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Caving Calendar
August 5–9

NSS National Convention, Shippensburg University, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania. Information at http://nss2013.com/

August 10

Grotto Trip. Shiloh Cave, Leader Danyele Cottrell. Contact Jim Adams to
schedule.

August 14

Date Change. Grotto meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program on
cave formation by Horace Tucker.

September 4

Grotto meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program to be announced.

September 10

Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home, 525 Lawndrive Drive,
Greenwood. 317-888-4501.

September 7

Grotto Trip. Binkley Cave, Leader Dave Everton.

September 27–29

Fall MAR hosted by the Nittany Grotto. Lincoln Caverns Campground near
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania . Registration form and more nformation on the
MAR Web site.

October 3

Grotto meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program to be announced.

October 5

Grotto Trip. Bryants Cave, Leader Dave Haun.

October 8

Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home, 525 Lawndrive Drive,
Greenwood. 317-888-4501.

October 10–13

36th annual TAG Fall Cave-In. Registration is open on line at http://tagfallcavein.org. Discount for registering before September first. Information from
Patty Springer at 423-619-2041 or pitpatty@att.net.

November 4–8

2013 National Cave and Karst Managemet Symposium at Carlsbad, New
Mexico. Information and registration at http://nckmas2013.business catalyst.
com/

November 6

Grotto Meeting. 7:30 p.m. World War Memorial. Program to be announced.

November 12

Open Library night at Bob Vandeventer’s home,
525 Lawndrive Drive,
Greenwood. 317-888-4501.

November 9

Grotto Trip. Salts Cave, Leader Dave Haun.

December 7

Grotto Trip. Eversole Cave and Coon Cave, Leaders Bill Greenwald and Dave Haun.

January 4, 2014

Grotto Trip. Vertical Training, Leader Bill
Greenwald.
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Short News and Notes
This Month’s Cover.

This photo from Chris Bell’s story on page
77 shows Casey, Jenna, and Bridget in Wiseman
Saltpeter Cave I.

August Grotto Meeting

Remember, the August grotto meeting is
delayed one week, until August 14, because the
normal meeting date falls during the NSS National
August, 2013

Convention when most grotto leaders will be in
Pennsylvania.

He can compress the most
words into the smallest idea
of any man I know.— Abraham
Lincoln
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Fenix HP 25 Headlamp Review
By Jeff Cody

