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Caving Calendar
June 5 Grotto Meeting. World War Memorila 7:30 p.m. Program on the NSS National 

Convvention by Bill Greenwald..
June 8 Grotto Trip. Sullivan Cave, Leaders Dave Haun and Bob Vandeventer.
June 13–16 62nd SERA, Cumberland Caverns, Tennessee
June 28 Cave Capers,  Crawford County Fairground. Banquet speaker Bill Steele.
July 10 Date Change: Grotto Meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War memorial. Program on 

TAG caving by Joe Kinder.
July 13 Grotto Trip. Karst-O-Rama.
July 12–14 Karst-O-Rama, by Greater Cincinnati Grotto at Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve 

in Mt. Vernon,, Kentucky. Information at http://karstorama.com/
July 16 Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home, 525 Lawndrive Drive, 

Greenwood. 317-888-4501.
July 21–28 16th International Congress of Speleology, Brno, Czech Republic. Information 

at http://www.speleo2013.com
August 5–9 NSS National Convention, Shippensburg University, Shippensburg, Pennsylva-

nia. Information at  http://nss2013.com/
August 10 Grotto Trip. Shiloh Cave, Leader Jim Adams.
August 14 Date Change. Grotto meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program on 

cave formation by Horace Tucker.
September 7 Grotto Trip. Binkley Cave, Leader Dave Everton.
October 5 Grotto Trip. Bryants Cave, Leader Dave Haun.
November 9 Grotto Trip. Salts Cave, Leader Dave Haun.
December 7 Grotto Trip. Eversole Cave and Coon Cave, Lead-

ers Bill Greenwald and Dave Haun.
January 4, 2014 Grotto Trip. Vertical Training, Leader Bill  

Greenwald.
February 10, 2014 Grotto Trip. Annual ridgewalk. Leader Ron  

Adams. 
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Short News and Notes
This Month’s Cover

Jenna Fessel and Bridget Mellado in Wertz Cave 
in Harrison County at the teardrop formation. 
Photo by Chris Bell.

Meeting Schedule
The July meeting has been rescheduled to July 

10 because the regular date is too close to the Forth 
of July. The August meeting has been rescheduled 
to August 14 because the regular date is during the 
NSS Convention. 

Executive Committee Meetings
We see very few visitors at the CIG Executive 

Committee Meetings. If you are curious about how 
the gortto is managed or are curious about running 
for one of the grotto officer positions.

April Newsletter
You did not get an April newsletter but you 

did get a combined April–May newsletter. The 
newsletter committee has decided not to go to the 
work and expense of printing a newsletter unless 
there is enough material to print at least 12 pages. 
You are getting a June newsletter because there is 
enough material.  We are close to having enough 
material for a July newsletter. Send in your trip 
reports. 
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We Found What We Weren’t Looking For
Story and Photos by Chris Bell

On March 21, 2012, Ryan Cox and I went 
looking for a seldom-visited pit in Harrison 

County near Depauw. The pit we were looking for 
was Threesome Lost Pot, found and surveyed by 
Dave Black and crew several years back.

We got permission to visit the cave and to 
hike around the property; the only problem 
was we didn’t have a really accurate GPS point. 
We hiked around through pine thickets and 
hardwood forests for over two hours and never 
found a thing. We went back to the owner’s house 
and thanked them for letting us on their property.

Determined not to be stumped yet, we 
ventured over to the neighbor’s house to see if 
we could hike around in their neck of the woods. 
This owner was adamant about not letting anyone 
on his property. It was beginning to look like one 
of those days where you end up spending more 
time above ground than below ground.

Finally, we had one more option. I had a talked 
to a lady recently by the name of Stacy, who said 
she knew where the pit was. So we went to her 
house to see if she would let us on her property. 
She told us about where she thought the cave was, 
and even called her brother from out of state and 
had him on the phone giving us directions, but 
alas … nothing. This pit has defiantly eluded us 
today!

We decided to look anyway, hoping to 
stumble across the elusive pit. We combed this 
hillside for over and hour and eventually decided 
to call it a day. While walking back down the 
hill, Ryan and I spread apart in hopes of finding 
something. Sure enough, our bad luck was about 
to run out. I found a hole, not even big enough to 

fit a cave helmet in, only a few hundred feet from 
Stacy’s house. And, about the time I was poking 
around in this little hole, Ryan yelled that he had 
found a big pit. Was this Threesome Lost Pot? 

