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Caving Calendar
July 10 Date Change: Grotto Meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War memorial. Program on 

TAG caving by Joe Kinder.
July 13 Grotto Trip. Karst-O-Rama.
July 12–14 Karst-O-Rama, by Greater Cincinnati Grotto at Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve 

in Mt. Vernon,, Kentucky. Information at http://karstorama.com/
July 16 Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home, 525 Lawndrive Drive, 

Greenwood. 317-888-4501.
July 21–28 16th International Congress of Speleology, Brno, Czech Republic. Information 

at http://www.speleo2013.com
August 5–9 NSS National Convention, Shippensburg University, Shippensburg, Pennsylva-

nia. Information at  http://nss2013.com/
August 10 Grotto Trip. Shiloh Cave, Leader Jim Adams.
August 14 Date Change. Grotto meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program on 

cave formation by Horace Tucker.
September 4 Grotto meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program to be announced.
September 10 Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home, 525 Lawndrive Drive, 

Greenwood. 317-888-4501.
September 7 Grotto Trip. Binkley Cave, Leader Dave Everton.
October 3 Grotto meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. 

Program to be announced.
October 5 Grotto Trip. Bryants Cave, Leader Dave Haun.
November 9 Grotto Trip. Salts Cave, Leader Dave Haun.
December 7 Grotto Trip. Eversole Cave and Coon Cave, Lead-

ers Bill Greenwald and Dave Haun.
January 4, 2014 Grotto Trip. Vertical Training, Leader Bill  

Greenwald.
February 10, 2014 Grotto Trip. Annual ridgewalk. Leader Ron  

Adams. 
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Short News and Notes
This Month’s Cover

This photo from Chris Bell’s article starting on 
page 59 shows Todd Webb in the formation area of 
Hammond Cave.

Meeting Dates Revised
The dates of both the July and August 

meetings have been moved one week. The July 
meeting has been moved to July 10 because the 
regular meeting date is too close to July 4th. The 
August meeting has been moved to August 14 
because the regular meeting date is during the 
national convention.

July Meeting Program
Recent new member Joe Kinder will be 

presenting the program at the end of the July 
meeting. He will be showing slides and discussing 
his adventures in TAG pits.

The Newsletter Cover
This month’s cover of the newsletter is a black 

and white photo. This is because wh have lost our 
corporate sponsor who was subsidizing the color 
covers. It will be up to the Executive Committee to 
decide if the grotto can afford to buy color covers 
in the future.
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El Speleo 2000 Cave Light
By Jeff Cody

El Speleo cave lights have been around for a 
few years now. I suspect many of you have 

seen their ad in the NSS News. They are located in 
Croatia. This nation is home to some of the world’s 
deepest caves. These lights have been tested in many 
explorations of 1,000 meters deep. They currently 
offer two light packages, The 1600 and The 2000. 
The 1600 is 228 grams for the headpiece and 282 
grams for the battery. The 2000 model is slightly 
lighter on the head at 193 grams with the same 282 
for battery. By comparison the entire light weighs as 
much as a Petzl Duo loaded with four AA batteries 
plus an extra three AA batteries. Both lights are 
3.7-volt and on the highest setting draws 3,000 
mAh. This light, like many premium lights, has two 
LEDs , one for a spot and one for a flood. The main 
difference most cavers will notice between the 1600 
and the 2000 models is that the 1600 has six output 
settings for flood and one for spot. The 2000 has 
six output setting for flood and six for spot. Also, 
the 1600 has a maximum output of 1,000 lumens 
on flood and 600 lumens with the spot, hence the 
1600 name. The 2000 is more advanced with a 
maximum output of 1,000 lumens for both spot 
and flood. Unlike similar premium cave lights like 
The Rude Nora and Scurion, the 1600 or the 2000 
will not allow the use of both spot and flood at the 
same time, just one or the other. They are similar 
to the Princeton Tec Apex in that respect. The El 
Speleo is less expensive than The Rude Nora (600 
U.S. dollars before selling out) and up to 1,300 
U.S. dollars for the top Scurion of similar output. 
The 1600 is 400 U.S. dollars for the package with 
the 7,800-mAH battery and head and charger. 
The 2000 model is 480 U.S. dollars for the same 
package. They also offer an optional 9,300-mAh 
battery but the standard package comes with the 
7,800-mAh battery. Run times for the 7,800-mAh 
battery are listed at 3, 7, 13, 35, 60, and 120 plus 
hours depending on the output setting. The 2000 
model uses the XM-L Cree Led chip. The light and 
battery is listed to be waterproof to several meters 
and the connector between the light and battery is 
listed at waterproof to one meter. El Speleo claims 
that with some creativity the connector can be 
modified for deeper immersion.

I received my El Speleo 2000 model in February 
of 2013. The 2000 model had only been out a short 
time in February. The first thing I noticed was the 
light and battery appears to have a solid build. The 

light is controlled by a toggle type switch on the 
back of the head. Click the switch one direction 
one to six times for output settings on the flood and 
the opposite direction one to six times for output 
settings on the spot. I mounted it to a Petzl Ecrin 
Roc. I ran the cord inside the Ecrin and you will 
notice there is more cord than needed by several 
inches. I bunched the excess cord up inside the 
Ecrin. I also purchased the optional 3AA adapter 
and attached that with industrial velcro inside the 
Ecrin. I carry the AA adapter in my pack in the 
Otter Box I normally carry and can easily mount 
it inside The Ecrin if needed. There is a heavy-duty 
connector between the head and battery pack. The 
head mounts via an included U-shaped mounting 
bracket using two thumb screws to mount the 
head to the bracket. This arrangement allows for 
some tilt. The outer battery case mounts via two 
threads that stick out and two included thumb 
screws. Two holes need to be drilled for both the 
battery case and head. The charger is attached 
via the connector between the head and battery. 
The charger has a small light that is red or green 
to let you know when charging is complete. The 
mounted light has a balanced feel and the slight 
extra weight compared to a four AA light was not 
really noticeable to me. One advantage this light 
has over a Sten is that the battery has a protective 
case. The Sten has a more compact look and I 
suspect may be lighter. I feel the 100 dollar price 
difference between this light and the Sten is worth 
it. I have been told that this light has many of the 
internal head parts resined in and may render it not 
as serviceable as the more expensive Rude Nora or 
Scurion. I know LED tech changes rapidly and 
you likely can just replace the head when updates 
become available. After mounting I took it outside 
in the dark and turned it on and was amazed at the 
flood and the way it lit up everything all around. 
The spot had a wide angle compared to my Fenix 
LD 41 520-lumen hand-held. The Fennix LD 41 
appeared to be a brighter white hot but a narrow 
beam compared to the spot on The El Speleo. One 
could tell when looking out at a distance the spot 
was a wider angle than The Fenix.