F

enix has recently released their newest
headlamp, the HP 25. I was selected to be
part of their global testing program for this light.
I received one in late June. I have several Fenix
products and have been happy with all of them. I
also own a Fenix P3D special edition 220-lumen
hand held, a Fenix LD 41 520-lumen four AA
hand held, and a Fenix HP 10 headlamp. This new
light, like their other headlamps, runs off four AA
batteries. Mine came with four generic AAs, I set
those aside and tested mine with Sanyo Eneloop
rechargeable AA batteries properly charged with
my La Crosse BC 1000 smart charger. This light
also comes with a head strap and two cable clips.
I do not like to use straps to mount so I used a
small nut and bolt for the head and a zip tie and
industrial Velcro to mount the battery case to my
Petzl Ecrin Roc helmet for cave exploring. This
light is rated at IPX -6 which basically means it is
designed to be resistant to splashing of water. The
Fenix HP 11 has the same rating. My Fenix HP
10 and The HP 20 has a better IPX 8 rating that
allows for a submersion in water for 2 meters for
30 minutes. The HP 25 has a cost of about 70 U.S.
dollars, similar in price to The Princeton Tec Apex
that seems to be popular with cavers.
The specs on The HP 25 are as follows: Two
LEDs, one for flood and one for spot. They can
be operated individually or you can run both at
one time unlike any other cave-worthy light in
this price range I am aware of. The Flood has four
output settings of 40, 45, 90,180 lumen. The spot
has three output settings of 45, 90, 180 lumen. Run
times with good rechargeable batteries are listed at
220, 24, 11, 4.5 hours on flood and 30, 11, and 4.5
hours on spot mode. If you chose to run both at
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once run times will be less. The maximum output
using both spot and flood on high is 380 lumen,
impressive for a light in this price range. This light
can also be operated with regular alkaline AA
batteries. Run times will be slightly less but still
impressive. The light is controlled by two switches
on top of the head, one for flood and one for spot.
Many combinations of light options are possible.
The flood also has an SOS mode. This light has
reverse polarity protection and is designed to
ANSI/ NEMA FL1 standards. The battery case
has one thumbscrew that you rotate to release the
inner battery case from the outer case. The inner
case has the wire attached to it. The head can be
tilted down and needs to be tilted down one click
to allow for easier reach to the recessed switches
because there is a plastic cover that partially covers
the switches when the head is in the up position. I
assume this is done to help prevent the light from
being accidentally turned on, a nice feature.
The same day this light came to me I mounted
it to one of my Petzl Ecrin Roc helmets. I loaded
a set of Sanyo Eneloops and clicked one of the
buttons and nothing happened, I clicked the other
button and nothing happened. I thought maybe
my batteries were dead so I loaded another set of
batteries and had the same result. I looked at the
info sheet that came with the light and learned
that, unlike other lights, you have to depress the
switch and hold it down for between half a second
to a full second before it comes on. I assume this
was done to prevent accidental operation. I took
the light outside after dark and ran through the
light options. My initial reaction was positive.
The mounted light felt light on my head and has a
compact look to it but not quite as compact as The
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HP 10. I then compared it to my Fenix HP 10 and
my Custom Duo full face 280 lumen unit. The spot
on The HP 25 was similar, but slightly brighter
at close range and a distance, to The HP 10, very
nice. The flood was not quite as wide spread as the
flood on the more expensive Custom Duo but the
brightness was similar. The spot on the HP 25 was
definitely brighter than the spot on The Custom
Duo. I do not own the later version Omni V3
Custom Duo insert so I cannot comment on the
comparison with that unit. I did notice outdoors
that I had to tilt the head down several clicks to
get the preferred amount of light around my feet
without having to point the light down at them.
My back yard goes out about 100 feet or so from
my back porch and the spot easily reached the outer
limits of my yard. It reached the back of the house
behind me that I estimate is at least 200 feet away.
The flood produced a circular type glow around
me but needed some tilt on the head to sufficiently
light my feet when looking out. I also brought out
my El Speleo 2000 headlamp that is 1000 lumen
on both flood and spot and costs 480 dollars, not
a fair comparison to a 70 dollar light but I could
not help myself. The flood on the El Speleo blew
the flood of The HP 25 out of the water but what
do you expect from a light that cost about 7 times
as much. The spot comparison was similar to the

comparison I did with my other lights to The El
Speleo, The El Speleo had a wider angle spot but
the Fenix HP 10 and HP 25 had a brighter white
pin point spot that may appear brighter especially
up close. I have to say at this point that El Speleo
has caving specific optics and Fenix is more of a
multiple purpose sport light. The spot on The El
Speleo can light up an entire large room without
the tunnel effect you get with sport lights.
I then took the light into a cave along with
another person who had a similar priced 200
Lumen Princeton Tec Apex. The Apex cannot
match this light in terms of choices of light options.
I found the flood on this light is sufficient for all
but larger passage and, like my findings outdoors,
I had to tilt the head down some to get the amount
of light around my feet I am comfortable with.
The flood on the Apex seemed a little brighter
but the spot comparisons were similar. The Apex
could not run on its high setting as long as The
Fenix HP 25. I have noticed on previous trips in
years past with earlier models that Fenix seems
to be more efficient on batteries than the Apex.
Using the combination of flood and spot in the
cave did produce a very nice beam pattern for a
light in this price range. I was in the cave for a
little over three hours and never changed batteries
running at intermediate settings and playing with
different beam options. It looks to me like the
listed run times are correct or close to correct.
When I got home and cleaned everything up I
ran the HP 25 under running water to clean it up
and that did not seem to bother the light at all.
I also dunked it in a bucket of water a few times
and so far it has not affected the light. I would
highly recommend this light for caving as long as
one is not into serious wetsuit swims. It should be
fine around misty rappels with its IPX 6 rating. If
I were getting into serious water underground, I
would likely grab my Duo/Custom Duo or HP
10 or El Speleo but for most caving situations this
light is a nice lower cost option.