I ran up the hill, maybe 100 feet from the little 
hole I was looking at, to find Ryan looking down 
a nice drop. We went and talked to Stacy and she 
did remember that hole, but said no one had ever 
been down it. We were skeptical though, it was 
a very obvious pit entrance. The cave was a nice 
32-foot, open-air pit. There was a small stream 
trickling down into the pit, just enough to get 
you wet. Being that there was trash in the bottom 
and it being such an obvious hole, we are not sure 
if this was the virgin decent or not. Either way, it 
was new to us. We decided to call this pit Stacys 
Pit, in honor of the landowner who went above 
and beyond trying to help us find a cave, and for 
letting us go into her caves.

Stacy wanted to watch how the whole 
“vertical caving thing worked” and stuck around 
as Ryan and I descended the pit. The pit went 
nowhere at the bottom. Between some trash and 
lots of small logs, there were no known leads in 

Stacys Pit, looking down. Ryan on Rope.
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this pit. After we spent 
some time getting an 
accurate survey, Ryan 
and I went down the 
hill to the other hole I 
was looking at earlier. 
As soon as we got a 
good look at it, Ryan 
said, “It’s a pit!” We 
immediately started 
digging away some 
loose dirt and rock 
near the top. While 
we were digging I 
remember saying to 
Ryan excitedly, “what 
are you seeing?” and he 
responded, “You will 
have to wait and see!” 
We dug on the cave 
for about 30 minutes 
and before we knew we 

were looking down a nice pit. We were thrilled! 
Ryan decided to go down first, since he spent 
more time digging. The entrance was a very tight 
and constricting body-size hole with one large, 
immoveable rock almost completely blocking 
the entrance. But once through, it opened up 
into a nice, 33-foot drop with fluted walls all the 
way down. There was drain at the bottom of the 
pit that went to a small room but lead nowhere. 

After exploring and 
surveying the pit, we 
decided to call it Wait-
n-See Pit.

Even though we 
didn’t find what we 
were looking for that 
day, we found one 
(maybe two) virgin 
pits without going 
farther than a .10th of 
a mile from the owner’s 
house. As a matter of 
fact, from the entrance 
to Wait-n-See Pit, you 
can see the roof of the 
owner’s house. This just 
goes to show, even in 
areas with known caves 
there is always potential 
for something new 
to be discovered and 
explored.

Ultimately, it was a great day of caving and 
exploration. Especially when we found what we 
were not even looking for.

Chris Bell
NSS 55451
Member of:

Harrison Crawford Grotto
SCCi

Indiana Cave Survey

Wait-n-See Pit entrance.

Wait-n-See Pit looking down. Ryan at the bottom.
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One Perspective from the Roberts Cave Trip
April 13, 2013

By Horace Tucker

We had a little bit of trouble finding the 
right sinkhole, there being dozens on the 

property. I am proud to say I found the entrance. 
And I had never been there before. You can’t beat 
dumb luck. The entrance was the most dangerous 
part of the cave. The rocks were covered in wet 
leaves, and were very slippery. Once we were inside, 
I took my accustomed position at the back of the 
line. I prefer that position. Years ago, I had to be 
in back, because I would walk off and leave the 
group behind if I was out in front. Being in the 
back, I accumulated the slow ones, the weak ones, 
the timid ones, and those with questions. I would 
hurry along the slow, help the weak, encourage the 
timid, and answer the questions. These days, I find 
that I am back there among the others who are out 
of shape. I have 20 more pounds to lose before I try 
the long trip in Popcorn Springs again, but that’s 
another story. I did fine in Roberts Cave. I was 
actually in the front at one point, as we had to do 
an about-face.

Roberts is an enjoyable cave, much longer 
at over 4,000 feet than first reported at around 
1,900 feet. There were a few bats, but not many, 
and all behaved normally. There was considerable 
evidence of flooding, with leaves and twigs above 
head high. There were several places where trash 
had either rinsed in from the surface through holes 
above the passage, or had been carried in on those 
same floods. Given the way some of the trash was 
trapped, with no natural evidence of flooding at 
that same level, I’m thinking that it washed in from 
above.

The cave is fairly well decorated, mostly with 
soda straws. But there are plenty of flowstone, 
curtain stone, and popcorn formations throughout, 
as well as many columns in one room near the 
end of the passage. There are also some beautiful 
solution features in the cave, similar to many in 
Middle Cave, including one that looks like a ship.

One of the more fascinating aspects of the 
trip was the number of bones seen in the cave. My 
first thought was that they were from a peccary. 
There were others in the group who thought they 
might be from a cow or a modern pig. I did not 
remove a bone for study, nor did I photograph 
any for detailed analysis. I am running on memory 
here, and we all know how faulty that can be. In 
the last few days, I have looked at photographs of 

peccary skeletons, as well as modern porcine and 
bovine skeletons. As I remember the bones in the 
cave, the low angle between the anterior process 
and the center line of the spinal annulus suggests 
the peccary. Modern porcine and bovine processes 
tend to be much closer to 90 degrees to the spinal 
tube. The robust nature and short length of the 
femur(s) and/or humerus also suggests the older 
creature. Have any of the bones been examined 
by an archeologist? Has carbon dating been done 
to determine the age of the bones? Does anyone 
know of such a report?