I took the light into a cave soon after mounting. 
I was with one caver who had a Sten premium , 
another with a Fenix HP 11 and another with a 
Custom Duo. Once again, I was very impressed 
with the flood and its beam spread. You do not have 
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to point the light down at your feet to see them. 
This is a real plus when moving over breakdown. 
When we got to a large room, the spot lit it all 
up quite nicely. I did notice, though, that when 
looking close up into a pool of water the Fenix HP 
11 had what appeared to be a brighter white spot at 
close range, but looking out into a large room the 
El Speleo did a much better job lighting the whole 
room up. With Sten and Fenix , you have only one 
beam option. El Speleo gives you a choice. Also I 
found the switch easy to find with gloves on. After 
caving for years with a Petzl Duo that also had a 
switch easy to find with a gloved hand , I noticed 
the PT Apex and Fenix with the recessed switch 
was hard to use with gloves on. This was not an issue 
with The El Speleo. The light is very impressive. My 

neck was not at all sore after a 5-hour trip so I did 
not think the slight extra weight over The Duo 
will be an issue for me. One thing I did do when 
I first got the light was replace the stock screws on 
the head with stainless marine-grade 4 mm Allen 
head screws, this also gave the light a more rugged 
look compared to the standard screws it came 
with. I do understand a light like this may be out of 
some people’s price range but it is very impressive. 
Personally, I would prefer a tighter white hot spot 
like you see on many Fenix lights but I would 
highly recommend this light if one can afford it. 
In The USA, El Speleo is sold by either their U.S. 
based Web site of www.elspeleo.com or by Inner 
Mountain Outfitters. 

A Good Day to Spend Underground
Photos and Story by Chris Bell

Saturday, May 4, 2013 … It was the 139th running 
of the Kentucky Derby, the most famous of all 

horse races—the event that brings celebrities and 
millionaires to “Kentuckiana”—the day that most 
people are out enjoying mint jubilees and packing 
into the Downs (or living rooms) with other race 
lovers. That may sound like a lot of fun to some 
people, but to me I would much rather enjoy this 
cold, rainy, sloppy day in a nice, cool, muddy, dark 
cave. And today, we did just that. Brian Welp, Jamie 
Winner, Todd Webb, and Bob Jackson, along 
with me, met with Marengo, Indiana, local Terry 
Goldman and his son Nolan to visit some nice 
horizontal caves in the area. It was the weekend of 
Hog Fest, and like most years, it was a wash-out. It 
rained … and rained … and rained … As a matter of 
fact, the area received over 4 inches of rain before 
all was said and done.

After meeting at Van’s Restaurant for a 

delicious breakfast, we headed to the parking area 
for Wells Cave. Wells Cave is a nice horizontal cave 
with mainly dry passages. So we figured this would 
be a fine day to spend underground to escape the 
never-ending rain.

On our way up to the sinkhole entrance, I said 
to Bob, “You better keep an eye open, you may 
find some mushrooms!” We didn’t walk another 
10 feet when we almost tripped over the large 
morel mushroom growing in the path. Before, we 
were anxious to get in the cave and out of the rain. 
Now we were all standing out in the rain scanning 
the area for more morels. I’m sure we looked like 
a bunch of kids looking for Easter eggs hidden 
in plain sight. And every time someone found 
one, we shouted in excitement, “I found one!” as 
if the mushroom itself were going to run away or 
something. We searched for a few more minutes 
but soon decided to leave them for when we exited 
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the cave.
Once at the 

entrance, Terry helped 
his son, Nolan, into 
a full body harness 
to negotiate the 
approximately 20-foot 
entrance climbdown. I 
free climbed down first 
and then belayed Nolan 
on the way down. Being 
only nine years old, he is 
new to vertical caving, 
but is a very fast learner. 
He did great.

After everyone 
entered the cave we 
continued on into 
the nice, walking-size 
passage. Even with all 
the rain in the area, the 
cave stayed dry through 
most areas. Not too far from the entrance I realized 
I had left my Pelican case full of photo gear at the 
cave entrance. Ugh! I hated that … so I left the group 
and literally ran back to the entrance, climbed up, 
and got my flashes. I was relieved. I was afraid I had 
left them sitting in the road down by the vehicles 

and someone may have picked them up. But aha, 
there it was, sitting right by the tree I had rigged 
the rope to.

Once I was back in, we made our way through 
a couple of crawls and to a large climbdown in 
the cave. It was a large room and required some 
carefulness to get down. But everyone made it 
down just fine. Continuing on, the cave makes 
many “ups and downs” on dirt and mud banks. 
This was wearing some of the older crew out. But 
our destination was the “Graveyard” room in the 
back of the cave. This area is a very nice section of 
cave with hundreds of stalagmites and stalactites, 
columns and soda straws, and even helictites (which 
are found throughout the entire cave) which made 
for a very nice “reward” at the end of the cave. I took 
some time taking some picture of Terry, Nolan, and 
Brian in the Graveyard Room, and then we made 
our way to the very back of the cave. This section 
was very muddy and sloppy. Brian found out first 
hand just how muddy the cave really was when he 
tried ever so hard to miss sliding into a muddy pool 
but ultimately failed at that attempt. The rest of the 
crew had already started making their way out, so 
the four of us started heading for the entrance.