Retracing the Steps of the Indiana
Speleological Survey
Story and Photos by Chris Bell

I

n the summer of 2012, I decided to take on a
little personal project. I had been participating
with the Indiana Speleological Survey (ISS) with
the Binkley Cave Project occasionally throughout
the last couple years. It was an exciting time to
be with the ISS, as the length of Binkley Cave
August, 2013

seemed to be growing by the day.
I always love being able to swap stories with
the older generation of cavers in the area. Gary
Roberson and Terry (The Dog) Crayden were two
cavers I always enjoyed talking to about the caves
in the area. I am sure Terry got tired of me always

Central Indiana Grotto

Page 77

asking about different caves that they had explored
back in the 1960s and 70s and trying to find out
where they were located. A lot of these caves were
hard to find … no one really knew where they were.
They were listed in the ICS data base but no other
information was to be found. So one day, after
talking with Gary and Terry at the Indiana Caverns
site, an idea struck me: I wanted to see if I could
retrace the steps of the old ISS and relocate all of
these caves they had explored and surveyed back in
the 1960s and 70s throughout Harrison County.
I spent many hours on end rummaging
through the data base looking for these sought
after caves, plotting the points on topographic
maps, traveling from house to house in search
of proper land owners and of course, properly
locating these caves.

there, she asked if her niece Casey could go into
the caves with us. Casey was a member of the
volunteer fire department, and therefore I had
no problem taking her with us, knowing she was
physically capable of making her way through the
cave. We traveled a short distance into the woods
to the small entrance of Wiseman Saltpeter Cave
I. Once we got inside, we were greeted with fairly
large room of perhaps 10 feet tall and 20 feet
wide and 30 feet long. The cave continued into
the hillside for a couple of hundred feet as mostly
crawling, with the occasional stand-up room
here and there. Near the end of the cave, in one
of the crawlways, we noticed some very old dates
smoked into the ceilings. Some of the dates went
as far back as the 1850s! Very cool to think that
someone was exploring this same cave over 150
years ago, maybe looking for a saltpeter mining
Wiseman Saltpeter Cave I and II
site, or maybe just having fun like we were that
ne of the first caves I was after was actually day. We eventually reached the back of the cave,
two caves in the same area. The ISS had which was a small climb down into a decent size
surveyed two caves south of Corydon named room. We took a few pictures and made our way
Wiseman Saltpeter Cave I and II. After coming up out of the cave.
empty handed on several occasions, I finally found
Once we were out of the cave, we drove around
the landowner of these two caves. Mrs Wiseman the hillside to the other cave on the Wiseman
was a little leery at first about letting me visit her property, Wiseman Saltpeter Cave II. The small
two caves. But after some talking and showing her entrance led to a 3- to 4-foot hands-and-knees
some pictures I had taken in other caves, she was crawl for about 100 feet or so. This was unpleasant
happy to have us visit her caves.
due to the amount of animal feces throughout the
The next day, Jenna Fessel-Bell, Bridget entire passage. The worst part was the fact that it
Mellado, and I traveled out to the Wiseman was super dry and very dusty. I tried to hold my
property, south of Corydon. When we met breath as much as I could throughout the passage,
stopping occasionally
to catch my breath in
an area with less feces
scattered along the
floor. We eventually
reached “Root City”
which is an area where
some tree roots made
their way into the cave.
It was a really neat area
that made for some
good pictures. Once
past that area, the
cave opened up into a
nice, dry, walking-size
canyon passage. Again,
just like in Wiseman
Saltpeter Cave I, there
were signatures all
over the ceiling, some
dating back to early
Jenna in Wiseman Saltpeter Cave I..
1800s. One signature

O

Page 78

Central Indiana Grotto

August, 2013

I got a picture of was
very old. I can’t tell for
sure, but it may be from
1826. Wow! The cave
soon shrunk down to
a couple of crawlways
and ended. On the
way out, we took our
time taking pictures
on a natural bridge, or
“saddle,” in the passage
and of a few of the older
dates smoked into the
cave walls.
Neither Wiseman
Saltpeter Cave I and
Wiseman
Saltpeter
Cave II, showed signs
of actually being mined
for saltpeter, but it
was still an exciting,
historical find.