Another very interesting aspect of the trip 
was that one of the participants was on her first 
cave trip. I was 10 years old when I first ventured 
underground. She was an eighth grader. But 
better late than never. She did quite well in the 
cave, and enjoyed the sights. I would have to agree 
with a prior assessment that Roberts is a good 
beginner’s cave. Maybe she was just being polite 
at the time, but she seemed to appreciate a short 
discourse on the science of speleology. I asked her 
afterward, while we were gearing out for the trip 
home, what she thought of the cave, and she was 
quite enthusiastic. My hat is off to her father, also. 
They drove from Logansport for the cave trip. 
Then they drove home afterward. Look at a map. 
Logansport to Lawrenceport is a long drive; well 
over 3 hours. They spent more time on the road 
than in the cave. 
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UnderEarth Day at IKC, SKP, ICS, and SHC
by Bill Greenwald

Charlie Vetters and I hooked up to attend the 
recent IKC workday at the Shawnee Karst 

Preserve and the Indiana Cave Symposium that 
evening. Charlie dropped out of caving a number 
of years ago. He started coming to the CIG 
meetings the first of this year and is interested 
in getting back into it. Since I had volunteered 
to do a quick commercial on Caving Newsletters 
at the Symposium I figured we could make a full 
day of it.

It was a good day, a little cool but the sun 
started shinning in the afternoon to warm things 
up a little. On our way south on State Road 37 
we noticed how high the White River was. It’s 
the first time I’ve seen the river filling it banks so 
close to 37. It looked like the water had actually 
touched the highway in a few places. South of 
Bloomington we could see where the road work 
has started for I-69. It makes you wonder how 

many new caves will opened and closed during 
the road construction.

Since we got an early start, we decided to 
stop by Scenic Hills Camp  to see if the new 
manager was there yet. The previous manager 
retired at the end of 2012 and access to the camp 
and the caves there was not available until a new 
manager was found. Our timing was good as 
we caught him heading back to the house from 
the camp. We spent about an hour with him 
talking and checking the entrance of the caves. 
Since then I have been in e-mail contact and I 
am working on a visit to the caves in the middle 
of May. The new manager is a busy man at this 
point, but he is interested in a good relationship 
with the cavers and has asked me to help him 
with the history so he can set up the paperwork 
for access.

At Shawnee Karst Preserve we grabbed our 
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digging tools and headed for the north end of 
the property where some of the early arrivals had 
already started planting the 400 hardwood trees. 
The process was pretty simple, a team of two 
would take a 5-gallon bucket of trees and a roll 
of red flagging tape, one would dig out a plug of 
dirt with a narrow shovel and the other would 
plant the tree and pack the plug back in. The trees 
were set in rows about three paces apart. It took 
a couple of hours for the folks there to plant all 
the trees.

Charlie and I then hiked back to the truck 
for a quick lunch and then back to the north 
end to help pick all of the garbage out of a 
sink and make a pile so it could be hauled off. 
IKC’s northern neighbor, a fellow in his 70s was 
mowing his lawn on his rider and stopped to talk 
a bit with us, nice guy. By that time there where 
about 25 people so the job picking up trash got 
finished pretty quickly.

After we were done with the garbage pick-
up, we had about an hour so we decide to hike 
the property to check the entrance to Upper 
Twin Cave and how they were coming setting 
up the hiking trail. The cave entrance has a 
bunch of loose rock above it that may turn into 
a project one day. They still have some work to 
do setting up the complete hiking trail but there 
has been enough work done it not to hard to 
figure it out.

We got to the Lawrence County 4H 
Fairgrounds Community Building early, so we 
helped a little with the setup and added what 
we brought for the pitch-in to the collection. 
The food line started forming about 5:30pm. 
There was no excuse for not getting enough 
to eat as there was plenty for everyone. I think 
there was about 75 last year and I would guess a 
little over 50 this year attending the dinner and 
presentation. The presentation agenda included 
nine presenters.

Kriste Lindberg and Maria Carrasquillo 
talked about how similar the Red Cross handling 
Natural Disasters is to caving. Sam Frushour 
talked about the research he did in preparing his 
new book Caves of Indiana. Jerry Lewis talked 
about the development of the IKC Shawnee 
Karst Preserve. He and Keith also pointed out 
that although the Preserve has been paid off you 
can still donate till the end of June.