We caught up with the rest of the group and 
continued for the entrance. Once at the entrance 
climb I went out first, followed by Bob. Now at the 
surface, it was raining very steadily, but we stayed 
and helped Nolan get up the entrance. We aided 
him as he climbed out of the slippery pit entrance, 
even pulled him the last few feet, but he did a great 

Nolan in Wells Cave’s stream passage.

Nolan by one of the columns in Wells Cave.
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job climbing almost the entire entrance. Once he 
was out he threw his harness down and ran over 
to the morel mushroom patch we had found. He 
wasn’t going to let them get away.

The last two people in the cave were Todd and 
Brian. Todd had some difficulties climbing the 
entrance so Brian aided him from below. You know 
you have a true caving friend when you literally use 
that person as a climbing ladder to get out of a cave. 
Brian had sacrificed his body so that Todd may use 
his shoulders, back, and head to aid him in climbing 
the entrance. Although it was fun to watch, it was 
nice that Brian stayed back and helped Todd out.

On our way back to the vehicles, we spent 
some time looking for morels again. Since Nolan 
was having such a good time finding them what 
few others we found we just let him have to add to 
his collection. All in all, we found only 10, but they 
were very nice size and I’m sure they will make a 
delicious meal later that day. After the fun of caving 
and mushroom hunting, we bid farewell to Terry 
and Nolan as they headed out to a Derby Party.

We headed back to Marengo to get permission 
to visit Hammond Cave, also called Moon Cave 
by some locals. After gaining permission, we 
entered the somewhat scary entrance. The cave was 
once used as a trash dump, then attempted to be 
bull dozed shut. So between broken glass, wood 
with nails sticking out, and some scary looking 
breakdown, it can be a little creepy looking.

We made our way into the entrance crawl 
and after only about 30 feet, we were in the main 
section of cave. We entered with caution due to 
all the rain we were receiving, but to my surprise 
the water was lower than I had ever seen it. (I have 

Nolan and his mushrooms.

Nolan in the Graveyard Section.
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entered the cave twice before in the recent past). 
So we decided to continue on. Hammond Cave is 
a very muddy stream cave and even though there 
is very little crawling, you still spend time on your 
knees and butt due to the slimy nature of the cave.

We eventually made our way to a large section 
of the stream where off to the left are some very 
nice formation displays. We took some time taking 
photos, and once I was happy with my shot, we 
moved deeper into the cave. From here on out, 
the cave is wet and muddier than before. One side 
passage goes about 50 or 60 feet with the entire 
floor nothing but small rimstone dams. At the end 
of this passage is a small sit-up size room with some 
interesting signatures. Willie Clifton (of Marengo 

Cave fame) was in there 
in the early 1900s along 
with another unknown 
explorer. This was such 
a neat little piece of 
history etched into the 
wall. Finally, Brian, 
Jamie, and I made 
our way to the end of 
the cave where a nice 
flowstone and drapery 
greeted us. It was a 
fitting end to a small 
but nice little cave. 

After a few more 
pictures, we decided to 
head out of the cave. 
Once we exited, we ran 
back to our vehicles 
parked near the road. It 

was really raining now and unfortunately Bob had 
left all his extra clothes in his truck, still parked at 
Van’s! Since I was soaking wet now, I decided to 
ride back to Marengo in the back of Todd’s truck 
with Bob. That was a cold, wet, 2 miles!

All in all, it was a miserable Derby Day (and 
not one horse was seen today) above ground here 
in Southern Indiana. But a great day underground: 
two nice horizontal caves on a rainy day. I’ll take 
that any day!

Chris Bell
Member of:
NSS: 55451

SCCi
Indiana Cave Survey

Todd Webb in Hammond Cave’s crawlway.

How to Find a New Cave in
Your Own Back Yard

Story and Photos By Chris Bell

This story takes place over several months…
I have a friend, Bridget Mellado, who lives 

about 8 miles south of Corydon, Indiana. With her 
work schedule (working only in the early morning 
and late evenings) she has a lot of free time during 
the day. One day I mentioned to her, “On your free 
time, go and find a new cave.” Of course I said that 
jokingly, but she took it literally.

In late summer of 2012, I was at work when 
my phone buzzed with a text message. And 
buzzed again… and buzzed again… It was Bridget 
sending me pictures of all the “holes” she had 
found while out hiking around her parents’ land. 

One in particular looked very promising. She then 
proceeded to tell me that, with only the light on 
her smart phone, she crawled in a little way to see 
that it did in fact continue.

I was very excited and anxious to enter this 
new cave. So we set the date and within the week 
we were on our way to explore a virgin cave. Well, 
almost virgin … Bridget explained that she couldn’t 
hold her curiosity and excitement in any more, 
and had gone in a little farther earlier in the week. 
So our crew consisted of Bridget, her 6 year old 
daughter Addie, Ryan Cox, my wife Jenna, and me. 
Once through the 3-foot-tall entrance, the cave 
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turned hard to the left and sloped down to a short 
climbdown. Ryan and I helped Addie get down the 
4-foot climbdown. Once down, we were in a large 
room perhaps 12 feet tall and 10 feet wide. It traveled 
into the hillside about 50 feet. We started noticing 
several old signatures from the early 1900s as well. 
The cave didn’t go very far at all, but Ryan and I did 
survey the cave at 60 feet in total length. I believe 
what we found was an old cave noted by Louie 
Lamon in the 1950s or 1960s as C. Roy Watson 
Cave. Ironically Bridget’s family has many Watsons 
down the line. This cave was a neat piece of history 
tucked neatly away in a small patch of woods, no 
farther than a quarter of a mile from Bridget’s house.