Jenny in Root City in Wiseman Saltpeter Cave II.

some looking around,
we found the large,
walk-in entrance. I was
very impressed with
the size of the cave
entrance. Once we got
inside, we immediately
saw the old metal
pipes, moonshine jars,
and lots of other old
material to carry on
an illegal moonshine
operation. The cave
was surprisingly very
nice for being in the
sinkhole plain. It was
somewhat muddy, but
it was huge. It just kept
getting bigger and
bigger. We continued
deeper into the cave,
Jenna and Bridget at the Natural Bridge in Wiseman Saltpeter Cave II
past a nice formation
Big Still Cave
area and into the largest section. At its largest, it
he next cave on our list was Big Still Cave. A was well over 30 feet tall and 15 to 20 feet wide.
short 300-foot-long cave with old remains Unfortunately it silts up at the back of the cave.
of a secret moonshine operation. Where I had The passage should continue, but there is no way
plotted the point on a topo map showed it being to continue on. We took some more pictures and
very close to the Corydon Quarry. Luckily for got a GPS point for the data base and called it
me, I know the people at the quarry and got a day. What a great find and what an awesome
permission to visit this cave on the edge of their little cave. I am very impressed that a cave this
property. After visiting the Wiseman Saltpeter large has stayed relatively hidden for so many
Caves, we traveled to the quarry site and after years.

T
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Bridget and Jenna in Big Still Cave.

Wertz Cave

S

everal weeks passed by and I decided I was
going to try my luck again and find a nice little
stream cave the ISS had surveyed in the 1970s, just
east of Corydon. Wertz Cave is one of those caves
that cavers in the area had heard of before, but
knew nothing about. So
I started driving around
again. I had plotted
the point and felt I was
pretty accurate with
my plotting skills, but
where it was plotted,
was surrounded by
houses. I stopped at
several houses and no
one even knew of cave
in the area. I was about
to give up on this one
for the day when I
received a good lead. I
stopped at a house and
the owner knew of the
cave but said she wasn’t
the owner. So after some
talking and visiting, she
pointed me in the right
direction to the correct
Page 80

Bridget and Jenna in Silted Canyon in Big Still Cave.

landowner.
Wertz Cave is nicely tucked away in a wooded
valley on a large farm. After talking with the correct
owner, he gave me permission to enter his cave. The
following day, Jenna, Bridget, and I went to explore
another one of the old ISS caves. The entrance to

The entrance of Wertz Cave.
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eventually reached the
back of the cave where
the passage splits up
as several little crawls
in water. We explored
a little way into the
crawls, but decided to
call it a day. We took a
few more picture as we
made our way out of
the cave, and Jenna and
Bridget made “frown
faces” on their shirts
with mud. They did
this because this was
our last cave trip before
Jenna and my wedding
in late October. She
didn’t want anyone
having bruises.
This was one small,
Jenna and Bridget at the Teardrop in Wertz Cave.
little stream cave I
Wertz Cave was magnificent! The entrance was would consider a “Hidden Jewel” of southern
a large opening in a hillside with a gentle stream Indiana.
cascading out. For millions of years, the stream has
cut a valley through the hillside, forming the steep Jenny Boyle Cave
wooded hillsides that the cave resides in. Within
nother ISS surveyed cave I wanted to get more
this isolated valley, spotted jewel weed and other
information on was Jenny Boyle Cave. This
beautiful wild flowers and greenery are abundant cave is a small stream cave just north of Corydon.
along the shallow stream. It was by far one of the After finding the owner of the cave, who ironically
most beautiful entrances I had ever seen.
owns a neighboring farm next to my aunt, he
We entered the cave and took a few photos gave me permission to enter the cave. On this
around the entrance.
Once we were in, the
cave splits two ways.
The right side passage
goes a little way as
mostly crawling. Our
objective was on the
left passage. Once we
got through some easy
crawls, the cave opened
up as a nice walking
passage. There were a
few spots we had to
crawl periodically, but
it was usually short
lived. We reached one
formation the ISS had
named “the Teardrop”
near the half way point
in the cave. It was a neat
little area and again we
Todd by rimstone in Jenny Boyle Cave.
took some pictures. We