Carla Striegel-Winner, Paul’s daughter, 
passed out the Society of Honor Indiana 
Troglodytes (SHIT) business cards and asked 
everyone to consider attending this year’s event 

to help celebrate her father Paul’s life and music.
My presentation was just before the 

intermission, so I figured I’d just do a quick 
commercial on all the Indiana caving newsletters. 
I wanted to start with a video clip of Paul Ash 
playing and singing a song about the Ohio River 
“Where does it End.” I settled for just the music 
as the laptop we were all using didn’t have the 
software to play the video clip.

Paul Ash was one of those unique people 
who loved to play and sing at community events 
and caving weekends. It always amazed me how 
he could remember all the words to the song and 
still play his 12-string. Paul was 63 years old when 
he lost his battle with cancer at the end of March.

I asked the question “where did you get your 
information about the Cave Symposium?”

It was interest to me that most of the caving 
newsletters, ICS, IKC, and the March CIG 
Newsletter had it listed in their calendars. Of 
course there was no CIG April issue.

Even the NSS News had a nice article on the 
Shawnee Karst Preserve.

The newsletter that I wanted to draw their 
attention to the most was the Cave Connection 
Newsletter. It comes out once a year at Christmas 
time and its sole purpose is the keep Indiana’s 
private cave owners informed about what the 
caving community is up to and what the latest 
situation is with the White Nose Symposium 
fungus. It has a Web site where you can download 
the latest copy.

I tried to point out the real problem all of 
these caving newsletters have in common.

No, It’s not the money or handling, it’s 
trying to get cavers to contribute. So my ending 
statement was, “If you like the caving newsletters 
then you need to contribute to them, or they will 
end just like Paul sings about in his song.”

After the intermission, Bill Schuize did a very 
informative program on Indiana and Kentucky 
Saltpeter operations during the War of 1812. 
Bill Baus did a program that covered the graffiti 
cleanup in Buckner Cave. Aaron Valandra talked 
about updating the ICS Web site. Bud Dillon 
talked about Bugs Armstrong’s massive library 
of caving information. Dave Everton finished the 
program with his program title “Living in the 
Miller High Life Style.”

On the way back to Indianapolis Charlie 
and I talked a little about caving, CIG’s history 
and problems, but that’s material for another 
article. 
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The 60-Year History of Indiana Cave Capers
Compiled by  Bill Greenwald

