure to visit the grotto’s new website  
at www.cigcaves.com.
We have created a new, more accessible website for our members 
and visitors. Please visit all the pages and if you have any 
suggestions, stories or images you want to share, you can do it 
there.

Join in on the conversation. 
CIG Members may sign up for our grotto Yahoo Group. This 
group is members only and spam free. To participate, just send a 
message to cig-list-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  

If you would like to unsubscribe, just send a message to  
cig-list-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com.

If your e-mail address does not identify you by name, include 
a message with your real name in your request to join. If you 
change your e-mail address, you will need to sign up again. 

To see an archive of past messages and other information about 
the list, go to http://groups. yahoo.com/group/cig-list/.
To post a message to the list, send it to  
cig-list@yahoogroups.com.

CIG Interactive

Find us on Facebook

The Back Page

Sketched drawn by Rich Lunseth during Indiana Caverns map survey led by Dave Everton. 