A
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was full of orange colored rimstone dams as well
as other orange colored speleothems. We made our
way through the walking passage and to the back
of the cave. The ISS had noted a lead in the back
of the breakdown, so I had to investigate. After
crawling in water for about 10 feet, it got way
too tight to continue. It does keep going, but as a
passage so low, I doubt anyone could get through.
So we turned around and took many pictures of
the beautiful formation areas on the way out.
It was a neat little cave with oddly colored
formations that truly made it unique among other
small spring caves.

Conclusion

Todd in Jenny Boyle Cave.

unseasonably warm winter day, Todd Webb and I
entered Jenny Boyle Cave. It started out as a handsand-knees crawl for about 150 feet or so. We saw
several different species of bats as we made our
way through the entrance crawl as well as several
cave dwelling aquatic animals like spring tails and
other cave invertebrates. The cave was beautiful! It

As of now, that’s five caves that were previously
“lost” in the caving community, that are now found.
And each one was different and unique in its own
way. There are still more caves out there that the
ISS mapped and surveyed in the past that have yet
to be found. I hope to find and locate more of these
caves for future generations of cavers to explore and
enjoy as I have! This is been a fun, and ongoing,
personal project that I have taken on and I can’t
wait to get back out there and find some more. 
Chris Bell
Member of:
National Speleological Society #55451
Harrison Crawford Grotto
SCCi
Indiana Cave Survey

Why There Are No Photos With This Story
Story and No Photos by Chris Bell

O

n Thursday, June 14th I, along with Mike
Woolard and his two sons Andrew and
Colton, were on our way the annual SERA Summer
Cave Carnival. It was forecasted to be a beautiful
weekend for camping at Cumberland Caverns and
I had many nice pit caves planned for the weekend.
We visited many nice caves during the weekend,
but one cave in particular I will remember for a
long time: Hobbit Hole.
When Mike and I go to TAG, we are always
trying to do new pits, and not far from the SERA
camp site there were several caves within walking
distance of a particular parking spot. All of these
caves had pits in them over 100 feet deep. So
we decided to visit Hobbit Hole, having a nice,
135-foot in-cave drop. The cave had a somewhat
small entrance that leads to a short climbdown of
Page 82