Anniversary  Date Location Chairman, Grotto Sponsor
 Program

1st 1954 Aug 27–29 Wyandotte Cave Hotel Roy Davis, Scotto Grotto
 Personal Slides and Photos
2nd 1955 Jul 15–17 IU South Hall Porter E Ward, CIG
 Slide Show “Cave Exploration” 
3rd 1956 Aug 3–5 IU Forest Hall Thurman Ridlen, CIG
 Roy Davis “Caving”
4th 1957 Aug 2–4 Wyandotte Cave Ruben J Vig, CIG
 Brother G. Nicholas and Lee Baker “Carlsbad Caverns”
5th 1958 Aug 1–3 Cave River Valley Authur Davis, CIG
 Roger Brucker “Caving for Cash”
6th 1959 Jul 31–Aug 2 IU Bloomington Gary Brandenburg, CIG  
 Burnell F Ehman “Cave Safety”
7th 1960 Aug 5–7 Wyandotte Cave Larry Fisher, CIG
 Jack Stellmack “An almost caving trip to Cuba”
8th 1961 Aug 4–6 Spring Mill Park Tom Rea, CIG
 Roy Davis “Caving”
9th 1962 Aug 3–5 Wildwood Lakes Tom Rea, CIG
 Brother G Nicholas “Early Man in American Caves”
10th 1963 Aug 2–4 Harrison County State Forest Pat Humphery, CIG
 Russ Gurnee “Rio Camuy”
11th 1964 Aug 7–9 Bedford 4H Fairgrounds Tom Rea, CIG
 Tom Barr “Cave Life in Mammoth”
12th 1965 Aug 6–8 Wildwood Lakes Bob Hosley, CIG
 Roy Davis “Caving”
13th 1966 Aug 12–14 Rotary Springs Bill Tozer, CIG
 Jack Stellmack “International Congress of Speleology Yugoslovia”
14th 1967 Aug 4–6 Doe Run Inn, Kentucky Tom Rea, CIG
 John Cooper “Cave Life”
15th 1968 Jun 14–16 Bedford 4H Fairgrounds Keith Akers, CIG
 Dick Powell “Lost River”
16th 1969 Aug 1–3 Blue River Inn Sam Frushour, CIG
 Ralph Ewers “Cave at Cincinnati Natural History Museum”
17th 1970 Jun 19–21 Tucker Lake Larry Reece, CIG
 Harold Meloy “Tales of Mammoth”
18th 1971 Aug 6–8 Bedford 4H Fairgrounds John Horton, CIG
 Dave Brison “Caves in Science Fiction”
19th 1972 Jun 9–11 Campbellsburg Conservation Club Sam Frushour, CIG
 Rane Curl and Jaques Chabuert “French Caves”
20th 1973 Aug 17–19 Lost River Campground Orange County Jim Craig, CIG
 “Caving”
21st 1974 Jun 21–23 Blue River Stage Stop John Hartman, CIG
 Roy Davis “Caving”
22nd 1975 Aug 15–17 Cave River Valley Ray Beam, CIG
 Vic Green “Cave River Valley History”
23rd 1976 Aug 6–8 Cave River Valley Bill Waymire, CIG
 Russ Gurnee “Rio Camuy”
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24th 1977 Jun 17–19 Lickford Valley Bill Tozer, CIG
 Richard Schreiber “San Aug ustin Mexico”
25th 1978 Aug 4–6 Sullivan Cave Mike Gumm, CIG
 Bill Deane “Formation caves and pits of the west”
26th 1979 Jun 8–10 Murphy’s Campground Lynn Miller, CIG
 Roger Brucker “Real story of Floyd Collins”
27th 1980 Aug 15–17 Sullivan Cave Lynn Miller, CIG
 John Mylorie “Caving from the Dark Side”
28th 1981 Aug 14–16 Lickford Valley Lynn Miller, CIG
 Bill Tozer “Mexico Caving”
29th 1982 Aug 6–8 White River Bow Hunters Club Dean Myer, CIG
 Charles Bishop “James–Coach Cave System”
30th 1983 Aug 5–7 Cider Ridge Campground Lake Monroe  Dean Myer, CIG
 Paul Mills “Missouri Caves”
31st 1984 Aug 3–5 Stage Stop Campground Jane Miller, CIG
 Dave Black “Recent Discoveries Harrison Crawford State Forest”
32nd 1985 Aug 9–11 Bedford 4H Fairgrounds Lynn Miller, CIG
 Noel Sloan “Diving in Huautla Mexico”
33rd 1986 Aug 8–10 Buzzards Roost Dave E Haun, CIG
 Norm Pace “Stones Left Unturned”
34th 1987 Jul 10–12 Springs Valley Dave E Haun, CIG
 Bill Tozer “Mexican Caving”
35th 1988 Aug 12–14 Delaney Park Scott Fee, CIG
 Phil O’Dell “Hidden River and Horse Cave KY”
36th 1989 Jul 14–16 Hickory Hills Campground Bob Vandeventer, CIG
 Jeff StClair “Hoosier National Forest”
37th 1990 Aug 10–12 Stage Stop Campground Kevin Bruno, CIG
 Dave Black “1970s and 1980s Cave Exploration in Harrison County”
38th 1991 Aug 9–11 Bedford 4H Fairgrounds Scott Fee, CIG
 Sam Frushour “The Great Caves of Lawrence County”
39th 1992 Jun 19–21 Bedford 4H Fairgrounds Scott Fee, CIG
 Bob Ward “Mammoth Cave History and Restoration”
40th 1993 Jun 18–20 Delaney Park Dave E Haun, CIG
 Horton Hobbs III “Cave Biology and Anniversary” Multi-Media Presentation
41st 1994 Aug 12–14 Camp Rivervale Dave E Haun, CIG  
 Rick Olson “Mammoth Cave”
42nd 1995 Aug 18–20 Camp Rivervale Bill Greenwald, CIG
 Dick Powel “Wyandotte Cave”
43rd 1996 Jun 21–23 Stage Stop Campground Bill Greenwald, CIG
 Gary Roberson “Merango Cave”
44th 1997 Aug 1–3 Pic–A–Chic Farm Joe Oliphant, CIG
 Mike Futtrell “Caving”
45th 1998 Jun 12–14 Corydon Fairgrounds Joe Oliphant, CIG
 Art and Peggy Palmer “Indiana Caving”
46th 1999 Jun 18–20 Hickory Hills Campground Dave E Haun, CIG
 Bill Halliday “Best Caves of Hawaii”
47th 2000 Aug 11–13 Delaney Park Dave E Haun, CIG
 Peter Quick “Fisher Ridge Cave KY”
48th 2001 Aug 10–12 Camp Rivervale Eric Higbie, CIG
 Patty Kambesis “Isla De Mona, Puerto Rico”
49th 2002 Aug 9–11 Corydon Fairgrounds Eric Higbie, CIG
 Yvonne Droms “Caving the Deep in Mexico”
50th 2003 Jun 20–22 Delaney Park Ron Adams_ CIG
 “Capers 50th Anniversary Presentation”
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51st 2004 Aug 11–13 Crawford County Fair Grounds Ron Adams, CIG
 Marion Smith “Discovery and Exploration of Rumbling Falls Cave TN”
52nd 2005 Aug 5–8 Crawford County Fair Grounds Eric Higbie, CIG
 Mike Minton “In Search of the World’s Deepest Caves”
53rd 2006 Jun 23–25 Camp Rivervale Eric Higbie, CIG
 Mike and Andrea Futrell “Multi–year Caving in China”
54th 2007 May 4–6 Fig Newton’s Farm Marengo Ron Adams, CIG

