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CIG Grotto Picnic at Don & Jo Ellen Paquette’s home at 3530 Moulton Road, Martinsville, Indiana 46151. Starting 
time is Noon on Saturday, September 13th through Noon on Sunday with food at 6pm Saturday. Grotto will provide beef 
and veggie burgers and hot dogs. Please bring a side dish to share. Tent camping is available Friday and Saturday night. 
Vertical practice tower and zip line will be provided for those with proper gear and experience. Beginners and minors 
must be supervised by experienced person.

Front Cover: Silhouette of Jenna Bell in Cherokee Caverns three months pregnant.

September 3  Grotto Meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program:  
NSS Convention Report by Bob Vandeventer.

September 6 Monthly Grotto Trip: TBD 

September 9 Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home,  
525 Lawndrive Drive, Greenwood. 317-888-4501. 

September 10 CIG E-Board Meeting, 7:30 p.m. Design-Aire.

September 13 CIG Picnic at Don Paquette’s home, 3530 Moulton Road,  
Martinsville, Indiana 46151

October 1  Grotto Meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial.  
Program: TBD

October 4 Monthly Grotto Trip: TBD 

October 8 CIG E-Board Meeting, 7:30 p.m. Design-Aire.

October 14 Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home,  
525 Lawndrive Drive, Greenwood. 317-888-4501. 

October 24 NSS Board of Governors Howdy Party  
in Indianapolis, Indiana

October 25 NSS Board of Governors Meeting at War Memorial  
in Indianapolis, Indiana

October 25 CIG Halloween and BOG Party at Greg McNamara’s

July 13-17, 2015 NSS National Convention, Waynesville, Missouri.

July 17-23, 2016 NSS National Convention, Ely, Nevada.
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NSS Board of Directors Meeting is coming to Indy.
            Your chance to hang with cavers from all over the country.
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Knoxville
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Story and Photography by Chris Bell
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Endless Cave entrance with waterfall.

Top Left: Maegen Rochner near the edge of one of the lookouts. Bottom Left: Maegen Roch-

ner in Cherokee Caverns. Above: Chris and Jenna Bell, Maegen and Chris Rochner at the 

lodge. Below: Maegen and Chris Rochner with Jenna Bell at the Alum Cave Arch.

On September 28 and 29, 2013, Jenna 
Fessel-Bell (my wife) and I traveled to 
Knoxville, TN to do some hiking and a 

little caving. We met our friends Chris and 
Maegen Rochner who had recently moved to 
the area (in the last year or so).

Our first objective: Hike to the third high-
est peak in the Great Smokey Mountains 
National Park, Mount Le Counte. At 6,593 
feet and a round trip of about 13 miles, this 
was going to be my longest hike to date. Al-
though I have had quite a few rough hikes 
that seemed that long, down in the TAG 
area, this was truly the longest hike I have 
ever done. And it was worth it! I also have 
to add that Jenna gets the “Most Honorable 
Hiker” award for the weekend for completing 
the entire trail, at three months pregnant! 

We arrived at the Alum Cave Trail head 
(about an hour from Knoxville) very early in 
the morning… I believe it was 6:30 a.m. when 
we started. The hike was pretty uneventful 
and the trail pretty empty, which was a good 
thing… although, by the time we reached the 
top, more and more people had been show-
ing up (they were mainly people coming 
down off the mountain who had  stayed at 
the lodge the night before).

The views from the hiking trail were ab-
solutely stunning! It was a perfect day 
with warm temperatures, sunshine and a 
gentle breeze. After about five hours or so, 
we reached the peak! The temperature had 
changed quite a bit as it was now a cool 45 
degrees F and the occasional foggy clouds 
that drifted by us. And even so, it was such 
a remarkable and beautiful place to be! We 
spent some time drinking some hot coffee 
and filling up water bottles at the small lodge 
at the summit before continuing on. While 
at the summit, we toured a couple of “look 
out” points to see the remarkable views! 
We had an amazing time just taking in the 
views from the endless vista! Unfortunately, 
we couldn’t spend all day up there, so it was 
time to head down the mountain. 