perhaps 10 to 12 feet. From there it was a short
“walk” to the 135-foot-deep pit. The “walk” was
more of a traverse over a couple of drops several
feet down, on a couple of small ledges. It was a little
scary, especially after getting your boots all muddy.
We ended up having to rig a rope for Colton to
get across the traverses, and after we got everyone
across safely it was on to the pit.
Once we got to the pit, Mike and I started
rigging. We found many projections off the wall
that made the drop very nice and easy to get on
and off rope. Mike went down first and once he
yelled, “off rope” I helped Colton, who is only
10, get rigged to the rope to start his decent. He
did fine, and actually enjoyed the pit. Being that
Hobbit Hole is very small all the way, Mike sent
Colton up first and then he would follow. I helped
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get Colton off the rope and then Mike was on his
way up. Before too long, Mike’s head was poking up
through the small entrance of the pit. This is when
the unfortunate turn of events starting happening.
I had my camera out, along with one flash. I
took a couple of pictures, but they just were not
coming out right. So I tried one more. I squatted
even lower in the small room and when I did, my
camera slipped right out of my hand. It rolled about
4 feet down the mud slope to hit Mike in the back.
I believe then I yelled a couple of curse words. Mike
tried to move ever so slightly, so he could reach it,
but as soon as he did, it slipped on by him. More
curse words starting flying from my mouth.
Then we heard it hit about 5 feet down on
a mud ledge. I had a fleeting moment of hope,
thinking the camera might sit there on the ledge
long enough for me to get on rope and retrieve it,
but that “hope” was soon gone. We listened as it
seemed to sit there just for a few seconds, teasing
me, and then continued to crash down the 135foot pit.
Ughh! To say the least, I was pretty upset. Mike
continued to get off rope and it was Andrew’s and
my turn to go down. I went down first, hoping
to find my camera in somewhat good condition.
Ultimately I knew it was ruined, but a part of me
thought that it could have survived. I was wrong.
Really wrong!
When I got to the bottom of the pit, which
is no bigger 6 to 8 feet in diameter, I found piece
after piece after piece of my camera. Unfortunately
the only piece I could not find was the SD card.
Of Course! Even the battery was ejected from the
camera and in 4 pieces, and actually caught on fire
and smoked for a few seconds. After I rummaged

through the sloppy mud and water at the bottom
of the pit for about 15 minutes, I never found the
SD card. I was really upset because I had many
pictures on the card, including from the caves we
visited earlier in the weekend.
But, I decided to not let it get me down. I
packed up all the pieces (nine pieces to be specific)
in the small camera bag and started the climb out
of the 135-foot Hobbit Hole. On the way up, I
stopped at every ledge, hoping that maybe the SD
card shot out and landed on a ledge, but alas, it was
gone.
I finally reached the top of the pit and was
getting ready to get off rope when all of the sudden,
the strap on my camera case just snapped. I listened
as my camera made another crashing decent of
Hobbit Hole, AGAIN! More curse words started
flying out of my mouth again, but instead of being
mad, all I could do is laugh. I sat there just laughing
with Andrew at the ridiculous luck karma was
delivering to me.
Finally, I got off rope and Andrew made his
decent. He looked on the bottom for the SD
card as well for a while, but found nothing. But
he did bring my camera up when he climbed out
and I quickly put it away, before it decided to take
another plunge.
All in all, Hobbit Hole was a fun vertical cave
and I am grateful for the fact that we all toured the
cave safely and had a great time. Unfortunately,
I won’t be taking any cave photos for quite some
time.
If there was a lesson to be learned from this
experience, it was one: Always save your pictures
off of your SD card. And two: wear the camera
lanyard around your wrist.