With the 20thAnnual Hogfest “Open Program “ Carla Striegel, HCG
55th 2008 Jun 20–22 Doezema Estate Milltown Ron Adams, CIG

Jerry Lewis “Cave Biology and help with the TV Show ‘Dirty Jobs’”
56th 2009 Aug 14–16 Camp Rivervale Ron Adams, CIG

Hazel Barton “Amazing Caves, Amazing Microbes”
57th 2010 Jun 25–27 Delaney Creek Park Ron Adams, CIG

Gary Roberson “50 years of work on the Binkley Cave System”
58th 2011 Aug 12–14 Camp Rivervale Dean Wiseman, CIG

Dale Chase “Vertical Caving in the 60s and Caving Vancouver Island”
59th 2012 Aug 10–12 Camp Rivervale Dean Wiseman, CIG

Dave Everton “Blowing into Binkleys Brings Bigger Boasting”
60th 2013 Jun 28–30 Crawford County Fair Grounds Dean Wiseman, CIG

Bill Steele “50 years of caving” began caving in Indiana at IU

Capers Awards History

Lewis Denbo Laman Award for the Caver of the Year
1998–Dave Black
1999–Danny Dible
2000–Bob Armstrong
2001–Keith Dunlap,  
2002–Jerry Litaker
2003–Bob Vandeventer
2004–Bill Tozer
2005–Ted Wilson,  
2006–Don Paquette
2007–Dave Everton
2008–Mark Deeble
2009–Tom Rea,  
2010–Sam Frushour
2011–Gary Roberson
2012–Anmar Mirza

Land Owner Appreciation Award 
1998–Ed and Nellie Baure (Big Windy Cave), 1999–The Lawsons (Green Eye Pit),
2000–Dan Starr (Scenic Hills Camp), 2001–Mike and James Beasley (Salts Cave)
2002–Gordon Smith (Marengo Cave), 2003–Kenneth Kern (Kern Pit)
2004–Mapha Beavers (Carcass Crypt Pit), 2005–Bob Rosenbarger Family (Harrison Springs)
2006–Norman Bodenbender Family (Fredricksburg Cave),
2007–Richard “Fig” Newton (Home of HCG’s HOG Fest)
2008–Bruce Doezema (2008 Cave Capers)
2009–Jim Houghton (Houghton Hole), 2010– Jun ior Cotner (Corydon old timer)
2011–Lyndsey and Candy Weiland (Blowing Hole Parking Area)
2012–Dick Blenz (Buckners Conservancy) 
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SpeleoLog
compiled by Bill Greenwald
from the May Grotto meeting.

Date> March 13, 2013 
Cave> Roberts Cave
Location> Mitchell,Indiana
By> Horace Tucker, Craig Pawlowski,Rich Luns-
eth, and Others 
Comments> Very nice Formations. Some flood 
debris overhead, A few bones: paccary, pig, or cow.

Date> March 13, 2013 
Cave> Roberts Cave 
Location> Mitchell,Indiana
By> Craig Pawlowski, Rich Lunseth, Horace 
Tucker, and Others 
Comments> Some nice decorations in South Pas-
sage, soda straws.

Date> March 13, 2013 
Cave> Cumberland Caverns
Location> McMinnville,Tennessee 
By> Joe Kinder, Bart and Carrie Bridge, and 
Lindsey Brake 
Comments> Blue Grass Underground

Date> April 2, 2013 
Cave> Donnehue Cave
Location> Bedford,Indiana
By> Christopher Wiles with three friends and 
Dave Everton
Comments> introductory trip

Date>April 5, 2013 
Cave>Neversink Pit 
Location>Jackson County, Alabama 
By>Jesse Houser, Zack Snyder, and Dave Stahl 

Comments>Waterfall was at high flow resulting 
in a great view.  We rigged to the two new bolts on 
the bench. There is also another set of new bolts 
near the climb-down to the bench.