Again, the hike was pretty uneventful, and 
we eventually made it to the bottom. Being 
a very popular trail in the park, there was a 
LOT more people on the trail the closer we 
got to the bottom. But all in all, it was a very 
enjoyable hike and I highly recommend it to 
anyone looking for a day long hike/get-away!

After our hike, my legs and feet thanked 
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me after we got in the car and sat down! We then drove 
into downtown Gatlinburg to one of my personal favorite 
places to eat, the Smokey Mountain Brewery! My belly 
then thanked me for the awesome pizza and delicious beer! 

Our next objective (the next day): visit an old tourist 
cave that used to be open to the public: Cherokee Caverns! 
After talking with the owner, Mike, several weeks prior, 
we had permission to visit this hidden gem of a cave, just 
outside of the Knoxville city limits! 

Cherokee Caverns was a tourist cave for a little over a 
hundred years, under different names, until fairly recent. 
Now the cave is opened to the public only occasionally 
throughout the year: mainly around Halloween for trick or 
treat in the cave, and around Christmas when Santa makes 
an appearance underground. We were lucky enough to get 

Maegen Rochner in Cherokee Caverns.

in for free and have free-reign in 
the cave! 

The cave has got to be one of 
the most decorated caves I have 
ever seen! There are formations 
everywhere! As soon as we en-
tered the gate, we were greeted 
with a large trunk passage with 
huge stalactites hanging down! 
Unfortunately, the cave has 
seen extensive damage from 
vandals in the past. For all the 
thousands of formations in the 
cave, there are at least two or 
three pieces of every formation 
littering the cave floor… along 
with some spray paint and other 
occasional graffiti. The present 
owner is in the process of trying 
to clean up and return the cave 
to a more natural setting (ex-
cept for the sporadic Halloween 
decorations for the upcoming 
trick or treat “season”). 

As we made our way further 
into the cave, it revealed even 
more surprises! There were 
some rare formations called 
anthodites, found in one small 
section of the cave. What a rare 
and exciting treat to be able to 
see these formations! Although 
they were not as big as the fa-
mous anthodites in Sky Line 
Caverns in Virginia, these were 

“tucked away” off of the trail resulting in very little damage 
to formations. 

We spent a little more time in the short cave taking pho-
tos and taking in all the wonderful sites the cave had to 
offer! For being as large as it was, there was only about 
1000’ of passage to traverse.

We made our way out of the cave and chatted with the 
land owner for a while longer before saying our goodbyes 
and heading back to Indiana! What a fantastic way to 
spend such a beautiful weekend up in the mountains of 
east Tennessee!

Chris Bell is a member of HCG (Harrison Crawford 
Grotto), SCCi, ICS (Indiana Cave Survey) and the NSS.
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El Speleo has just released another new headlamp. Pre-
vious models include The 1600 — two LEDs one 600 lumen 
spot — and one 1000 lumen flood cannot run both at once. 
The 2000 model —two LEDs —one 1000 Lumen spot and one 
1000 Lumen flood cannot run both at once. Early this past 
year they released The Limited Edition — one 800 lumen 
spot and one 1200 lumen flood that can run both LEDs at 
once. Now we have the new El Speleo Nichia. There is also 
a 1000 model, and they make a version of The Limited with 
two flood and one spot for a total output of 3000 lumen for 
video. Each light represented an improvement from pre-
vious models and this one is no exception. All El Speleo 
lights have multiple output settings for each LED and run 
off 18650 Lithium-ion batteries. I have owned all except for 
the first 1600 model. Croatia is home to many caves, likely 
as many as any European nation. Some 
of these caves are among the deepest in 
the world. Due to the technical nature 
of these deep systems Croatian cavers 
demand premium cave lights. They now 
have a local source for such lights. Recre-
ational cavers like myself can also enjoy 
these lights. 