SpeleoLog
Compiled by Bill Greenwald
from July grotto meeting

Date>June 1, 2013
Cave> Buckner Cave
Location> Bloomington, Indiana
By> Kento and Tony and Marion Akers, their boy,
Simon, and his scout troup.
Comments> Pleased to see the cave so clean,
would like to erase all of the graffiti.
Date>June 28–30, 2013
Cave> Indiana Caverns and Marengo Cave
Location> Corydon and Marengo, Indiana
By> Dan Chase
Comments> Tourist
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Date>June 28, 2013
Cave> Dannys Dig #2
Location> Miltown, Indiana
By> Kento, Kyle Hoyt, Greg McNamara, Danny
Dible, Tom Rea
Comments> We were digging into a joint in the
valley floor that probably is sitting on top of a base
level truck passage.
Date>June 28, 2013
Cave>Harmons Pit
Location>Harrison County, Indiana
By>Jesse Houser, Sharon Jones, Marion O. Smith,
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Zack Snyder, Dave Stahl, Paul Uglum
Jesse comments>78-foot open air entrance pit.
Stay on rope to descend 10 feet over a boulder at
the bottom. This leads to an exposed canyon traverse. Natural rigging is scant for the 40-foot second drop. Rope grooves are present from groups
that simply use one long rope with no rebelays.
There is a rock projection on the wall that MOS
used as a rebelay and asked Zack to test—thankfully it held.
Paul’s ommets> Nice Pit–does not appear to be
visited often. Dual drop pit with 78-foot abd 40foot pits. It would be helpful if there was a bolt
put in for the second drop.
Date>June 28, 2013
Cave>Rothrock Pit
Location>Crawford County, Indiana
By>Jesse Houser, Sharon Jones, Marion O. Smith,
Zack Snyder, Dave Stahl, Paul Uglum
Jesse Comments>50-foot open air pit
Pauls Comments> We were looking for looking
for a second pit close to Capers and found Rothrock. It is a short 50-foo pit near the road There
is some trash in the bottom of the pit.
Date>June 29, 2013
Cave>Devils Graveyard Cave
Location>Harrison County, Indiana
By>Paul Uglum (leader), Jesse Houser (leader),
Aaron Boler, Chris Dick, Sharon Jones, Steve
Kirsch, Rick McHenry, Keith Music, Ray Long,
Matt Sammerman, Marion O. Smith, Zack
Snyder, Dave Stahl, Sheila Stephens, Shelly Wolf,
Guillaume Vailhe
Jesse Comments>Highly decorated cave. A rope
handline and handled ascender are useful to descend over the flowstone and enter the large room.
We also used a webbing handline for the upper
climb-down.
Paul’s Comments> Zack Snyder rigged handlines
and we used an ascender to provide a better hold.
Several climbed down to the lower portions of
the cave while others photographed the formation room. Had a pleasant talk with the owner, he
seems favorably disposed toward cavers. The lock
on the gate was corroded and took some effort to
clean and get to work smoothly.
Date>June 29, 2013
Cave>Devils Drapery Well
Location>Harrison County, Indiana
By>Paul Uglum (leader), Jesse Houser (leader),
Aaron Boler, Chris Dick, Sharon Jones, Steve
Kirsch, Rick McHenry, Keith Music, Ray Long,
Matt Sammerman, Marion O. Smith, Zack
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Snyder, Dave Stahl, Sheila Stephens, Shelly Wolf,
Guillaume Vailhe
Jesse Comments>62-foot open air pit
Paul’s Comments> Jesse rigged the pit and those
who wanted to bounce the pit took turns - one
down and one up to manage the large group. Several just watched the process. It was a very nice pit.
While looking for it we found a new collapse at the
bottom of another sink hole near the logging road.
Date>June 30, 2013
Cave> Reeves Cave
Location> Bloomington, Indiana
By>Bill Greenwald, Chis and Cody Cross, Sue
and Libby Fall
Comments> Photo trip for the ladies, we managed to do Bens Room and get back to the drop
off. Heavy rain showers outside that day, creek
parking lot got a bit muddy. Didn’t see any bats.
Date>June 30, 2013
Cave>Dukes Cave
Location>Crawford County, Indiana
By>Elliot Stahl (leader), Jesse Houser, Sharon
Jones, Marion O. Smith, Dave Stahl, Tristan Stahl,
Bill Steele
Comments>Thank you to all who contributed to
making this cave accessible.
Date>June 30, 2013
Cave>Wells Cave
Location>Indiana
By>Paul Uglum, Charlie Vetters, Kyle Holtmann,
Derik Holtmann, Rick McHenry, Sheila Stephens,
Keith Music, Steve Kirsch, Rich Lunseth
Comments> This is a really nice cave. It has an 18foot climbdown that we rigged with a handline. The
cave contains many helectites and other formations.
It is a fun cave with many opportunities to climb
between the upper dry and lower water level.
Date>July 7, 2013
Cave>Suicide Cave
Location>Salem, Indiana
By> Paul Uglum, Matt Pelzer, Jonathan Uglum,
Courtney McNutt, Cullen Bricker
Comments>The gate was difficult to open (as
usual). There were small Salamanders in many of
the puddles in the cave. Went back to the formation
room and explored the various levels of the cave.
Date>June 28&29, 2013
Cave> Wilson Pit and King Leo Cave
Location> Merango, Indiana
By> Joe Kinder, Mike Lorance, and other
Comments> Great trips over Capers weekend 
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