Date>April 5, 2013 
Cave>Stephens Gap Cave 
Location>Jackson County, Alabama 
By>Jesse Houser, Zack Snyder, and Dave Stahl 
Comments>Keyhole to the pedestal.  We didn’t 
go to the bottom because of the large volume of 
water falling from both sides.

Date>April 6, 2013 
Cave>South Pittsburg Pit 
Location>Marion County, Tennessee 
By>Jesse Houser, Zack Snyder, and Dave Stahl 
Comments>We parked at the city park, and a 
local drove by yelling out the window that we 
should “watch out for the Whomp Cat Bats.” 
For the remainder of the trip, we pondered what 
a Whomp Cat Bat is, what it eats, what it looks 
like, etc. The lighting at the pit was superb. A 
shaft of light lit up the flowstone formation and 
pool. Zack climbed out first and noticed the rope 
sheath was frayed due to rubbing on a small piece 
of chert near the top that we hadn’t noticed on 
the way down. The core was almost but not quite 
showing. Zack placed a pad, and Dave and Jesse 
climbed out safely.

Date>April 6, 2013 
Cave> Carcass Crevice

Arkansas Boy

A good ole Arkansas boy won a bass boat in a raffle drawing. He takes it home and his wife looks at 
him and says, “What you gonna do with that. There ain’t no water deep enough to float a boat within 
100 miles of here.”

He says, “I won it and I’m a gonna keep it.”
His brother comes over to visit several days later. He sees the wife and asks where his brother is. She 

says, “He’s out there in his bass boat,” pointing to the field behind the house.
Hise brother heads out behind the house and sees his brother sitting in a bass boat with a fishing rod 

in his hand down in the middle of a big field. He yells out to him, “What are you doing?”
His brother replies, “I’m fishin. What does it look like I’m a doing?”
His brother yells back, “It’s people like you that give people from Arkansas a bad name, makin’ 

everybody think we is stupid. If I could swim, I’d come out there and whip your ass!”



June, 2013 Central Indiana Grotto Page 53

Minutes of the CIG Regular Meeting
May 1, 2013

• The meeting began at 7:47 p.m. with 16 
people in attendance.

• Chairman Dean Wiseman started 
the meeting with the usual round of 
introductions. Have you been caving 
or will you go caving followed by Vice 
Chairman Ron Adams’ information on 
how to become a CIG member.

• Treasurer Rich Lunseth couldn’t make the 
meeting this month.

• Jesse Houser announced that the May 
Grotto Trip to Suicide Cave is being 
moved to Saturday, May 11th. Contact 
Jesse if your interested in going. Currently 

he has about seven people so it may be a 
good size group.

• Dean Wiseman went through the list of 
scheduled events, The Hog Fest on May 
4-5; Library night Tue, May 7, contact 
Bob Vandeventer; the Kentucky Speleofest 
Memorial Day Weekend.

• Cave Capers is the last weekend in June 
and we now have the Pre-Registration 
Forms. Note that the Deadline to get the 
discount is June 10. Dean has requested 
Award Nominations for both Caver of the 
Year and Land Owner of the Year. They 
are also in need of more sponsors for door 

Location> Corydon,Indiana
By> Brad Barcom, Tim Pride, and Dave Everton
Comments> dig trip cut short by a faulty drill

Date> April 9, 2013 
Cave> Sullivan Cave
Location> Springville,Indiana
By> Conrad Bateman (England), Tray Heinke, 
Jeff Cody, and Dave Everton
Comments> recreational

Date> April 13, 2013 
Cave> Binkley Cave
Location> Corydon,Indiana
By> Jesse Houser, Tim McLain, Chris Bell, Nick 
Benton, Monica Johnson, and Dave Everton
Comments> surveyed a passage joining the High 
Life section, using the Miller Entrance

Date> April 20, 2013 
Cave> IKC Under Earth Day 
Location> Mitchell,Indiana
By> Keith Dunlap and 27 Volunteers.
Comments> Planted 400 trees at Shawnee Karst 
Preserve then started the cleanup of a sinkhole.

Date> April 20, 2013 
Cave> Lava River Cave
Location> Flagstaff, Arizona 
By> Paul Uglum and Frank Cabtano
Comments> Nice Cave temp 32°F at entrance 
44°F at end, 30 feet high Main Passage

Date> April 26, 2013 
Cave> Sullivan Cave
Location> Springville,Indiana
By> Paul Uglum and Venture Crew 007, 
Tipton,Indiana 

Comments> Good Trip 

Date> April 27, 2013 
Cave> Sullivan Cave
Location> Springville,Indiana
By> Bob Vandeventer and Bloomington Parks 
and Scout Group 
Comments> Great Day underground, water was 
up a bit.