The Nichia differs from previous mod-
els in several ways. This light has GoPro 
support. This means the camera support 
is CNC machined onto the lamp body. It is lighter at 350 
grams and has a smaller head diameter than previous mod-
els. This light is not as bright as previous models. Flood and 
spot both have a maximum of 500 lumen. The flood and 
spot can be operated simultaneously for a maximum out-
put of 1000 lumen. This light also has two switches, push 
button high quality Apem ISR3SAD200. There is a Apem 
push boot over each switch. One switch for flood and one 
for spot. Other El Speleo models have just one switch for 
control of both LEDs. The light housing is black anodized 

CNC machined. The battery case is a hard ABS shell with 
two Panasonic NCR 18650B Lithium-ion. Battery capacity 
is 6800 mAh. This light uses Nichia model 219 LEDs. This 
chip has a color render index ( CRI ) of 92, currently high-
est in the world. Color Render is described as “Effect of 
illuminant on the color appearance of objects by conscious 
or subconscious comparison with their color appearance 
under a reference illuminant” by the International Commis-
sion on Illumination. This high CRI is beneficial for photo 
and video. Color temperature is 4500 kelvin. This light also 
has a quick release connector (IP68 rated) for easy change 
of battery case or to charge. This battery box uses two 
18650’s as opposed to three on other El Speleo models. The 
Nichia has 4 output settings for each optic, this allows for 
many output options using both flood and spot. To oper-
ate you push and hold down either switch for a couple of 
seconds, same to shut off. El Speleo offers an optional one 
meter cable extension for when you use the head strap 
but prefer to have the battery pack on your waist or in a 

pocket. Currently they do not offer a AA 
back up battery pack but I understand 
they plan to offer soon. 

El Speleo provided me with this light 
to test, and I received this light in early 
June 2014. Currently (July 2014) this light 
is not yet available in The USA. I cannot 
thank Jeja enough for allowing me to test 
his lights. I currently have the only Nichia 
El Speleo in the USA. It was shipped to 
me directly from Croatia. In time it will 

be released to other distributors. This light differs a bit in 
appearance from other El Speleo cave lights. The shape of 
the head is smaller and has a slightly different shape than 
the others. I noticed the weight difference right away. You 
can see some of the electronics in the head unlike other 
El Speleo lights. This light also comes with an elastic type 
head strap. This strap is wider than what you typically see 
on common sport lights. I waited until dark outside to test 
with some other lights I own. I chose to test it against my El 
Speleo Limited Edition and also my Fenix HP 15 due to its 

El Speleo Nichia 
GoPROCave Light 
 
By Jeff Cody 
 

PRODUCT REVIEWMaegen Rochner in Cherokee Caverns.
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similar output on spot as this light. When comparing to my 
Limited Edition, this light was obviously not as bright on 
high settings but this was expected. I did notice the color 
of the light was a bit “warmer” than on the Limited Edition. 
The spot did appear slightly tighter than spot on the Lim-
ited. The angle on the flood was similar to the angle on the 
flood of the Limited Edition. The use of both at once did 
provide a very nice blend like on the Limited. I was only 
able to compare spot vs the Fenix HP 15 because HP 15 is 
single optic. HP 15 has a high of 500 lumen according to 
Fenix. One must understand the price difference between 
HP 15 and this light. This light is a few hundred dollars US 
and Fenix is around $70 US. Fenix is a multi-purpose sport 
light and this light is a purpose built cave light. I took these 
differences into consideration when doing comparisons. I 
chose this particular Fenix as opposed to my other Fenix 
lights because this has a wider angle spot than other Fe-
nix headlamps. I was surprised to see the angle of beam 
on this light was very similar looking out at a distance to 
Fenix HP 15. The output appears to be similar. I had to 
compare several times to see if one looked brighter. Like 
the comparisons with The Limited Edition, this light has 
a warmer color than the Fenix HP 15. I also took it cav-
ing with a friend who has an El Speleo Limited Edition. 
The cave we went to did not feature any large passage or 
rooms. I ran this light on the second setting on flood most 
of the time and went to middle settings on flood and spot. 
I found that it is much faster and easier to switch between 
the various settings on this light because it has a switch 

for both flood and spot. I also had no trouble finding the 
switches with gloves on as they are not recessed like push 
button switches on sport lights. 