Later that year, I had déjà vu. I was at work and 
my phone started buzzing again … and again … 

and again. More pictures were rolling in. This time 
it was all of one cave. Bridget had sent me several 
pictures with the caption, “I found a pit!!!” I will 
admit, I was skeptical of it actually being a pit. But 
the good news was there were no known caves in 
the area that matched the description of a “deep 
pit.” So that kept my hopes up.

Later that evening I got another text message 
from Bridget saying, “Dude! Look at that picture 
I sent you again!” So I did and it scared me! In the 
corner of the picture, on one edge of the pit, there 
was a perfect image what looked like a man’s head, 
even more, a dead man’s head or a demonic face!

To say the least, it terrified me instantly. But 
then my rational mind started trying to figure out 

what caused the image. 
Was it mud? Leaves? 
Shadows? I could not 
figure it out. So, the 
next best thing was to 
go to the pit myself. 
The next day was an 
unseasonably warm 
winter day and I met 
Bridget at her house 
in hopes of entering 
a virgin pit. The pit 
was on her Grandma’s 
land just one house 
down. The walk was a 
little longer, perhaps 
half a mile. My anxiety 
was a little high, not 
knowing what was 
down there.

Once we got to the Addie, Jenna, and Bridget in C. Roy Watson Cave.

Hidden Demon Pit Entrance showing the face.
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pit, I peered over the lip … and what I saw made me 
gasp! No, there was no dead guy, no face, no demon 
staring back, just mud and rock. But I gasped 
because I was expecting a small 20-foot pit or so. I 
was wrong! It was deep. Well, deep for being on the 
sinkhole plain south of Corydon.

I sent Bridget down first, being that it was 
her who found the pit. I went down next and was 
very pleased with what she had found. The drop 
was right at 50 feet and once you got off rope, 
the cave sloped down steeply for another 10 feet 
or more. The cave continued and curved to the 
right, sloping down even more into an adjacent 
dome. This dome was at least 65 feet tall. We 
poked around a little bit, but really couldn’t find 
anything that continued. We did find one small 
passage about half way up the dome that was a 
crawl in breakdown for a few feet and ended in 
a small room. I couldn’t tell if there were “knee 
pad” marks in the mud or not. The rest of the 
cave/pit showed no sign of being explored in the 
past. No names, no trash, no foot prints, no rope 
marks, nothing. We were very excited to have 
found a fairly significant pit. There was nothing 
particularly pretty about the pit, being just a 
muddy, sinkhole plain cave, but we were happy 
with our find. Once we climbed out of the cave, 
we thought a good name for this new pit should 
be Hidden Demon Pit, named from the scary 
image of a demonic face in the original picture 
she sent me.

Then in early 2013, 
history began to 

repeat itself. I started 
getting text messages 
again with pictures of 
different holes Bridget 
had found exploring 
the woods and farm 
land of her family’s 
property. So in early 
April, 2013, I stopped 
by her house on the way 
home from work and 
went for a walk in the 
woods directly behind 
her house. Of all the 
pictures she sent me, 
nothing really looked 
that promising, but I 
thought I would take a 
look, even though I was 
just getting off work 

and I didn’t have any cave gear at all.
Before we started on our little quest, I 

mentioned to Bridget that she should bring her 
helmet and light, just in case. After looking at the 
holes she had found, I wasn’t too excited. Nothing 

Bridget on rope in the entrance to Hidden Demon Pit.

Brigdet examining the small dome in 
Gibson Canyon Cave.
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really went anywhere. But, being a nice day, I said 
“Let’s walk up the trail a little way and see if we 
find anything. This area has proven to be a prime 
location for caves!” I bet we didn’t walk more than 
200 feet or so and off the trail about 60 feet was a 
sinkhole. Like most sinkholes, I expected to find 
nothing. But to my surprise, there was an entrance 
there. We both looked at each other in disbelief. 
We started pulling sticks and briars away from the 
entrance and Bridget threw her helmet on and slid 
in the horizontal entrance. I had nothing on me 
but my phone, so I had a spelunker moment and 
went in with just the light on my smart phone. We 
were both whooping and hollering at the sight of 
a tall canyon passage taking off into the hillside. 
The passage was a muddy, tall, canyon, perhaps 10 
feet tall and about 6 feet wide. I only went about 
40 feet into the cave to where I stopped and let 
Bridget continue. I was breaking my cardinal rule, 
caving without proper equipment, so I stopped 
where I would have had to duck under a ledge. She 
continued a little way farther until a small pit in the 
floor stopped her. She returned a muddy mess, but 
we were both super excited.

About a month later, we were able to enter the 
cave again, with the right equipment. We ventured 
into the small entrance and down a muddy slope. 
We were back in the muddy canyon making our 

way into the unknown. We came to the small duck-
under spot where I had stopped a month ago. It 
was a little sloppy, but not bad. From there, the 
cave started opening up more, and at one point the 
passage passed right next to a 15-foot-tall dome. 
From there the cave started shrinking to a muddy 
crawlway with a small pit in the floor. This is where 
Bridget had stopped previously. We took our time 
negotiating the small but tricky climbdown. It was 
about 10 feet deep and unfortunately that was all 
the cave was going to give us. The cave ended in a 
couple of very small, muddy crawlways that only a 
small cat could run through. I estimated there was 
about 100 feet of cave here. And although it was a 
muddy cave with very few formations, it was still a 
new cave. It is now in the process of being surveyed 
for a more accurate description. After exploring 
the cave, we decided to call the newly discovered 
cave Gibson Canyon Cave, after Bridget’s family 
name.