Date> April 27, 2013 
Cave> Sullivan Cave
Location> Springville,Indiana
By> Fred Steinhoff and Boy Scout Troop 276 
(NE Indy). Had boy take the historical entry into 
Mountain Room, visited Rrimstone Folly, did 
S River Passage, then did Grand Canyon, and 
Scotto Grotto Room. 
Comments> Four Scout groups there, not busy 
except at the entrance.

Date> April 27, 2013 
Cave> Binkley Cave
Location> Corydon,Indiana
By> Pat Burns, Laura Young, Jesse Houser, and 
Dave Everton
Comments> survey: sketcher training for Jesse, 
using the Miller entrance

Date> April 27, 2013 
Cave> Binkley (Main Entrance) 
Location> Corydon,Indiana
By> Laura Wayne, Reid Wightman, Jerry Lewis, 
and Cleveland Grotto
Comments> Dr Jerry’s biology trip was fun and a 
different perspective. The cave was wet but we saw
some neat critters. 
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Be sure to visit the grotto’s Web site at http://
www.cig.caves.org

CIG E-mail Information List
Members may sign up for the grotto message 

board on the Web. This group is strictly limited 
to members and is spam free. If you want to 
participate, you have to sign up, membership is 
not automatic. To subscribe, send a message to 
cig-list-subscribe@yahoogroups.com Members 
who would like to un-subscribe can send a 
message to cig-list-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.
com.

If your e-mail address does not identify 

you by name you must also include a message 
with your real name in your request to join. 
Unidentified requests will be rejected in order 
to limit the list to members. If you change your 
e-mail address, remember to sign up again. If 
your address bounces a number of times you will 
be automatically dropped.

To see an archive of past messages and other 
information about the list go to http://groups. 
yahoo.com/group/cig-list/.

To post a message to the list, send it to cig-
list@yahoogroups.com. 

CIG on the Web

Find Us on Facebook

prized and folks to help lead cave trips.
• The J.C. Corn Booth at the 2013 State Fair 

is again in need of volunteers.
• Dean announced that $100 was allocated 

by the CIG board at the last meeting to 
replace the basketball goal at the church 
near Shiloh Cave.

• There will be garage sale Saturday, June 1, 
at Bob Vandeventer’s house in Greenwood, 
If you have items to donate drop them off 
Friday evening, the Sale starts at 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday, stop in to help or buy!

• Tom Rea is still in need of your trip reports 
and articles for the grotto newsletter. 
You should notice that the April Issue is 
delayed until they have enough articles to 
make at least 12 pages. We expect a April–
May issue soon.

• Ron Adams asked for Volunteers to do the 
programs at the grotto meetings in June, 
July, and August.

• You should also note that the July grotto 
meeting has been moved to July10 because 
of the 4th of July.

• You should also note that the August grotto 
meeting moved to August14 because of 
the NSS Convention the first full week of 
August.

•  Bill Greenwald volunteered to do the 
program at the June 5th Grotto Meeting 
He will take a look forward to this year’s 
NSS Convention the 1st week of August 
in Shippenburg, Pennsylvasnia, and he will 
also take a look back at the NSS Convention 
in Indiana in 2007 to encourage you to 
attend this years 60th Cave Caper the end 

of June at the same location.
• Joe Kinder, as a new member, would like 

to provide the program for the July10th 
grotto meeting. He plan to give us an 
overview of his TAG caving adventures.

• Horace Tucker volunteered to do the 
program at the August 14th grotto 
meeting. He plans to show us an interesting 
program from his archives on how Caves 
are Formed.

• Dean will be on a student project trip to 
Greece till end of May so any Grotto and 
or Cave Capers business will be handled by 
Ron and Rich.

• Keith Dunlap reported on some progress 
with the Indiana DNR concerning access 
to Caves on State property. The DNR is 
considering allowing trips to ten caves, four 
in the Spring Mill area and six in Harrison 
and Crawford Counties. IKC is being 
consider the caving group that will control 
the permits. Proper Decon is an important 
consideration as WNS is the reason for the 
closures.

• Ron Adams mentioned that the Spring 
MVOR in central Missouri has tentative 
plans to provide a hot Decon station at the 
event on the first of May. 

• The meeting was called for break at 8:22 
p.m. followed by Ron Adams’ program on 
the February ridge walk to an area on the 
Alabama–Tennessee border.

Respectfully submitted by Bill Greenwald, Acting 
Secretary. 