My final impression on this light is very positive. It ap-
pears to be an alternative for those who may be concerned 
with the weight of previous and more powerful El Speleo 
lights. The 1000 lumen total output is sufficient and seems 
to be a reasonable trade off for the weight savings com-
pared to previous model El Speleo cave lamps. Target 
price on this light is 250 Euro’s (currently around $340 US). 
As of this writing this light is new and exact price is yet to 
be set. Given the price of $620 US for The Limited Edition 
and around $400 US for The 2000 model, this is certainly 
an attractive option for those who want to move up to a 
premium cave light. Especially when you consider you will 
pay more for a Sten. I removed the included strap and hard 
mounted mine like I do all my other cave lights. I found the 
quick connect plug is easier and faster to use for charging 
than having to get into the battery case and disconnect 
the battery from head via JST connector like on the Lim-
ited Edition. I was surprised to find my light accidentally 
turned on in my pack after caving with it. I figured with 
the time you need to depress the switch to unlock driver 
it would not accidentally turn on easily. I would suggest 
disconnecting the plug between head and battery prior 
to transporting. Due to the weight savings, I will likely use 
this light for all except very large passage or pits. In those 
cases I will use the Limited Edition. 

August CIG Regular Meeting Minutes by Ron Adams 
Wednesday, August 6th, 2014

1  Dean Wiseman called the meeting to order, all officers 
present except for Bart Bridge.

2  Introductions were first and all present discussed their 
recent caving activity (or not?). Convention caving was 
mostly discussed, along with some other caving. Rusty 
Riley, Joe Kinder, Dave Stahl, Ron Adams, Dean Wise-
man, all had a lot to report.

3  Joe Kinder went over membership requirements.
4  Bob Vandeventer is giving the program this evening 

on the NSS Convention activities and events. 
5  Rich reviewed treasurer items, discussed that the 

monthly newsletter was mailed on Tuesday May 6th
6  Dean invited all to the e-board meeting next Wed and 

gave directions.

7  The August grotto trip will be Cape Capers.
8  The grotto needs articles and photos for the newslet-

ter, and also please visit our new website.
9  The BOG meeting will be held in Indy in October, and 

our Halloween party will coincide on October 25th. 
Dean discussed that about 10 people will be coming 
in to town for the meeting. The business meeting on 
Saturday afternoon will be held at the Indiana War 
Memorial. Dean encouraged other caving groups in 
Indiana to come to the party. 

10  Ron asked for volunteers to give programs for CIG 
Meetings. Bob Vandeventer volunteered to do an NSS 
Convention show for the August meeting. 11 Last min-
ute Capers business was discussed next.

August CIG E-board Meeting was not held due to Cave Capers

MEETING MINUTES
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S
torms Pit is a long known Indiana pit around 60 
feet deep located close to the Monroe — Lawrence 
county line a few miles west of highway 37. I have 
long since known of this pit and always wanted to 
see it. It was not until October of 2013 before I had 

the chance to see it. During this visit I noticed the state 
of disrepair the fence was in. Not long after this trip Brian 

Leavell asked for suggestions for an upcoming conserva-
tion project. I got back to Brian and he suggested we both 
go down and look at it. I also contacted the landowner and 

asked if she would approve cavers installing a fence for 
her. She told me she would be grateful as the pit sits be-
hind her home and she is afraid her grand children might 
fall in. I met Brian last winter at Edna Marvin’s place a 
couple miles from the pit. From there we went to the site 
to check it out and he decided this could be a project for 
the Eastern Indiana Grotto. A vote was made at an EIG 
meeting to fund this project. EIG also solicited donations 
and was able to get a little financial help along with offers 
of labor and tools from members. Back in July, Brian and a 
few members went down to do some preliminary site work 
such as measuring and clearing brush from the path of the 
new fence and also marking spots for fence posts. A date 
of August 23 was selected for the installation. 