This is just another prime example of the fact 
that there are still caves to find and explore. All 
three of these caves are on one family’s property, 
and all three were completely different. And two 
of them were most likely virgin (Hidden Demon 
Pit and Gibson Canyon Cave). What a great 
several days of exploration and discovery under the 
sinkhole plain south of Corydon, Indiana.

Bridget on the mud slope in Gibson Canyon Cave.

Briget with some formations in Gibson Canyon Cave.
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CIG Trip to Suicide Cave
Saturday, March 11, 2013

By Jesse Houser

Unseasonably cool weather has extended 
well into the month of May this year, and 

it has made caving this Spring a true joy. What 
has turned out to be a poor start to the planting 
season for farmers has been very pleasant indeed 
for those who wander through the woods in search 
of holes in the ground. The insects haven’t begun 
their onslaught, and it seems to me like the ground 
cover is much less prickly than is the norm for this 
time of year. Even with all the rain, there have been 
very few weekends where it would be ill-advised to 
be in most caves. So it was, on a chilly and cloudy 
Saturday morning, that 13 cavers visited Suicide 
Cave.

At 7:45 a.m., Dave Stahl, Adam Oakley, Laura 
Wayne, Linna Agne, and Caleb Anderson met at 
my house in Meridian Kessler to carpool. For the 
latter two, this would be their first experience in 
a wild cave. We loaded into two cars, Dave’s Jeep 
Wrangler and Laura’s Honda Civic, and proceeded 
on to our predetermined meeting spot: Starbucks 
on Southport Road at Gray Road. When we 
arrived around 8:30 a.m., a man and a young 
woman were standing 
outside in the parking 
lot and seemed to be 
enjoying conversation, 
and it entered my mind 
that they might be part 
of our caving group. I 
was preoccupied with 
some mobile phone 
communication I was 
having with other 
participants and went 
inside. After sitting 
down with an egg 
sandwich and croissant, 
I saw that the two 
were still outside and 
realized that the man 
was Horace Tucker. I 
quickly went outside, 
introduced myself, 
learned that the young 
woman was Gwen 
Chappell, and invited 
them in. We occupied 

a very long table near the windows, and the space 
made introductions and conversation feel quite 
natural. We learned that Horace has been caving 
since he was ten years old. In contrast, this would 
be Gwen’s very first time in a wild cave. Before 
long, Paul Uglum, Charlie Vetters, and Robert Van 
Fleet also arrived. Paul assisted me in organizing 
the trip and would be our experienced guide in the 
cave. Charlie has been a caver for a while and is just 
getting back into caving on a regular basis again. We 
were hoping that Charlie’s daughter, Varee, would 
also be joining us, but she wasn’t able to make it. 
Robert is new to Indiana and originally from the 
Nashville Grotto, and I found out that he has been 
quite active in contributing to the Tennessee Cave 
Survey in the past.

Just before 9:00 a.m., our prescribed departure 
time, I received a text message from Kate Nolan 
saying that she and Mandy Schwartzentruber were 
enroute to Starbucks and would be arriving at 9:15 
a.m. I let her know that it was no trouble at all 
for the rest of the group, as we were all enjoying 
conversation and getting to know one another. 

L to R: Caleb Anderson, Charlie Vetters, Jesse Houser, Linna Agne, Kate Nolan, 
Mandy Schwartzentruber, Horace Tucker, Laura Wayne, Dave Stahl, Robert Van 

Fleet, Paul Uglum, Gwen Chappell. Photo by Adam Oakley.
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Kate, a good friend of mine for several years, had 
asked me about a month ago to set up a cave trip 
suitable for beginners. She seemed to have a high 
level of interest in it, and once we decided on a 
date, she invited some of her friends to join the trip. 
By Friday, a total of six of her female friends had 
planned to participate, and this was to be their first 
time ever going caving. I had been especially excited 
to see an interest in caving from a group of women, 
which I see as being a very positive step towards 
a vibrant caver group. Early Saturday morning, 
I learned of the unfortunate circumstance that 
one of their dogs had died unexpectedly, and two 
others would be staying back to offer friendship 
and support. They expressed that they would like 
the opportunity to go caving in the future and 
requested to be included in any plans for another 
beginner-suitable cave trip, which I agreed to do if 
possible. By and by, Kate and Mandy arrived. After 
ensuring they had some time to get a bite to eat, 
we decided on bringing four vehicles: Dave’s Jeep 
Wrangler, Horace’s Ford Explorer, Laura’s Honda 
Civic, and Kate’s Mini Cooper. I have learned from 
other cavers to encourage carpooling whenever 
possible, as the reasons to do so are many. We 
departed around 9:30 a.m.

After stopping in Seymour for a bathroom 
break, we arrived at Suicide Cave Patron Ron Burns’ 
house. The Indiana Karst Conservancy manages 
Suicide Cave, and Ron is the volunteer who works 
to maintain the gate and lock, provide information 
about the cave, grant access to responsible cavers, 
file liability waivers, and probably do many other 
tasks that I don’t know about. In my dealings with 
Ron, he has been very responsive and forthcoming 
with all necessary information to plan a trip to 
the cave. After dropping off the liability waivers, 
picking up the key, and parking Kate’s car, we drove 
a short distance away to the parking area near 
the cave. It was fun to see the new cavers asking 
questions from the more experienced cavers on how 
to prepare. I truly enjoy seeing knowledge being 
passed on from one person to another. Several of 
the new cavers requested ahead of time to borrow 
items like helmets, headlamps, knee pads, packs, 
and the like. I found it a simple task to match them 
up with other participants who own extra gear and 
are willing to lend it out. I recall that when I first 
started caving in November, 2011, I borrowed a 
helmet from Paul Uglum for my first six cave trips.