I woke early that morning to oppressive heat and hu-
midity and got breakfast and made the trip down to the 
site. I parked my car near the landowners place and Brian, 
Mike Lorance, Travis Reynolds, Jared Cebada, Johnathan 
Annonson, Kelly McNamara, were up top. We gathered our 
stuff, sprayed bug repellant on and made the short walk 
down to the sinkhole where we found Elza Marvin, Brenda 
and John Shultheis and Jim Beasley at work installing the 
gate. Elza and Jim had their trucks further down parked 
close to the sink. Those who were already down there pret-
ty much had the gate already in place. The rest of us began 
digging a couple more post holes for the wood posts. After 
that we began to drive the metal posts into the ground. In 

Storms Pit Fence Project 

Our cars parked up top.

The new gate.

Storms Pit from rig point.

By Jeff Cody
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the process of doing this Jared had discovered a bee nest 
in the ground near the work area. Elza had some weed 
eater gas in his truck so a burn of the nest was required 
to make that area workable. Once the posts were in place, 
Brian began to roll out the fence. By that time I needed a 
hydration break as well as the others. After the break we 
began to use a come along to stretch the fence around 
the posts. Then it was a process of attaching the stretched 
fence to the posts and also doing some fine tuning of drop-

ping the fence down closer to the ground where there 
were dips. We also had to cut the fence in a few places so 
it would wrap around trees. We tried to use the posts as 
much as possible and did not want to drive staples in trees 
that did not already have them from the previous fence. 
Things were shaping up real nice and we had most of it 
done after a few hours. We took another break and it be-
gan to rain. The rain turned into a hard rain. I went back 
up to the top and checked the gravel road where I was 
parked. I sat in my car and waited for the rain to stop. I 
changed into another shirt and went back down with an 

umbrella this time. 
I arrived back at the lower parking area to find that Elza 

had attempted to drive his Ford 4WD pick up out and had 
gotten stuck. He was hung up on a large rock under his 
frame. They were able to jack his truck up and remove the 
rock with the come along we used on the fence. At this 
point, Elza was now on a mud slope about ten feet long. His 
wheels just spun and his tires were full of mud in a short 
order. At this time I noticed the fence was pretty much 
done except for some trimming and some other minor fine 
tuning. From there we attempted to use the come along to 
get Elza’s truck up to where there was grass and not mud. 

After about an hour or so of this we got his front wheels 
up on the grass and they just spun. Darkness was setting 
in as it was cloudy and it began to rain hard once more. 
At this point I realized that truck was going no where. Jim 
also had his truck down behind Elza but did not see any 
sense at this point to move at all. The rain fell harder so I 
used my umbrella and went back up to my car. I began to 
wonder if I should not get my low clearance economy car 
up to the county road before the gravel drive got much 

Mike Lorance with post hole digger.

The burn of the bee’s nest.

This fence looks pretty good..

Jared Cebada working in a post.



S E P T E M B E R  2014 C E N T R A L  I N D I A N A  G R O T T O  PA G E  1 1 7

worse. There was a good slope back up to the road from 
where I was parked. Mike, Jared and Brian were still there 
with 4WD parked up top and could safely get out. Jim had 
plans to stay with Brian that evening. I got my car up to 
the road OK and left to go home. It began to rain hard once 
again. On the way home I had to dodge some small tree 
limbs that had recently fallen in the road from the storm. 

Brian Leavell attaching the fence to a post.