Paul went ahead with a few others to locate 
the entrance of the cave. I followed with the rest 
of the group a short time later, gave a “whoop” to 
make vocal contact with Paul, and then made our 

way the entrance. After taking a group photograph, 
we had a brief and important conversation about 
how we were going to move through the cave, 
some things we might encounter, and the actions 
that cavers take to maintain safety and preserve 
the cave environment. The time was just past noon 
when I climbed down, unlocked the gate, and all 
proceeded past a short crawlway to a comfortable 
sitting room. Horace told the story of how the cave 
got its name, and I recall thinking how much more 
exciting it was for me to hear it from an animated 
storyteller while in the cave rather than reading the 
words on a page.

Paul, having visited the cave several times in 
the past and being experienced with large groups, 
guided us to a climbdown leading to a lower level 
canyon. After progressing through the somewhat 
narrow passage a way, we climbed back to the upper 
level where many beautiful formations exist. There 
is a small pit with a rock ledge on the right that must 
be traversed before reaching the formation room at 
the back of the cave. The beginners did very well 
in all manners of movement throughout the cave 
and seemed to enjoy the challenge. Just beyond 
the traverse, we encountered a shallow pool with 
perhaps more than ten tiny, black salamanders, 

Top to bottom: Mandy Schwartzentruber, Gwen Chap-
pell, Kate Nolan, and Dave Stahl pass packs as they scale 
a muddy flowstone climb-up in the main passage of the 

cave. Photo by Robert Van Fleet
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which looked to me like young slimy salamanders 
although I’m untrained in such matters. I recalled a 
similar sight on my only prior visit in March, 2012. 
It is wonderful to see thriving fauna in the cave

The formation room is full of many different 
types of speleothems and has one of the highest 
concentrations of columns that I have seen in my 
short caving career. For the five beginners on our 
trip, I think it was especially rewarding after the 
variety of obstacles overcome along the way. Several 
participants stopped near the formation room to 
have a snack and water. 
Laura even brought a 
spaghetti lunch. As she 
put it to me, it’s easier to 
eat than a sandwich, the 
latter of which requires 
eating with one’s (likely 
muddy) hands instead 
of a utensil. I suspect 
that many appetites 
were whet by the aroma.

Paul and I discussed 
options for the return 
trip, and we decided to 
stay on the upper level 
rather than descend 
into the canyon. After 
traversing back across 
the pit, we went up 
to the right just past 
a breakdown block 

and into a higher 
room. It was yet 
another face of the 
cave that the beginners 
enjoyed seeing: a large 
breakdown room. 
From there, the option 
to descend back into 
the lower level canyon 
and on to an area of 
ancient bear wallows 
was presented. Most of 
the group jumped on 
the opportunity, and 
a few decided to relax 
and enjoy sitting in the 
large room. None of 
us had ever visited the 
bear wallows, so it was 
unclear as to how tight 
the passage leading to 
that area might be. Paul 

explained to the group that we would find out when 
we got there. I went ahead, and Paul pointed out 
the keyhole crack that proceeds as a side passage off 
the canyon after I went past it without noticing. I 
stemmed up a few feet, maneuvered my upper body 
into the larger opening at the top of the crack, and 
brought my lower body through the narrower part 
of the opening below. I didn’t find it particularly 
difficult, but I see how it could be a challenge for 
someone new to caving. It was a lot of fun for me 
to hear the grunting and laughing from the group 

Mandy Schwartzentruber carefully admires speleothems in the 
western reaches of the cave. Photo by Robert Van Fleet.

Foreground to background: Mandy Schwartzentruber, Kate Nolan, Gwen 
Chappell, Dave Stahl, Charlie Vetters, and Caleb Anderson maneuver 

down a muddy flowstone slope. Photo by Robert Van Fleet.
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behind me as I moved ahead. Just beyond, there 
was an option to take a narrow canyon on the left 
or a low crawl on the right, both leading about 
15 feet ahead to the same location. I chose the 
crawl and communicated to the group about the 
decision to be made. I think most, if not all, chose 
the crawl, which was perhaps a little more than 1 
foot floor to ceiling height for about a body length. 
A short distance ahead, one must stretch across the 
canyon and proceed on to a climbup that goes to a 
drier passage with a clay floor. There, a large array 
of what we presumed to be bear claw marks in the 
walls and ceiling is visible. We all enjoyed seeing 
evidence of past activity in the cave and speculated 
on how and where the bears might have entered.

We returned to the breakdown room and 
decided it was time to head back to the entrance. 
Horace asked everyone to look for his water bottle, 
which he believed had fallen out of this pack on the 
way in. We soon arrived at the sitting room where 
we had previously gathered, and Caleb collected his 
mobile phone, which he had accidentally brought 
into the cave and stowed at my request inside an 
extra glove on the dry mud bank. Someone found 
the missing water bottle near the entrance, and 
Horace took it with him. One additional thing to 
note was our lack of observing any bats inside the 
cave. I couldn’t recall seeing any on my previous visit 
in March, 2012, and Paul did confirm that we saw 
only one and that he has a photograph of it. We all 
filed out at about 3:30 p.m. Several of the beginners 
marveled at the surprisingly blue sky and the vibrant 
green colors of the moss and trees. I don’t anticipate 
that feeling ever getting old - exiting the cave to 
sunshine, forest air, and bright colors.

I took Ron Burns’ advice on his method of 
shutting the gate, which was to swing it closed with 
some force while lifting upward; it worked perfectly. 
I had brought along a putty knife to scrape away 
any corrosion that prevented closing the gate, but 
I ended up not needing it. We snapped an after-
caving photo and walked back to the car. I passed 
around a thank-you note for everyone to sign and 
deliver to Ron and the IKC. It is a privilege to have 
access to such a wonderful cave.

After changing at the roadside parking area (it’s 
a dead-end road with very little traffic) and loading 
dirty gear in trash bags into the vehicles, we made 
our way back to Ron’s house to return the key and 
deliver Kate back to her car. Laura and Robert 
drove directly to Indianapolis as I believe each 
may have had time constraints, and the rest of the 
group went to Oaken Barrel Brewing Company 

in Greenwood for dinner. It was humorous to see 
Linna, who had forgotten to bring a clean pair of 
shoes to change into, walk into the restaurant with 
only a pair of Caleb’s white socks on her feet. I don’t 
think anyone outside our group took much notice, 
but it was fun to give her a hard time about it. She 
was a good sport! We all enjoyed the fellowship, 
food, and drink after an adventure underground; 
it’s a nice time to reflect on the happenings of 
the day. I haven’t encountered a more eager and 
appreciative group of beginning cavers, and I truly 
hope that they have the opportunity to further 
explore their newfound interest in caving.

On the way home, I marveled at the fact that I 
had organized a trip to a cave in Indiana that Dave 
Stahl had not previously visited. He has taken me 
to dozens of caves, and having the chance to return 
the favor is a treat and one that I don’t expect to 
have very often. It’s a small token of gratitude for 
someone who has given much to me. 

Patience and Wisdom

Q: What happens when you cross 
a pig with a lawyer?

A: Nothing. There are some things 
a pig won’t do.
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SpeleoLog
compiled by Bill Greenwald 
from the June meeting.

Date> May 
Cave> Ellisons - Fantastic Pit  
Location> Lafayette,Georgia  
By> Barton Bridge, Joe Kinder, Troy Fugina, and 
Jon Minstn 
Comment> Unbelievably Wet (See Joe Kinder’s 
Trip Report)

Date> May 4, 2013 
Cave> Binkleys Cave 
Location> Corydon 
By> Tim Pride, Tim McLain, and Dave Everton 
Comments> survey

Date> May 4, 2013 
Cave>Vast Caverns 
Location>Jackson County, Alabama 
By>Jeff Bartlett (leader), Brian Killingbeck 
(leader), Grace Baumann, Tabbatha Cavendish, 
Jesse Houser 
Comments>Water levels were high (the Andy 
Zellner rain gauge was up), so prospects of bot-
toming the cave were not good. The entrance drop 
is a spectacular 223-foot (mostly) free rappel. A 
short, somewhat exposed climb-down leads to a 
natural bridge that can be used to rig the second 
47’ drop. Jeff and Brian chose to do the water 
crawl and bottom wet drop while the others ex-
ited the cave. Jeff and Brian reported a lot of water 
and both agreed that it was ill-advised in such a 
high water event.

Date> May 5, 2013 
Cave>Guys Cave 
Location>Jackson County, Alabama 
By>Andy Zellner (leader), Grace Baumann, Tab-
batha Cavendish, Alan Grosse, Jesse Houser, Brian 
Killingbeck, and Joy Palmer 
Comments>The Andy Zellner rain gauge was up 
again, and we were expecting a lot of water. The 
second drop (16 feet) was raging, although it was 
possible to avoid the pounding water by staying 
to stream right (as you are looking downstream). 
The 5th drop (38 feet) was rigged very close to 
the water, and Andy changed the rig point just 
beyond the waterfall to some breakdown boulders 
in the upper canyon room on stream left so we 
didn’t have to climb in the water. One climbdown 
required the use of a hand line and partner assist 
for the shorter participants. Beyond the 8th drop 

(31 feet), we followed the canyon to a flowstone 
choke, which I climbed and went a hundred feet 
or so to a second flowstone choke. The way on is 
up, through a crawl, and down a VERY wet drop 
to the bottom of the cave, which we did not visit 
because of the high water levels. The group was 
well-prepared, and everyone was quite comfort-
able temperature wise. Full wetsuits and cover-
alls/PVC suits were worn by all. Guys Cave is a 
spectacular wet multi-drop cave, and I hope I get 
to return one day.

Date> May 6, 2013 
Cave>Graham Pit 
Location>Madison County, Alabama 
By>Alan Grosse (leader), Tabbatha Cavendish, 
and Jesse Houser 
Comments>130-foot pit

Date> May 6, 2013 
Cave>Snakes 200 Pit 
Location>Madison County, Alabama 
By>Alan Grosse (leader), Tabbatha Cavendish, 
and Jesse Houser 
Comments>156-foot pit

Date> May 6, 2013 
Cave>Dinky Pit and parallel shaft 
Location>Madison County, Alabama 
By>Alan Grosse (leader), Tabbatha Cavendish, 
and Jesse Houser 
Comments>171-foot and 141-foot pits

Date> May 10, 2013 
Cave> Eversole and Coon Caves 
Location> Mitchell, Indiana  
By> Charlie Vetters with Bill Greenwald (leader) 
Chris Cross, Carl Sr, Carl Jr, and Mary Wimple 
and her girl friend 
Comments> Checked out a surface connection 
with Coon Cave and installed a Cave Register in 
the back end of both caves.

Date> May 11, 2013 
Cave>Suicide Cave 
Location>Washington County, Indiana 
By>Jesse Houser (leader), Paul Uglum (leader), 
Linna Agne, Caleb Anderson, Gwen Chappell, 
Kate Nolan, Adam Oakley, Mandy Schwartzen-
truber, Dave Stahl, Horace Tucker, Robert Van 
Fleet, Charlie Vetters, and Laura Wayne 
Comments>CIG Grotto Trip, visited most areas 
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Minutes of the CIG Regular Meeting 
June 5, 2013

• The meeting began at 7:45 p.m. with 20 
people in attendance.

• Ron Adams chaired the meeting in Dean 
Wiseman’s absence. He started the meeting 
with the usual round of introductions. 
Have you been caving? Followed by 
information on how to become a CIG 
member. He also encouraged folks to join 
IKC as well.

• Treasurer Rich Lunseth gave brief update 
on grotto funds and Capers.