Elza and Jim left their trucks there and Jim got a ride back 
to Brian’s place nearby and Elza got a ride back home to 
Bloomington. After returning home I got on Facebook to 
tease Elza of his situation. Elza has always been proud of 
his truck so I was not going to let this opportunity slip by. 
Elza and Mike was going to come back down the next day 
and attempt to get their trucks out hoping for drier times 
Sunday. It looked to me that they were going to need a 
winch or dry ground to get out . 

In closing I would like to thank all who helped and also 
especially thank Brian Leavell for taking the lead on this 
project . Without his efforts this likely would not get done. 
Brian had told me that in a previous conversation with the 
landowners husband that he was thinking of an attempt 
to fill the pit in. He is not aware of the large chamber at 
the bottom and how this likely would not work. With this 
in mind, I feel this fence came at just the right time. It 
is quite possible the pit would suffer from an attempt by 
the landowner to fill it in. I hope this project will attain a 
good caver relationship with the landowner. Brenda also 
brought a combination lock for the gate . This effort should 
ensure that the landowner will no longer have to worry of 
young grand kids falling in the pit and keep the pit open 
to responsible caving.

Date> July 14-18, 2014
Cave> Run to the Mill, Pretty Well, 
Tarode Pit, Valhalla and Rumbling 
Falls
Location> TAG
By> Ron Adams
With> Andy and Bonny Armstrong, 
Rusty Riley, Tony, Marion and Simon 
Akers, assorted Canadian cavers and 
some others.
Comments> Not all listed cavers did 
all the caves. 

Date> August 2, 2014
Cave> Lucas Blowhole
Location> Corydon/Milltown, IN
By> Greg McNamara 
With> Danny Dible, Tony and Marion 
Akers, Chuck Perkins, Glenn Lemasters, 
Kent Wilson, Brian Grubb, Mike Lucas, 
Rand Heazlit and Kyle Hoyt.
Comments> Dug on plug at bottom 
of 38 foot  pit.
Date> July 12, 2014

Cave> Binkley Cave
Location> Corydon, IN
By> Joe Kinder 
With> Dave Everton, Laura Demerast, 
Chris Parks, Nrad Barcom, Rand 
Heazlit, Shane Myles, Nick Benton, 
Tony and Marion Akers and Seth 
Gower.
Comments> One of the best cave 
trips ever. Certainly the highlight of 
my caving career. Surveyed 7,056 ft. 
putting Binkley Cave over 40 miles 
long.

Date> August 1, 2014
Cave> River and Endless Cave
Location> Cambellsburg, IN
By> Charlie Vetters
With> Dan and Mara Vetters and Sara 
Gordon
Comments> 

Date> July 19, 2014
Cave> Rumbling Falls

Location> Spencer, TN
By> Joe Kinder
With> Bart Bridge, Justin Thompson, 
Chris Parks, Adam Haydak. Were 
joined later by Ron Adams, Doug 
Hanka, Rusty Riley, Marion, Tony and 
Simon Akers and Andy and Bonny 
Armstrong.
Comments> Amazing trip and was 
able to get some incredible photos. 
Good to go back!!!

S P E L E O L O G



PA G E  1 1 8  C E N T R A L  I N D I A N A  G R O T T O  S E P T E M B E R  2014

Be sure to visit the grotto’s new website at cigcaves.com. 
We have created a new, more accessible website for our members 
and visitors. Please visit all the pages and if you have suggestions, 
stories or images you want to share, you can do it there.

Join in on the conversation.  
CIG Members may sign up for our grotto Yahoo Group. This 
group is members only and spam free. To participate, just send a 
message to cig-list-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

If you would like to unsubscribe, just send a message to  
cig-list-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com.

If your e-mail address does not identify you by name, include a 
message with your real name in your request to join. If you  
change your e-mail address, you will need to sign up again. 

To see an archive of past messages and info about the list, go to 
http://groups. yahoo.com/group/cig-list/. To post a message to 
the list, send it to cig-list@yahoogroups.com.

CIG INTERACTIVE
Follow us on Facebook
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Cave cotton (gypsum extrusions) in Robinson Ladder Cave. Photo by Rich Lunseth.