• Bob Van Deventer talked about Saturday’s. 
grotto trip to Sullivan Cave. Plans were to 
meet in Bloomington at the Cracker Barrel 

between 9:00 and 9:30 a.m.
• Keith Dunlap talked about the IKC 

properties. Saturday, June 15th, there will 
be another work day at the Shawnee Karst 
Preserve. They will be finishing the job of 
cleaning out garbage in another sinkhole 
on the property.

• Keith Dunlap also talked a little about a 
possible project for IKC. The property 
manager of the area would like to the 
exiting gate on the closed Wyandotte 
Cave moved. The thinking is: if the gate 
were move close to the stairs then the bats 
would move deeper into the cave instead 

in the cave including the formation room and 
the bear wallows. Trip report to be in July CIG 
Newsletter.

Date> May 11, 2013 
Cave>Suicide Cave 
Location>Washington County, Indiana 
By> Horace Tucker with Jesse Houser (leader), 
Paul Uglum (leader), Linna Agne, Caleb Ander-
son, Gwen Chappell, Kate Nolan, Adam Oakley, 
Mandy Schwartzentruber, Dave Stahl, , Robert 
Van Fleet, Charlie Vetters, and Laura Wayne 
Comments>Really nice cave. Very good trip. Bit 
of a late start. But a nice after cave meal.

Date> May 11, 2013 
Cave> Binkleys Cave 
Location> Corydon 
By> Pat Burns, Sean Vanderhoff, Shane Myles, 
Brad Barcom, Tim Pride, and Dave Everton 
Comments> survey

Date> May 18, 2013 
Cave> Carcass Crevice 
Location> Corydon 
By> Pat Burns, Ty Spatta, and Dave Everton 
Comments> dig

Date> May 17, 2013 
Cave> Bent Legs Cave 
Location> Pittsfield, Pennsylvania 
By> Kelno Yao and Boston Grotto Members 
Comments> Last NCC owned Cave I have not 
visited. Beginner’s Trip, took my fiancée with me 
who has never been in a cave before.

Date> May 25, 2013 
Cave> Wayne Cave 

Location> Bloomington 
By> Brad Barcom, Goni Isakali, and Dave Everton 
Comments> 6 hour jaunt to Camp 4 and the 
Gypsum Passage on the way back

Date> May 26, 2013 
Cave> Lone Star Saltpeter Cave 
Location> Upton, Kentucky 
By> Dave Everton
Comments> in-cave party after presenting at 
Speleofest 
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Be sure to visit the grotto’s Web site at http://
www.cig.caves.org

CIG E-mail Information List
Members may sign up for the grotto message 

board on the Web. This group is strictly limited 
to members and is spam free. If you want to 
participate, you have to sign up, membership is 
not automatic. To subscribe, send a message to 
cig-list-subscribe@yahoogroups.com Members 
who would like to un-subscribe can send a 
message to cig-list-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.
com.

If your e-mail address does not identify 

you by name you must also include a message 
with your real name in your request to join. 
Unidentified requests will be rejected in order 
to limit the list to members. If you change your 
e-mail address, remember to sign up again. If 
your address bounces a number of times you will 
be automatically dropped.

To see an archive of past messages and other 
information about the list go to http://groups. 
yahoo.com/group/cig-list/.

To post a message to the list, send it to cig-
list@yahoogroups.com. 

CIG on the Web

Find Us on Facebook

in clustering in the entrance room. This 
would also make the big entrance more 
secure.

• Ron Adams mentioned that Cave Capers 
is the last weekend in June and we need 
people going to pre-registration. You 
should also note that the deadline to get 
the discount is June 10th. Ron Adams also 
mentioned that there is a need for more 
cavers to volunteer to lead cave trips at 
Cave Capers. See Greg McNamara if you 
are interested in leading a trip. Ron also 
asked any with musical talent to see him 
at Capers. More of the details on Cave 
Capers will be reviewed next Wednesday 
at the CIG e-board meeting.

• Dean had previously requested award 
nominations for both Caver of the Year 
and Land Owner of the Year. They are also 
in need of more sponsors for door prizes 
and folks to help lead cave trips.

• Ron Adams went through the list of 
scheduled events, SERA next weekend. 
Cave Capers, Karst-O-Rama in July. Note: 
the July grotto meeting has been moved 
to July 10th because of the 4th of July 
celebration in downtown Indianapolis 
near the memorial. Also note that the 
August grotto meeting moved to August 
14th because of the NSS Convention the 
first full week of August.

• Joe Kinder, as a new member, would like 
to provide the program for the July10th 
grotto meeting. He plans to give us an 
overview of his TAG caving adventures.

• Horace Tucker volunteered to do the 

program at the August14th grotto 
meeting. He plans to show us an interesting 
program from his archives on how Caves 
are formed.

• For the September meeting we have Dave 
Everton scheduled and for October Ron 
Adams would like to do another TAG 
caving update. Tom Rea is still in need 
of your trip reports and articles for the 
grotto newsletter. You should notice that 
the April Issue was delayed until they had 
enough articles to make at least 12 pages. 
The meeting went to break at 8:45 p.m. 
with Rich collecting for the donation raffle.

• This was followed by a program by Bill 
Greenwald. Bill started the program with 
a few pictures on Bracken Cave in San 
Antonio, Texas. He asked cavers to check 
out the Bat Conservation International’s 
Web site and consider signing the petition 
to stop the construction of a housing 
complex near the cave. Bill then showed 
maps and pictures of the Crawford County 
4H Fairgrounds, the site of this year’s Cave 
Capers. Bill also showed most of the now 
famous 2007 NSS Convention Video. 
He then finished the program by showing 
maps and pictures of the Shippensburg 
College ground. The site of this year’s NSS 
Convention the first full week in August. 
Bill also showed 2013 NSS Convention 
Video.

Respectfully submitted by Bill Greenwald, Acting 
Secretary


